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Mahalo for your continued support!

Support Our Athletes

 
What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

A Golden Comeback at the 2024 Aukake Classic
by Special Olympics Maui Athlete, Britney Bautista

I had the best time at the 2024 Aukake Classic. I
participated in the Bocce Ball Doubles competition on
Saturday with my partner and fellow athlete, Toni. My
favorite part of the weekend was winning the gold
medal with my teammate, Toni. We were in division 7
in the three-team division, and we competed against
two amazing and friendly teams. I like attending state
competitions because we get to meet and compete
with other teams from the other neighboring islands.
 
When we reached the championship game, I felt
extremely happy but nervous at the same time. I
wanted to win this game not only for myself but for my
partner too. The other team had a strong lead, but we
were able to make a comeback to be able to win the
game. This game felt like an ‘’Olympic final’’ in the
sense that we needed to have a good strategy, which
my coaches always tell us, and we needed to put 100%
effort into each roll. Our training for the last three
months came down to this moment, and we did it!
 
After the game, I remember one of my coaches
spraying me with water and I was jumping around and
enjoying this moment. I gave two Special Olympics
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Maui shirts to the two officials who were at court 7 and
took a picture with them both afterward. At the award
ceremony, standing on top of the podium felt like
being on top of the world, and that I was here for a
reason. It was nice to see my coaches and teammates
cheering us on and taking pictures of us.

For myself, I came to win the gold medal since I have a competitive spirit, but I also wanted to have fun and play
the game of bocce ball. This was my first Aukake Classic back since the COVID-19 pandemic, and I felt blessed and
grateful to be able to travel with my team and coaches for the Aukake Classic state competition. My second
favorite moment of Aukake Classic was in between competitions giving away Special Olympic Maui shirts to other
athletes from other teams introducing myself and asking them if they were here for soccer or bocce ball and
wishing them good luck.
 
Other moments included being the “team cheerleader” on Sunday for the athletes and Unified Partners who were
competing in the unified competition, Coach Dean taking my teammate, Brandon, and me to McDonald’s after
dinner on Saturday night for a treat and taking a picture with Miss Diamond Head USA on Sunday after the
competition. I want to give thanks to the Special Olympics Hawaii staff, officials, and volunteers for organizing a
great event and taking the time out of their weekends to show up for us and give their love and support to the
athletes and Unified Partners. I want to thank Adrienne, Veronica, Coach Dean, and Coach Doreen for everything
they have done for the Team Maui Strikers this season. The past three months have been the best moments, and I
enjoyed attending practices, getting encouragement from my coaches and teammates, and having fun while
getting exercise.
 
In addition to competing as a Special Olympics athlete, Britney also leads Special Olympics Maui’s Holoholo
Walking Club, which is always welcoming new members. To join, contact mauicounty@sohawaii.org.

Athlete Jeremiah Sykes
​Crowned Homecoming King
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Congratulations to Special Olympics Hawaii athlete, Jeremiah Sykes who was recently crowned Mililani High
School’s homecoming king! Competing against six of his classmates, Jeremiah was voted in as homecoming king by
his peers, marking a very special moment not only for him but for the entire school community. On Saturday,
September 14, 2024, Jeremiah proudly took part in the homecoming parade, celebrating this moment of inclusion
with friends and family.
 
Jeremiah’s win is more than a personal victory; it reflects the power of inclusion and the strong sense of
community fostered by the Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools Program. His crowning as homecoming
king highlights the importance of creating environments where everyone is celebrated and allowed to shine. This
moment is an inspiring reminder of what can be achieved when schools embrace unity and inclusion.

Get a glimpse into Jeremiah’s journey to homecoming king by watching this video : bit.ly/jeremiah-homecoming. 

Officer Michael Abran Carries the Flame of Hope to the 2025 Special
Olympics World Winter Games

Officer Michael Abran of the Hawaii County Police Department will make the long journey from Hawaii to Italy
next year, when he represents Hawaii in the 2025 Special Olympics World Winter Games Final Leg Torch Run in
Turin, Italy. Officer Abran was selected to join a special group of 92 law enforcement officers from around the
world, alongside eight Special Olympics athletes, to carry the Flame of Hope and ignite the Inclusion Revolution
throughout Italy during this monumental event.
 
As a longtime Torch Runner and Special Olympics coach in West Hawaii, Officer Abran said "I am deeply honored to
represent Special Olympics Hawaii and the beautiful State of Hawaii at the 2025 World Winter Games in Turin,
Italy! As a Torch Runner and a Special Olympics track and field coach, my journey has been filled with incredible
moments. One memory that stands out is coaching an athlete named Mickey. Watching his joy as he competed in
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the walking event and the softball throw at the State competition on Oahu was an inspiring experience. Then a few
months later, he was named the 2023 Male Athlete of the Year. I was so proud of him. I am committed to doing
what I can to make sure athletes like Mickey can continue to participate in Special Olympics, make friends, and
inspire others." 
 
Officer Abran’s participation in the Torch Run is not only a symbol of unity but also a call to action. To support him
on his journey to raise awareness for Special Olympics, please visit bit.ly/michaelabran2025.
Stay tuned for updates on this incredible event by following LETR ( @letrforso) and the Special Olympics World
Games (@specialolympicsworldgames) on Instagram. 

From Grins to Wins: Special Smiles and MedFest
Keep Athletes at Their Best!

During the 2024 Aukake Classic on August 17 – 18, Special Olympics Hawaii, alongside Special Smiles Clinical
Director Gerraine Hignite, hosted a Special Smiles event for our athletes and youth Unified Partners. Local dentists
offered free dental exams and fitted athletes with donated mouthguards provided by Hawaii Dental Services.
 
Additionally, Special Olympics Hawaii held our annual MedFest at the Health and Wellness Complex on August 31.
Clinical Directors Dr. Benjamin Chun, Dr. Gayle Prentiss, and Phoebe Packer APRN-RX provided medical screenings
for 21 athletes, ensuring they can stay on the field and continue to train and compete in their favorite sports.
 
We extend our heartfelt thanks to our dedicated clinical directors and generous supporters who make these
essential health services possible for our athletes.

Sponsor Feature: Alexander & Baldwin Continues Long History
Supporting Special Olympics Hawaii

Since 1984, Alexander & Baldwin has been a steadfast
partner of Special Olympics Hawaii, supporting our
mission in different ways including event sponsorship
and hosting one of our biggest annual fundraisers,
Badges and Buckets, at its various retail properties.
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Their generosity has also extended to an important
corporate contribution toward our Capital Campaign,
to support building our Special Olympics Hawaii Sports
and Wellness Center.
 
This year, Alexander & Baldwin once again played a
pivotal role hosting three of our Badges and Buckets
sites at Laulani Village Shopping Center, Kaneohe Bay
Shopping Center, and Manoa Marketplace. Together,
these locations collectively raised $50,371, with
Kaneohe Bay Shopping Center leading the way among
all 12 Oahu sites, followed by Laulani Village Shopping
Center. Over the past 18 years, Alexander & Baldwin’s
properties have helped raise $622,780 through this
fundraiser, and we are immensely grateful for their
ongoing support.

Dan Epstein, President and CEO of Special Olympics Hawaii, expressed his gratitude, “W e are incredibly fortunate
to have partners like Alexander & Baldwin who continue to support our mission year after year. Their generosity
and commitment make a lasting impact on our athletes and our community, and we couldn’t do this important
work without them.”
 
Thank you, Alexander & Baldwin, for your unwavering support of Special Olympics Hawaii!

Special Olympics Hawaii Athletes, Reyse and Nicole,
are going Over the Edge!

Help Them Receive $10,000 in Matching Donations!

 
Badges and Buckets Fundraiser



Raises Over $267,000!
A heartfelt thank you to our
incredible volunteer, off-duty
law enforcement officers from
across the state who
volunteered their time taking
fundraising to new heights
during our Badges and Buckets
event this month. During the
event, the volunteer officers
were stationed on 10-foot
scaffolds and rooftops across
the state, raising awareness and
funds for Special Olympics
Hawaii. On-the-ground
volunteers were also collecting
donations and keeping the
excitement going for shoppers
and supporters.
 
We also extend a heartfelt
mahalo to all the generous
donors who made this event a
success . Thanks to your
incredible support, we raised
over $267,000! We are deeply
grateful to our volunteer, off-
duty law enforcement teams,
event partners, and site
sponsors for their unwavering
dedication, hard work, and
commitment to enhancing the
lives of our athletes. 

 
Give Aloha: Shop and Support Special
Olympics Oahu at Foodland 
Throughout the month of September,
whenever you shop at Foodland, don’t
forget to make a donation to Special
Olympics Oahu at checkout and
Foodland will MATCH a portion of your
gift… so every dollar counts! Be sure to
use their 5-digit organization code
(#77129) and your Maikaʻi number when
donating. 

 
Young Athletes
Earlier this month, we hosted a Young
Athletes event at the Special Olympics
Hawaii offices. Our littlest champions,
ages 2-7, had a blast building pre-sports
skills through play, teamwork, and
inclusion. Want to get your child
involved? Learn more: bit.ly/young-
athletes-hi.  

 
Planned Giving
One of the most important gifts you
can give to your family, friends and
community is a future where each
person is accepted and appreciated
for their unique strengths. Learn
more about how you can leave a
lasting impact when you include
Special Olympics Hawaii in your will,
by visiting
bit.ly/plannedgivinghawaii. 

 
Combined Federal Campaign
Each fall, the Combined Federal
Campaign (CFC) provides federal
employees and retirees with the
chance to support their favorite
charities. The 2024 CFC began on
September 1 and runs through
January 15, 2025. Visit givecfc.org
and use charity code 43725 to make
a donation and meaningful impact
for Special Olympics Hawaii. 

Share your Special Story

If you have a story about your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii – such as a volunteer, coach, official or
family member – we would love to hear from you! Please email your story to our PR team at

crystalclearcomms@gmail.com. We can’t wait to see what kind of stories you’ll share!
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