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What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Volunteer at the Aukake Classic

Special Olympics Hawaii August 16 &17

Volunteer
Volunteer
Voluatge-
Volu nto

Location: Wai’au District Park
98-1650 Kaahumanu St
Pearl City, HI

To sign up, contact Dallas at
volunteer@sohawaii.org

Volunteering with Special Olympics Hawaii is a chance to give back in a way that’s personal and meaningful.
Whether you're lending a hand at events, supporting a cause you care about, or simply showing up for
others, your time and energy can make a real difference. It’s not just about helping — it’s about being part
of something that brings people together.

Our next big event, the Aukake Classic, is approaching fast and we need your help! This year’s event takes
place August 16 & 17, at Waiau District Park, and is a weekend filled with friendly competition, big smiles,
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and moments you won’t forget. Volunteers are at the heart of it all — helping set up, keeping things
running smoothly, and cheering on athletes every step of the way. It’s a special experience that reminds
you why you showed up in the first place. Interested in getting involved? Please email:

volunteer@ sohawaii.org

Building Inclusive Communities in Schools

The Special Olympics Hawaii Unified Champions
Schools program is a transformative initiative
designed to foster social inclusion and respect in
schools across Hawaii. By promoting Unified
Sports, Youth Leadership, and Whole-School
Engagement, the program brings together
students with and without intellectual disabilities
to create an environment where everyone feels
accepted and valued.
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Participation in the Unified Champions Schools
program benefits the entire school community.
For students with intellectual disabilities, it offers
an opportunity to become more integrated into
school life and develop meaningful friendships.
For their peers, it fosters empathy,
understanding, and leadership skills. For the school as a whole, it creates a more inclusive environment,
enhancing the overall educational experience.

If you are a teacher or administrator interested in making your school a more inclusive and supportive
environment, the Special Olympics Hawaii Unified Champion School program provides the resources,
support, and framework you need to get started.

For more information about how to bring this program to your school, please contact Unified Champion
School Manager Emerald-Leigh Chun at (808) 695-3529 or at unify@ sohawaii.org.

Join us in creating a community where every student is seen, heard, and valued. Together, we can make a
difference.

Team Hui O Hawaii Bound for2026 Special Olympics USA
Games

Special Olympics
Hawaii

The aloha spirit is headed to Minnesota! We recently announced our delegation of athletes, Unified
Partners and coaches selected to represent the islands as part of team Hui O Hawaii at the 2026 Special
Olympics USA Games in Minneapolis. These inspiring individuals will join competitors from all 50 states in a
powerful celebration of inclusion and sportsmanship that will take place June 20-26, 2026.
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Below are the 30 Special Olympics Hawaii athletes, Unified Partners and coaches that will make up Hui O
Hawaii:

Basketball
Athletes:
¢ Jordan Ah Quin: Honolulu, Oahu (Pirates)
o Stanley Alvarez: Waianae, Oahu (Pirates)
o Shane Caluyo: Waianae, Honolulu, Oahu (Pirates)
¢ Kaleo Carvalho: Waianae, Oahu (Pirates)
o Jules Cuban: Ewa Beach, Oahu (Pirates)
o Armando Dickerson: Makakilo, Oahu (Pirates)
o Russell Fox: Ewa Beach, Oahu (Pirates)
o David Okuda: Aiea, Oahu (Pirates)

Coaches:
o Brandon Shiira: Pearl City, Oahu (Pirates)
o Chad Dias: Honolulu, Oahu (Pirates)

Bowling
Athletes:
¢ Kaimana McDermott-Sa: Anahola, Kauai (Kauai Lanakila)
¢ Johnathan Anderson (Unified Partner): Kapaa, Kauai (Kauai Lanakila)
¢ Brandon Taitingfong: Ewa Beach, Oahu (Team Arise)
o Herbert Taitingfong (Unified Partner): Ewa Beach, Oahu (Team Arise)

Coach:
o Anne Kim: Mililani, Oahu (Team Arise)

Track and Field
Athletes:
o Danielle Castrence: Wailuku, Maui (Maui)
o Maja Gonya: Hilo, Island of Hawaii (Red Waves)
o Kassandra Okinaka: Hilo, Island of Hawaii (Waiakea High School)
o Eva Ujano: Wailuku, Maui (Maui)

Coaches:
o Doreen Hernandez: Haiku, Maui (Maui)
¢ Kiana Hoshino: Hilo, Island of Hawaii (Explosions)

Youth Leadership
o Dylan Dollopac: Mililani, Oahu (Mililani High School)
o Stryker Su’a: Wahiawa, Oahu (Mililani High School)
o Leader: Emerald Chun, Unified Champion Schools Manager (Special Olympics Hawaii Staff)

Leadership
« Head of Delegation: Greg Terhune, Director of Sports (Special Olympics Hawaii Staff)
¢ Assistant HoD: Nip Ho, Senior Vice President of Programs (Special Olympics Hawaii Staff)
o Assistant HoD: Cindy Ujimori, Vice President of Community Outreach (Special Olympics Hawaii Staff)
o Medical Staff: Danny Kao, Operations Supervisor at American Medical Response
o Families Coordinator: Adrienne Laurion, Neighbor Island Regional Director (Special Olympics Hawaii
Staff)
e LETR: Chief Benjamin Moszkowicz, Hawaii Police Department

“The athletes selected to compete at this national level have the strength, spirit, and determination to
make Hawaii proud,” said Dan Epstein, President and CEO of Special Olympics Hawaii. “They represent the
very best of our islands and the heart, values and aloha spirit that we hope to share with other Special
Olympics delegations from around the country.”

The 2026 Special Olympics USA Games will be one of the largest, most inclusive sporting events in the
country, bringing together 3,000 athletes, 1,500 coaches, 10,000 volunteers, and an expected 75,000 fans
from all 50 states. Through the power of sport and inclusion, the Special Olympics USA Games aim to spark
a ripple effect that transforms lives, unites communities, and changes the world. To learn more about the
Games visit https://2026specialolympicsusagames.org/.

The Guardian:Congratulations to Our Newly Promoted
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Guardians!

We're proud to share some exciting news from the Honolulu
Police Department! Several of our dedicated Guardians of the
Flame, both past and present, have been promoted. Please join
us in congratulating the following individuals on their well-
earned promotions:

Art Gazelle — Promoted to Corporal

Arlynn Orpilla — Promoted to Corporal

Lehua Santa Maria — Promoted to Secretary Il
Willy Suarez — Promoted to Corporal

These individuals have not only served our community with
honor and integrity, but have also been strong supporters of
Special Olympics Hawaii and the Law Enforcement Torch Run,
embodying the spirit of inclusion and aloha. Their hard work,
compassion, and dedication continue to make a lasting impact — both on the force and in the lives of our
athletes.

To our newly promoted Guardians: mahalo and congratulations on this well-deserved recognition! Your
service uplifts the mission of the Torch Run, and we are grateful to serve alongside you in building a more
inclusive Hawaii.

A Special Gardening Club Send-Off

Join us on August 27 for a special Gardening Club
session as we get our hands in the soil and say a
heartfelt farewell to Emily Sloan, the staff member who
helped plant the seeds for the SOHI Gardening Club and
will soon be leaving the island.

With the support of fellow staff members and Special
Olympics athlete Ho‘opi‘o Balaz, Emily launched the
SOHI Gardening Club. The primary goal of the club is to
provide individuals with a fun, engaging, and
educational experience through gardening and the
promotion of healthy eating. Participants learn where
food comes from and are encouraged to enjoy more
fruits and vegetables — all while building a sense of
community, teamwork, and leadership. Under Emily’s
guidance, the SOHI Gardening Club has flourished,
growing to more than 12 active members.

As we prepare to say goodbye to Emily, we continue to
welcome new members to this highly rewarding club. If
you’re interested in gardening or simply looking for a
way to connect with the Special Olympics Hawaii
community, join us on the fourth Wednesday of every
month from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the Special
Olympics Hawaii Health and Wellness Complex in Kapolei.

For more information, please email Ho‘opi‘o at hbalaz@ sohawaii.org. We hope to see you on August 27!

Staff Spotlight: Tracey Bender

Get to know some of the names and faces that help make Special Olympics Hawaii run.

With boundless energy and a big heart, Tracey Bender brings
passion and purpose to her role as Director of Development at
Special Olympics Hawaii. She leads major fundraising events like
Cheer for Champions, Badges and Buckets, Tip A Cop and Over
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the Edge, rallying community support for athletes across the
state. Named as an Outstanding Woman Leader in the public
sector, Tracey is known for her generosity, humility, and vibrant
spirit. Her dedication helps foster inclusion, health, and
empowerment for individuals with intellectual disabilities in
Hawaii.

Read on to learn more about Tracey!

What high school did you graduate from?
| graduated from McKinley High School. Go Tigers!

What'’s your go-to plate lunch order?

This isn’t actually a plate lunch, but it’s my go-to meal after
competitions. | love Korean tofu soup — spicy, please — with choi
sum, kim chee, japchae, and extra tofu!

Your favorite memory from a Special Olympics Hawaii event?
My favorite memory is when Special Olympics Hawaii athlete
Reyse Sakima went “Over the Edge” for the first time. After his
rappel, he stepped up to the microphone and enthusiastically reminded everyone that athletes can do
many things and encouraged others to participate in the event. | was already very proud of him, but his
excitement and inspiring message made the moment even more special.

If you could compete in any Special Olympics sport, which one would it be and why?
| would compete in bowling because of the air conditioning, of course! Just kidding (sort of)! Bowling is fun,
and | actually learned how to bowl in elementary school from my dad.

If you could share one thing about Special Olympics Hawaii with the community, what would it be?

I would let people know Special Olympics Hawaii enhances the lives of not just our athletes, but their
families too. When an individual joins Special Olympics Hawaii, their whole family becomes part of
something special. For many parents, it’s the first time they get to see their child shine and succeed, feel
welcomed, make friends, and have coaches, teammates, and volunteers cheer them on. They meet other
parents who understand their fears, experience the same challenges, and share the same dreams for their
child. Parents can also join our Ohana Taskforce for even more support and sense of community. Being a
part of Special Olympics Hawaii is life-changing for the entire ohana.

Sponsor Feature:
Elite Parking Services

When Special Olympics Hawaii needs a hand,
Elite Parking Services never hesitates to step
up and answer our call for help. They’ve
supported us in many meaningful ways
throughout the years. From sponsoring our
State Summer Games, Cheer for Champions
Gala, and USA Games teams, to participating
in our inaugural Truck Pull and Over the Edge
fundraisers, Elite’s dedication to our athletes is
evident in every event, gesture, and moment
of support they provide.

We are especially grateful to Nina Nakaahiki,
Executive Vice President and Partner at Elite
Parking Services, who serves as Vice Chair of
our Board of Directors and is a dedicated
member of our Cheer for Champions committee. Her leadership, creativity, and commitment helped us
elevate our virtual events during the pandemic and continue to enhance our in-person experiences,
including providing valet services that make our gala even more welcoming.

Each year, Elite employees run our individual softball skills competition, cheer on our athletes, and proudly
award medals to celebrate their accomplishment. They’ve also donated items to our gala auction and
selected Special Olympics Hawaii as a beneficiary of their Elite Resolution Challenge.




Mahalo to Elite Parking Services for their incredible support, generous spirit, and unwavering belief in our
athletes. We're so grateful for this remarkable partnership.

Breaking Barriers with
Unified Champion Schools

Special Olympics Kauai athlete Jayden is proving
that Unified Champion Schools (UCS) isn’t just for
high school students — it’s for everyone! With his
leadership and positive spirit, Jayden is helping to
create more inclusive school communities for
students of all ages. We're proud to celebrate
athletes like Jayden who are challenging
misconceptions and paving the way for a more
unified and inclusive future. Visit bit.ly/sohi-ucs-
myth-busting to watch the video from Jayden!

Register Now for Over the Edge — Early
Bird Registration Ends August 1st!

There’s still time to register for the 16th Annual
Over the Edge fundraiser! Participants will rappel
more than 400 feet down the side of the Hyatt
Regency Waikiki, with stunning views of Waikiki and
Diamond Head — all while raising funds for local
athletes. Early bird registration is just $50 through
August 1, and each participant is asked to raise a
minimum of $1,000 in donations. Space is limited,
so sign up or donate today at:_bit.ly/sohiote2025.

Special Olympics Hawaii in the News

Check out the latest headlines featuring Special
Olympics Hawaii!
« "Mililani Athletes Excel At Games" in
Midweek
¢ "Special Olympics Hawaii calling all
daredevils for its 16th annual ‘Over the
Edge’ fundraiser" on Hawaii News Now
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Create a legacy of giving: y
empower future athletes

DOWNLOAD ESTATE PLANNING TOOLS

Planned Giving

One of the most important gifts you can give to
your family, friends and community is a future
where each person is accepted and appreciated for
their unique strengths. Learn more about how you
can leave a lasting impact when you include Special
Olympics Hawaii in your will, by visiting
bit.ly/plannedgivinghawaii.

Forward to a Friend

Connect With Us!

Share your Special Story
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If you have a story about your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii — such as a volunteer, coach,
official or family member — we would love to hear from you! Please email your story to our PR team at

crystalclearcomms@ gmail.com. We can’t wait to see what kind of stories you’ll share!
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