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Support Our Athletes

 
What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Special Olympics Hawaii Certifies
New Health Messengers

This month Special Olympics Hawaii’s Athlete Leadership
Program was in full swing! Four Special Olympics athletes —
Ian Kahalewai, Ashley Graham, Peter Gumataotao, and Reyse
Sakima — completed the ACE Community Physical Activity
Leader Course. The course is designed to be accessible to a
wide audience, including those who are new to physical
activity and individuals with intellectual disabilities. These
four certified Health Messengers continue their growth as
leaders in our program and are the first Special Olympics
Hawaii athletes to complete the course.
 
In May athlete leaders Britney Bautista and Nicole Inouye
facilitated a Health Messenger training session for the newest
class of Health Messengers. Alexandra McClurg (representing
Kauai), Anthony McLeod (representing Molokai), Casey
Gamiao and Jenna Hasan (representing Oahu), Maja Gonya
(representing East Hawaii), Noa Manoʻi (representing West
Hawaii) and Rayni Heyes (representing Maui) completed the
training. Over the next year, this class of Health Messengers
will develop and implement a health and wellness practicum,
designed to improve the health of Special Olympics athletes.

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP


Unified Champions Shine at HHSAA Track Meet

We’re still buzzing with excitement from this year’s HHSAA Track & Field Championship earlier this month,
where five incredible schools came together to represent the spirit of inclusion and teamwork on a
statewide platform!
 
Campbell, Kaimuki, Mililani, Nanakuli, and Waimea High Schools proudly participated in the Unified
Division, where dynamic teams consisted of two Special Olympics athletes and two Unified Partners each.
These teams took to the track at Kealakehe High School in Kona, competing in both the 4x100-meter and
the 4x400-meter relays.
 
From the first baton handoff to the final sprint across the finish line, these student-athletes gave it their all,
showcasing dedication, unity, and heart. The crowd cheered them every step of the way, and the energy
on the field was absolutely electric!

For one proud parent, this experience was a milestone, “It was the first time I let my child fly and stay
somewhere without me. He’s grown so much. We didn’t think he could run around the full track — but he
made it! We are so proud of him!”

And a determined Nanakuli athlete summed up the spirit of the day best,  “I run fast and never give up!”

We’re so proud of every athlete and partner who competed — you inspire us all. Mahalo to our schools,
coaches, and supporters who continue to champion inclusion through sports!

Get Involved:
Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

We’re gearing up for an unforgettable State Summer Games and
we need your help to make it a success! Volunteers are the heart
of Special Olympics Hawaii and we’re looking for passionate
individuals to support our athletes both on and off the field.
Whether you're interested in event setup, helping at the
swimming pool, or assisting with awards, there’s a job for
everyone as every role makes a difference. No prior experience is
necessary — just bring your enthusiasm and willingness to be
part of something truly special!
 

Dates: June 6-8, 2025 ​
Location: University of Hawaii, Manoa and Kaiser High School

Want to get involved? Contact volunteer@sohawaii.org for more information and to sign up. Help us create
an unforgettable experience for our athletes!

Staff Spotlight: Sara Teixeira

mailto:volunteer@sohawaii.org


Get to know some of the names and faces that help make Special Olympics
Hawaii so special.

This month we introduce you to Sara Teixeira, our
Development Manager at Special Olympics Hawaii.
Sara joined our office at the end of last year and
helps lead fundraising initiatives by building
relationships with donors, sponsors, and community
partners as well as managing events and campaigns.
Her enthusiasm and dedication have already made a
meaningful impact, and we’re so excited to have her
as part of the team.

What high school did you graduate from?
I went to Kapolei High School.

What’s your go-to plate lunch order?
I would say a meat jun plate with corn, mac salad,
and cabbage.

Your favorite memory from a Special Olympics
Hawaii event?
I recently participated in my first event, which was
Tip A Cop! It was really fun meeting all the athletes
and working with our officers and different first
responder agencies. Seeing the mix of volunteers
was really nice, since some have been working with
us for a long time, while others were brand new to Special Olympics. It was great to hear what brought the
new volunteers to SOHI for the first time.

If you could compete in any Special Olympics sport, which one would it be and why?
I’ve played soccer since I was nine, so that’s probably what I’d be best at, but I’ve also never done bocce so
I would like to experience that too. 

If you could share one thing about Special Olympics Hawaii with the community, what would it be?
I think it’s great to share that Special Olympics Hawaii doesn’t just do sports. Sports is a great foundation —
I grew up with sports my whole life, and it definitely sets the precedent for how I live. But I also think the
work we do for health and wellness is really important. Special Olympics is the largest health organization
that works with people with intellectual disabilities in the world. That’s not something that we’re known
for, but it became a need because no one else was addressing that for individuals with intellectual
disabilities.

The Guardian:
Congratulations Sgt. Tom Billins

Please join us in congratulating Sgt. Tom Billins of the
Honolulu Police Department (HPD) on being named
Sergeant of the Year — a well-deserved honor for a
leader who has made an extraordinary impact in both
law enforcement and our community! 

Sgt. Billins is not only a well-respected member of
HPD, but also a dedicated champion of Special
Olympics Hawaii. A longtime supporter and former
Torch Run Director, Sgt. Billins played a pivotal role in
rejuvenating the Law Enforcement Torch Run in
Hawaii, inspiring a new wave of officers to get
involved and carry the Flame of Hope.

 
Whether leading Badges and Buckets, working the floor at Tip A Cop, or serving as a tireless Guardian of the
Flame, Sgt. Billins brings heart, integrity, and passion to everything he does in support of our athletes.

Mahalo, Sgt. Billins, for your leadership, commitment, and unwavering belief in the power of inclusion. Your



Special Olympics ohana is so proud of you!

Introducing Our Young Athletes to Sports

Special Olympics Hawaii is preparing to host its annual Young
Athletes event during the upcoming State Summer Games on
June 7 from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. at the University of Hawaii,
Manoa. The event is open to keiki of all abilities with and
without disabilities and is designed to teach pre-sports skills in
a fun, engaging and inclusive way for children ages 2 to 7 years
old.

If you haven’t already registered your little one for the event,
there’s still time! Simply click here for the Young Athletes
registration form, fill out one per keiki, and email it to
program@sohawaii.org. You’ll receive a confirmation email
with all the necessary event information.

Cheer for Champions Online Auction

We’re excited to announce that the 2025 Cheer for
Champions Online Auction is now live at
sohi2025.ggo.bid!
 
Bidding will officially open at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday,
June 4, and will close at 9:00 p.m. on Friday, June 6.
 
This year’s auction is packed with an amazing lineup of
items and experiences you won’t want to miss! From
relaxing getaways and unique local goods, to gift
certificates for yummy treats, restaurants, golf outings,
yoga sessions, and even horseback trail rides, there’s
something for everyone. Plus, you’ll find one-of-a-kind
packages that you, your family, and your friends are sure
to enjoy. 
 
Preview the items now at sohi2025.ggo.bid and get
ready to place your bids. Every winning bid is a step

toward a winning season for our local athletes!

Over the Edge Registration

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cRrPHZaQiceAa-Bw_DpP2lcmWlh2yNG0/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:program@sohawaii.org
https://sohi2025.ggo.bid/
https://sohi2025.ggo.bid/


Take fundraising to new heights by signing up for
Over the Edge! Participants will rappel more than
400 feet down the Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach
Resort and Spa on Oct. 11. No experience is
necessary—just courage and heart. Sign ups are
now open at sohawaii.org/events/over-the-edge.

Planned Giving

One of the most important gifts you can give to
your family, friends and community is a future
where each person is accepted and appreciated for
their unique strengths. Learn more about how you
can leave a lasting impact when you include Special
Olympics Hawaii in your will, by visiting
bit.ly/plannedgivinghawaii.  

Forward to a Friend

Connect With Us!

Share your Special Story

If you have a story about your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii – such as a volunteer, coach,
official or family member – we would love to hear from you! Please email your story to our PR team at

crystalclearcomms@gmail.com. We can’t wait to see what kind of stories you’ll share!
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