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What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Volunteer Law Enforcement Officers Rise to New Heights
for Badges and Buckets

Volunteer, off-duty law enforcement officers will go above and
beyond to support Special Olympics Hawaii athletes during the
24th Annual Badges and Buckets fundraiser. The event returns
statewide:
o Maui: September 10-12
« Hilo & Kauai: September 11-13
« Kona, Oahu & Molokai: September 12-14
o Lanai: September 18-19 Special ,ﬂﬁﬁﬁ.
D
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For a complete list of dates and locations, please visit H‘cyau

www.sohawaii.org. Giveyour change. Be the change!

Law enforcement officers will be stationed on 10-foot scaffolds and rooftops at Walmart and other
locations across the state, raising awareness and funds for Special Olympics Hawaii. On-the-ground
volunteers will also collect donations and keep the excitement going for shoppers and supporters.

“Our volunteer officers are proud to ‘rise to the occasion’ once again for Special Olympics Hawaii,” said
State Law Enforcement Torch Run Director, Ryan Nishibun. “Every hour we spend volunteering is a small
gesture compared to the strength and perseverance our athletes show every day. We hope that everyone
will come out, say hello, and help us make this year’s event a successful one for our local athletes.”

Since 2001, Badges and Buckets has raised more than $4,363,650 for Special Olympics Hawaii athletes
statewide.



https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP

Get Involved:
Volunteer at Badges and Buckets

Get ready — Badges and Buckets is back and we need YOUR help to
make it bigger and better than ever!

Come out and support law enforcement officers on Oahu, as they
support our athletes! While they’re up top, we need volunteers on
the ground to collect donations, cheer, and keep the energy high.

How you can help:
« Volunteer for a shift on September 12-14
o Tell your family, friends or team - the more, the merrier!
¢ Share the aloha and spread the word

Volunteers will receive a volunteer t-shirt, plus drinks and snacks.

Contact Dallas at volunteer@ sohawaii.org to sign up. Help us raise the roof for our athletes!

A Winning Weekend for
Special Olympics Hawaii Athletes and Fans

The 2025 Aukake Classic brought together athletes, families, volunteers, and supporters for a weekend
filled with competition, teamwork, and celebration. Held August 16—17 at Waiau District Park, the
tournament featured hundreds of athletes competing in multi-division five-a-side soccer, as well as
traditional and Unified bocce doubles. Participants showcased their skills, determination, and
sportsmanship, supported by coaches, volunteers, and an enthusiastic community cheering them on every
step of the way.

Mahalo to our dedicated volunteers, sponsors, and families who made this event possible and
congratulations to all of our athletes, unified partners and coaches!

Special Olympics Unified Champion
Schools Are Back in Session

Summer may be over, but the excitement is just getting
started! As we head back to school, we want to give a huge
shout-out to our incredible Special Olympics Unified
Champion Schools that made this summer one to
remember. The State Summer Games were packed with
action, and the energy was off the charts.

We saw amazing performances from the track and field
teams at August Ahrens Elementary, Hahaione
Elementary, Kaimuki High, Kauai High, Chiefess
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Kamakahelei Middle, and Mauka Lani Elementary. They
showed us what it means to be a team, proving that when
we compete side by side, we all win. And guess what? The
fun doesn't stop there! Get ready for a year filled with
awesome events including Unified Basketball, Unified
Bocce, and for our high schools, Unified Flag Football.

This is your chance to join the movement, make new
friends, and be part of something truly special. If you're
ready to learn more or get involved, email Emerald-Leigh
Chun at unify@ sohawaii.org. Let's make this school year
the best one yet!

Unified partners Mike Abran and Kuilee Dela Cruz from the Hawaii Police Department, along with Ashley
Fernandez and Ryan Nishibun from the Honolulu Police Department, brought energy, enthusiasm, and
heart to the Aukake Classic. Competing side by side with our athletes, they embodied the true spirit of
inclusion, teamwork, and community, with Ashley and Ryan proudly taking home gold!

The excitement began with Department of the Attorney General Special Agent Roland Turner, who had the
honor of lighting the cauldron, symbolizing the start of two days of competition, courage, and celebration.
As proud Guardians of the Flame, these law enforcement officers do far more than compete: they raise
awareness, build lasting connections, and champion Special Olympics Hawaii athletes year-round. At the
Aukake Classic, athletes experienced firsthand the dedication, encouragement, and inspiration that fuel the
Law Enforcement Torch Run mission.

A heartfelt mahalo to our Guardians of the Flame! Your support lights the way and empowers our athletes
to shine.

Athlete Leader Nikilani Rojas
Led the Way in Indianapolis

Special Olympics Hawaii Athlete Leader, Nikilani Rojas proudly
represented Hawaii at the 2025 Special Olympics North America
Voices of Victory Conference which was held in Indianapolis,
Indiana, from August 4-7.

During the conference, Nikilani attended a variety of sessions
focused on athlete leadership, family involvement, and women
in sports. One highlight was hearing Special Olympics Chief
Inspiration Officer, Loretta Claiborne share her powerful life
story. Beyond being a participant, Nikilani also took on a
leadership role as the stretching leader for the conference’s
daily walking and running groups.

Nikilani’s confidence as a leader grew tremendously through this
experience. It recently led her to create and host Maui’s first
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Athlete Leadership Council (ALC) meeting, modeled after the
statewide ALC where she serves as vice president. Together with
her fellow Maui athletes, Nikilani is helping set long-term goals
that will guide their new council in the year ahead.

Nikilani’s journey is a shining example of how athlete leadership o S50
opportunities empower individuals with intellectual disabilities v"’ces

to own their voice, inspire others, and create lasting change in
their communities. E ar
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Staff Spotlight: Adrienne Laurion

Get to know some of the names and faces that help make Special Olympics Hawaii run.

Adrienne Laurion serves as Special Olympics Hawaii’s Maui Area
Director and Neighbor Island Regional Director, supporting
athletes, families, and programs across the islands. With a
passion for inclusion and community, she works closely with
coaches and volunteers to ensure athletes have opportunities to
train, compete, and thrive. Her leadership strengthens
connections between neighbor island communities and statewide
initiatives, creating meaningful experiences for athletes at every
level.

What high school did you graduate from?
| graduated from Pleasant Valley High School in Chico, California.

What'’s your go-to plate lunch order?
Fish tacos are my favorite.

Your favorite memory from a Special Olympics Hawaii event?

I love attending sporting events, but nothing beats watching our softball finals under the lights at UH
Manoa’s stadium. We usually have a large Maui group cheering on our team as we eat popcorn, laugh, and
bond in the sweetest way.

If you could compete in any Special Olympics sport, which one would it be and why?
Swimming! | love getting in the water. It’s a great full-body workout with both physical and mental benefits.

If you could share one thing about Special Olympics Hawaii with the community, what would it be?

That we are ohana. We are competitive and love sports, but we also have a deep connection with our
families. They know they can always turn to us for advocacy and support, both on and off the field (or in the
pool).

Sponsor Feature:
Kuoha Culinary




Special Olympics Hawaii is grateful to Chef Ed Kuoha and his team at Kuoha Culinary for their incredible
support over the years. Since 2017, Chef Ed has been one of the chefs for our annual Cheer for Champions
gala, elevating the event with his culinary artistry and donating private dinners for our silent auction. During
the pandemic, he helped with the Virtual Gala by creating high-end boxed meals that were delivered to
guests’ homes. In 2023, Chef Ed became the gala’s signature chef, donating more than $10,000 in dishes
and services each year.

Additionally, this year will mark the tenth time Chef Ed and his team participate in Over the Edge. To date,
Kuoha Culinary has raised nearly $40,000 to support our athletes. Chef Ed is passionate about giving back
and even offers his clients opportunities to support Special Olympics Hawaii when they book his catering
services.

His commitment to our athletes is truly inspiring, and we are so fortunate to have him as part of our Special
Olympics Hawaii ohana. The next time you’re planning a celebration, wedding, or special event, we hope
you’ll think of Chef Ed and Kuoha Culinary — not only for their incredible food and service, but also for the
heart they put into supporting our athletes.

Relive Moments From the 2018 Special Be Bold. Be Brave. Go Over the Edge!

Olympics USA Games Join 96 brave supporters as they rappel 400 feet

down the Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort &
Spa on Saturday, October 11! Take in breathtaking
views of Waikiki and Diamond Head while raising
funds to support Special Olympics Hawaii athletes.
Whether it’s your first rappel or you’re a pro, this is
an experience you won’t want to miss. For more
information or to sign up, visit bit.ly/sohiote2025.

With the 2026 Special Olympics USA Games coming
up, look back at the unforgettable 2018 USA Games
in Seattle! From the athletes’ determination to the
energy of the crowd, these moments, captured in a
video produced by Hyperspective, perfectly
showcase the spirit that continues to inspire us
today.

Watch the full video, showcasing some of our
Hawaii athletes, here: bit.ly/sohi-2018-usa-games
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Special Olympics Hawaii in
the News

Check out the latest headlines
featuring Special Olympics
Hawaii!

o "Adrenaline Rush For
Local Athletes" in
Midweek
“Let the games begin:
Special Olympics Hawaii
kicks off Aukake Classic”
on KHON2 News

Special

Create a legacy of giving: B
empower future athletes

DOWNLOAD ESTATE PLANNING TOOLS

Planned Giving

August is National Make-A-Will
Month, a reminder of the
importance of planning for the
future. Creating a will takes only
minutes, but it can provide a
lifetime of security for the people
you love. It’s one of the greatest
gifts you can give your family,
friends and community, offering
the assurance that your wishes
will be honored. Discover the top
three reasons to have a will and
learn how you can leave a lasting
impact by including Special
Olympics Hawaii in yours at
bit.ly/sohi-mawm-2025-
newsletter.
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Safeway People with
Disabilities

It’s not too late to make a
difference! Safeway is raising
funds in stores to support
programs that inspire and
empower people with diverse
abilities. Stop by any Safeway
check stand through August 31 to
make your donation and help
create opportunities and
experiences that truly impact the
lives of Special Olympics Hawaii
athletes.

Forward to a Friend
Connect With Us!

Share your Special Story

If you have a story about your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii — such as a volunteer, coach,
official or family member — we would love to hear from you! Please email your story to our PR team at
crystalclearcomms@gmail.com. We can’t wait to see what kind of stories you’ll share!

Special Olympics Hawaii | 91-610 Maunakapu St | Ewa Beach, HI 96706 US
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