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What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Law Enforcement Officers Go to Great Heights for
Badges and Buckets Fundraiser

Next month, off-duty, volunteer law enforcement officers are set to
take their community spirit to new heights during Special Olympics

Hawaii’s annual Badges and Buckets fundraiser. The event will take

place:

@® Molokai: September 4-6

@ Hilo, Kauai & Maui: September 5-7

@® Kona & Oahu: September 6-8

@ Lanai: September 13-14

For a complete list of dates and locations visit www.sohawaii.org.

During the event off-duty, law enforcement officers will be
stationed on 10-foot scaffolds and rooftops across the state, raising
= awareness and funds for Special Olympics Hawaii. On-the-ground
"’!l"l'_ll::/"-'j volunteers will also collect donations and keep the excitement
going for shoppers and supporters.

“Our athletes inspire us every day with their determination,
courage, and unwavering spirit,” said Special Olympics Hawaii’s
- President and CEO, Dan Epstein. “The Badges and Buckets
| Special Dlymplcs - fundraiser is a powerful reminder of the incredible community we
Hawaii { a— have here in Hawaii — one that stands tall in support of those who
| wecichi] deserve every opportunity to shine. We appreciate the
commitment of our volunteer officers and their generosity to come
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together year after year to lift our athletes to new heights.”

Donations collected from Badges and Buckets directly benefit
Special Olympics Hawaii and its work to provide sports, health and
wellness, leadership, and inclusionary programs for children and
adults with intellectual disabilities year-round. Since 2001, the
fundraiser has raised more than $4,391,220 for Special Olympics
Hawaii athletes statewide.

Unified Spotlight: Kauai Students Join Newest Cohort of Special Olympics
U.S. Youth Ambassadors

Special Olympics Hawaii Athlete, Jaydan McCleign and Unified Partner,
David Bramna of Kauai’s Unified Champion Schools program were
recently selected to represent Special Olympics Hawaii as members of the
2024-2026 class of Special Olympics U.S. Youth Ambassadors. For the
next two years, they will join other young people with and without
intellectual disabilities from across the nation and serve as advocates,
share stories, and demonstrate the values of inclusive youth leadership.

The two Hawaii youth were among just 15 national leaders selected to
represent the Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools® program.
Jayden and David are proud members of the CKMS Team Unify, led by §
teachers, Amanda Fretto-Girard, Erin Dunn, and Jay Gregory. Jayden has 3 A
been a dedicated athlete with Special Olympics Hawaii for a year, while )
David has served as a Unified Partner for five years. Through their
involvement, they’ve gained invaluable guidance from coaches and
mentors, embraced new opportunities, and experienced personal
growth. Most importantly, they’ve built lasting friendships along the way,
all thanks to the enriching community of Special Olympics Hawaii.

Al A

“My favorite part about Special Olympics is that you’re able to work

together as a team. | was chosen to be one of the youth ambassadors bt oY)
alongside David. | look forward to sharing my ideas with others,

promoting inclusion, and making friends.” Jayden shared.

“This journey as a Youth Ambassador is sure to be an exciting experience
especially because | get to do it with a friend like Jayden. We are so
grateful for this opportunity and can’t wait to share what we have to say
and see what we have to learn,” said David.

The Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools® is a program that
creates inclusive opportunities in sports, leadership, and whole school
engagement. The result is a school environment that promotes inclusion
and respect for all. As many as 16 million young people are taking part in
inclusive experiences through Special Olympics across the U.S.

Guardians of the Flame: Major Roland Turner Helped Light the Way for
Athletes at the 29th Annual ‘Aukake Classic




This month our athletes competed for gold at the 29th Annual ‘Aukake Classic at Waiau District Park. The exciting
two-day event brought together over 400 athletes and coaches from across the states who competed in five-a-side
soccer, individual soccer skills events, and both traditional and Unified bocce.

To kick off the weekend of competition and light the way for our athletes, Retired Major Roland Turner of the
Honolulu Police Department, alongside Special Olympics Hawaii Athlete Justin Lee, proudly escorted the Flame of
Hope. Major Turner not only ignited the day by lighting the ceremonial cauldron, marking the official start of the
‘Aukake Classic, but he also dedicated his entire day to volunteering with our bocce awards team.

We are deeply grateful to Major Turner for his unwavering, year-round commitment to our athletes. His
dedication and service as a true Guardian of the Flame inspires us all!

Sponsor Feature: Celebrating Our Lifesaving Partners,
American Medical Response

This month, we’d like to recognize the incredible team at American Medical Response (AMR) for always ensuring
the safety and well-being of our Special Olympics Hawaii athletes, coaches, and families during programs and
competitions. Their commitment to our program shines year-round at events including our area and state
competitions, the First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch Run, and our annual Over the Edge
fundraiser.

A special thank you to AMR Assistant Chief, Oahu Operations, Danny Kao, for his dedication and leadership. Under
his guidance, Danny has cultivated a team that embodies true care and commitment to our organization. AMR’s
support is not just about their presence—it's about their genuine connections when treating athletes or cheering
them on from the sidelines. This deep, meaningful engagement adds an extra layer of support and encouragement
beyond the call of duty.

Mahalo nui loa to AMR for being a true partner in our mission and a cherished member of the Special Olympics
Hawaii ohanal!




Give Blood, Empower Athletes

There are still a few spots left for our very special
blood drive this Sunday, August 25, from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Special Olympics Hawaii Sports and
Wellness Center (91-610 Maunakapu St. Ewa Beach, Hl
96706). Your support will double the impact and
provide life-saving blood to Blood Bank of Hawaii
during a critical summer period when blood donations
drop by as much as 15 percent. With each blood
donation made, Blood Bank of Hawaii will make a
donation to Special Olympics Hawaii. These donations
will help our athletes train and compete, free of
charge. You can sign up for our August 25 blood drive
here: bit.ly/sohiaugust25.
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with your estate planning

DOWNLOAD THE RESOURCES

Make-a-Will Month

August is National Make-a-Will Month and Special
Olympics has FREE resources to help

you leave a legacy of inclusion. Learn more about how
you can leave a lasting impact when you include
Special Olympics in your will, by visiting

bit.ly/sohimawm.

YOU CAN

enable people who |
have diverse abilities. M
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Safeway Foundation Campaign

Now through the end of August, Safeway is raising
funds in stores to support programs designed to
inspire and enable people with diverse abilities. The
Safeway Foundation’s People with Diverse Abilities
campaign, which kicked off on August 1, is running
across the Northern California Division, including
Hawaii and Western Nevada. Donations are being
collected at check stands through August 31, so you
can make a difference today. Donate at checkout and
help Special Olympics Hawaii create a more inclusive
community.

There's Still Time to Register for ‘Over the Edge’
Rappel 400 feet down the side of the Hyatt Regency
Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa on Saturday, October 19
to support Special Olympics Hawaii athletes! Visit:

bit.ly/sohiote2024 to register.

Special Olympics Hawaii athletes Reyse Sakima and
Nicole Inouye are taking their bravery to new heights
by going “Over the Edge.” Together, they've
committed to raising $10,000 to receive an additional
$10,000 matching donation. To learn more about
Nicole and help her reach her $5,000 goal, visit
bit.ly/nicoleinouye2024. To learn more about Reyse
and support his rappel, visit bit.ly/reysesakima2024.

Share your Special Story

If you have a story about your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii — such as a volunteer, coach, official or
family member — we would love to hear from you! Please email your story to our PR team at
crystalclearcomms@gmail.com. We can’t wait to see what kind of stories you’ll share!
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