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What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Kicking Off The Summer of Inclusion!

PC: SOHI Youth Ambassadors (@sohi.youthambassadors)

We’re excited to announce the launch of The Summer of Inclusion — a new social media series led and
created by Unified students Jayden McCleign and David Braman of Kauai. Joined by Hawaii born NFL
Quarterback and Founder of the Motiv8 Foundation, Marcus Mariota, the group is starting a conversation
this summer on the importance of inclusion through a series of social media videos. 

The Summer of Inclusion offers quick, meaningful content that highlights Unified friendships, youth
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leadership, and real-life moments of inclusion. Some episodes will feature members of the Hawaii Youth
Activation Committee (YAC), bringing additional youth-focused voices and perspective to the conversation.

This series hopes to inspire local youth and communities to lead with acceptance, celebrate authentic
everyday inclusion, and encourage conversations around unity and respect.

Dare to Make the Descent at Special Olympics Hawaii’s16th
Annual Over the Edge Fundraiser

Experience truly breathtaking views of Waikiki and Diamond Head and support a good cause! Special
Olympics Hawaii invites you to take it all in at its 16th Annual Over the Edge fundraiser, where every rappel
supports athletes across the state. This year’s event will take place Saturday, October 11, 2025, at the Hyatt
Regency Waikiki Beach Resort & Spa. Participants have the unique opportunity to feel an adrenaline rush
like no other when they rappel more than 400 feet down the side of the hotel and stop for a photo shoot
along the way down. Register as an individual or create a team with your co-workers, friends, or family at
bit.ly/sohiote2025. Space is limited so sign up today.
 
Early bird registration is currently available through August 1, with a reduced registration fee of $50. For
those registering after August 1, the registration fee is $100 per participant. For teams, the registration fee
is $25 and registration for returning participants is free. Participants must weigh between 100 and 300
pounds. Individuals under the age of 18 must have a parent or legal guardian attend the event and sign a
consent waiver. All participants are asked to raise a minimum of $1,000 in donations.

Everyone who goes Over the Edge receives a commemorative 16th anniversary event t-shirt. Additional
mahalo gifts will be available to those who raise more than the $1,000 minimum. Monies raised through
Over the Edge remain in Hawaii and support local athletes across the state. Since 2009, Over the Edge has
raised more than $2,044,100 for Special Olympics Hawaii athletes and programs.

A special mahalo to the Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort & Spa for being the host of this event for the
11th year. Those who wish to support Special Olympics Hawaii but do not want to participate in Over the
Edge can also make a donation by visiting bit.ly/sohiote2025 and donate to any one of our brave
participants. This year’s Over the Edge event hopes to raise $175,000 for Special Olympics Hawaii athletes. 

The Guardian:
Celebrating 40 Years of the Torch Run
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This year marked a historic milestone for Special Olympics Hawaii as we proudly celebrated the 40th Annual
First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch Run. What began four decades ago as a small,
passionate movement has grown into one of our largest and most impactful fundraising and awareness
events!
 
More than 400 Guardians of the Flame gathered on Friday, June 6, to carry the Flame of Hope through the
streets of Waikiki. Their energy and spirit lit up the route, drawing cheers from onlookers and inspiring
countless smiles. The Torch Run is more than just a tradition; it is a symbol of unity, inclusion, and the
unwavering support of our law enforcement community. Thanks to the incredible generosity of our title
sponsor, First Hawaiian Bank, and the hard work of participating agencies across the state, this year’s event
will help provide year-round sports training, health programs, and leadership opportunities for children and
adults with intellectual disabilities, ensuring they have every chance to shine both on and off the playing
field.
 
We are especially grateful to the past Torch Run directors whose vision, leadership, and dedication over the
past 40 years laid the foundation for the success and growth of this movement. Their tireless efforts
continue to inspire new generations of law enforcement and athletes alike, keeping the spirit of the Torch
Run and Officer Troy Barboza’s legacy alive. Mahalo to:

Paul Epstein, Retired Major (1997-1991)
Bill Vinton, Retired Corporal (1992-1995)
Kurt Kendro, Retired Major (1996-2000)
Rob Steiner, Retired Sgt (2001-2004)
Bryan Wauke, Retired Assistant Chief (2004-2008)
Ben Moszkowicz, Chief of Police (2009-2014)
Patricia Dupont, Detective (2015-2016)
Tom Billins, Sgt (2018-2020)
Ryan Nishibun, Assistant Chief (2020-present)

 
As we reflect on this milestone year, we are filled with gratitude for the countless hands and hearts that
made this event possible. Together, we are changing lives, breaking down barriers, and building a more
inclusive Hawaii for all. Here’s to the next 40 years of hope, courage, and unity!

Staff Spotlight: Greg Terhune
Get to know the names and faces that help makeSpecial Olympics Hawaii so

special.

This month we introduce you to Greg Terhune, our
Director of Sports at Special Olympics Hawaii. Greg
joined our office last year and has played a key
role in supporting statewide competitions and
enhancing the athlete experience. With a
background in coaching and program
development, he brings both passion and
expertise to the role. Get to know Greg and what



his favorite Special Olympics sport is.

What high school did you graduate from?
I attended Livonia Churchill High School in Livonia,
Michigan.

What’s your go-to plate lunch order?
A teri chicken plate.

What is your favorite memory from a Special
Olympics Hawaii event?
During my first State Summer Games it was very
busy. Everyone was running around all weekend,
and then Dan said, “Make sure you get a chance to
sit and watch a game.” So I turned off my radio
and went up to watch an inning of softball. It was fun to sit back and watch the athletes, and it made me
realize what we were there for.

If you could compete in any Special Olympics sport, which one would it be and why?
Bocce ball, because I love bocce. I think I could do well in it. My family and I play a lot of bocce, so I love the
game.

If you could share one thing about Special Olympics Hawaii with the community, what would it be?
That it’s for everybody, not just for the athletes. We have Unified partners and we offer far more than “just
sports.” There are social clubs, educational opportunities, and health screenings.

A Winning Day for Health

On Saturday, June 7, the Special Olympics Hawaii community
came together for a vibrant and impactful Healthy Athletes event,
held simultaneously at the University of Hawaii campus and
Kaiser High School gym. The event welcomed 253 athletes who
took part in a day of free health screenings, education, and
support services — all aimed at improving their health and quality
of life.

With the help of more than 650 dedicated volunteers, athletes
received care and guidance across seven distinct screening areas.
These included:

Strong Minds – Focused on emotional wellness, this area
offered strategies to help athletes manage stress,
especially in competitive situations.
Fit Feet  – Assessments for foot health, including checks for
deformities, skin and nail conditions, and appropriate
footwear.
Opening Eyes – Eye health and vision identifying needs for
corrective lenses. Thanks to a generous local optical supplier, more than 70 pairs of glasses and
sports goggles are now being mailed to athletes’ homes.
Special Smiles – Oral health screenings evaluating teeth and gums as well as education on good
dental hygiene.
Health Promotion – Sharing healthy habits such as proper hydration and sunscreen use to prevent
sun-related damage.
Healthy Hearing – Check athletes’ hearing, including ear examinations and earwax removal when
necessary to improve hearing ability.
Fun Fitness – Evaluated physical fitness through activities assessing flexibility, strength, and balance.

It was a day filled with smiles, encouragement, and action. The commitment of our volunteers was matched
only by the enthusiastic participation of our athletes.

Most importantly, if any urgent health concerns were identified during the screenings, our Healthy Athletes
director personally followed up with those individuals to ensure that they received needed care or referrals.

Mahalo to our volunteers, partners, and supporters who made this incredible day possible. Your time and
compassion truly make a difference in the lives of our athletes.



Sponsor Feature:
​First Hawaiian Bank’s Legacy of Support

This year we proudly celebrated the 40th Anniversary of the First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law
Enforcement Torch Run, and we were especially grateful for the continued support of First Hawaiian Bank,
our steadfast title sponsor for the past 27 years. First Hawaiian Bank’s commitment to Special Olympics
Hawaii stretches back even longer than that, to include 33 years of unwavering partnership that has helped
promote inclusion and create opportunities that enhance the lives of our athletes across the islands. Since
1992, their corporate contributions have surpassed $1.6 million, a testament to their belief in our mission.
 
The generosity of First Hawaiian Bank’s leadership and team is evident in countless ways — from selecting
Special Olympics Hawaii as a beneficiary of the Kokua Mai employee campaign to sponsoring fundraising
events, and most notably, pledging $25,000 annually for four years toward our Capital Campaign since
2022. Their support also extends beyond financial contributions, as employees and their families
consistently volunteer with heart and aloha at Torch Runs and competitions, cheering on our athletes and
Torch Runners. Their partnership has also created special moments for our athletes, including the
opportunity to throw the first pitch at University of Hawaii baseball games sponsored by First Hawaiian
Bank.
 
“First Hawaiian Bank has been part of our ohana for over three decades,” said Special Olympics Hawaii
President & CEO Dan Epstein. “Their commitment has helped light the way for inclusion and acceptance for
our athletes. As we mark this milestone year for the First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement
Torch Run, we thank them for the vital role they’ve played in making this event possible.”
 
Mahalo nui loa, First Hawaiian Bank, for keeping the flame burning bright for Special Olympics Hawaii!  

Fueling the Dreams of our Athletes

Raising Hope and Breaking Records at Cheer
for Champions

Thank you to everyone who attended and
participated in Cheer for Champions! Together, we
raised a record-breaking total of $257,460 to



A heartfelt mahalo to Par Hawaii, the dedicated
Hele team, and every supporter who helped fuel
the dreams of our local athletes during the 2025
Fueling Dreams campaign. Thanks to your incredible
generosity, we raised $47,882.64 to support Special
Olympics Hawaii athletes — both on and off the
field. Your support helps drive inclusion, empower
individuals with intellectual disabilities, and create
life-changing opportunities through the power of
sport.

support Special Olympics Hawaii athletes. Mahalo
to the Fertility Institute of Hawaii, our generous
Presenting Sponsor, for making this event possible.
We also extend our gratitude to all our table
sponsors, guests, and event partners for their
incredible support. A big mahalo goes out to all our
online auction participants, auction donors, event
donors, and volunteers whose commitment helped
make this event a success.

Special Olympics Hawaii in the News

Check out the latest headlines featuring Special
Olympics Hawaii!

“A Place to Play” in Go Kapolei Magazine
“Special Olympics kick off at UH Manoa with
grand opening ceremony” on KITV

Planned Giving

One of the most important gifts you can give to
your family, friends and community is a future
where each person is accepted and appreciated for
their unique strengths. Learn more about how you
can leave a lasting impact when you include Special
Olympics Hawaii in your will, by visiting
bit.ly/plannedgivinghawaii.  

Special Olympics Hawaii Athletes Shined
​at the 55th Annual State Summer Games

The spirit of aloha and unity was on full display as hundreds of Special Olympics Hawaii athletes and
coaches from across the state gathered from June 6-8 for the 55th Annual State Summer Games — a
weekend filled with heart, determination, and celebration. Athletes competed in softball, powerlifting, track
and field, and swimming, with competitions held at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, Henry J. Kaiser High
School, and Sand Island State Recreation Area. 

The inspiring Opening Ceremonies at Les Murakami Stadium featured live entertainment and honored the
sponsors whose generosity makes it possible for athletes to train and compete free of charge. The event
also commemorated the 40th Anniversary of the First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch
Run, which brought together officers from city, county, state, and federal agencies. Carrying the Flame of
Hope into the stadium, they lit the cauldron to officially kick off the weekend’s competitions — a powerful
symbol of inclusion and perseverance.

Forward to a Friend
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Connect With Us!

Share your Special Story

If you have a story about your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii – such as a volunteer, coach,
official or family member – we would love to hear from you! Please email your story to our PR team at

crystalclearcomms@gmail.com. We can’t wait to see what kind of stories you’ll share!
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