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Mahalo for your continued support!
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The Special Olympics Unified Champions Schools Program is a transformative initiative to foster social inclusion
and respect in schools across Hawaii. By promoting Unified Sports, youth leadership, and whole-school
engagement, this program brings together students with and without intellectual disabilities to create an
environment where everyone feels accepted and valued.

Why Participate? Participation in the Unified Champions School Program benefits everyone in the school
community. For students with intellectual disabilities, it offers an opportunity to be more integrated into school
life and develop friendships. For their peers, it fosters empathy, understanding, and leadership skills. For the
school as a whole, it creates a more inclusive environment, enhancing the overall educational experience.

Get Involved Are you a schoolteacher or administrator interested in creating a more inclusive and supportive


https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP

environment at your school? The Special Olympics Unified Champion School Program provides the resources,
support, and framework you need to get started. For more information about how to bring this program to your
school for the upcoming school year, please contact:

Emerald-Leigh Chun

Unified Champion School Manager
Ph: 808.695.3529

Email: unify@ sohawaii.org

The Guardian: Torch Runners Celebrate Unity and Honor

39TH ANNUAL FIRST HAWAIIAN BANK

TROY BARBOZA LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN

On Friday, June 7, our community came together for a momentous occasion—the inaugural Torch Run Festival
preceding the 39th Annual First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch Run. Held at the Clarence T.C.
Ching Football Field, this festival marked a heartfelt tribute to our fallen officer, Troy Barboza, while also serving as
the vibrant starting point for the Special Olympics Summer Games. Law enforcement agencies gathered,
showcasing interactive booths, games, inflatables, and giveaways. It was a joyous celebration of unity and
remembrance.

The evening culminated in a stirring moment as our athletes from across the state witnessed our Guardians of the
Flame making their grand entrance carrying the Flame of Hope into the stadium. Honolulu Police Department’s
Chief Joe Logan and athlete Mickey Rooney from West Hawaii stepped forward to ignite the cauldron, symbolizing
the official start of the Summer Games and inspiring all present with the spirit of athleticism and inclusion.

This year’s festival was a significant milestone, and we eagerly anticipate continuing this tradition in the years
ahead. Looking forward, we are excited to announce that next year marks the 40th anniversary of the First
Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch Run. It is a momentous milestone, and we encourage
everyone to be on the lookout for special events and opportunities to participate as we celebrate this achievement
together.

Help Athletes Reyse and Nicole Go ‘Over the Edge’
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We all know Special Olympics Hawaii athletes are brave, especially Reyse Sakima and Nicole Inouye, who take their
bravery to the next level by stepping up and going “Over the Edge” for their fellow athletes. On Saturday, October
19, Reyse and Nicole will rappel 400 feet down the side of the Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa as they
participate in the 15th Annual Over the Edge fundraiser. Together, they’ve committed to raising $10,000 to receive
an additional $10,000 matching donation.

Reyse says, “I want to raise $5,000 because it will give more people the chance to become athletes, do sports, and
learn to be leaders. And maybe they can get a job like me and have a happy life with friends and family.” To learn
more about Reyse and help him reach his goal, visit bit.ly/reysesakima2024

Nicole shares, "Special Olympics Hawaii can change an athlete's life. With the help, support, and aloha of the
Special Olympics Hawaii staff and community, I've gotten more confident, have a job, and have been educated on
becoming a leader. Every donation can help change more lives." To learn more about Nicole and help her reach
her $5,000 goal, visit bit.ly/nicoleinouye2024

Help Reyse and Nicole turn their efforts to raise $10,000 into $20,000! If you would like to participate in this year’s
Over the Edge, visit: bit.ly/sohiote2024 to register.

Health & Wellness Corner: Keeping Athletes Healthy

Your health doesn’t take a vacation and neither do we! Check out some of our Healthy Athlete events coming up
this summer.

Special Smiles for Healthy Athletes

Special Olympics Hawaii will be hosting a Special Smiles Healthy Athletes screening during Aukake Classic on
August 17, at Waiau District Park on Oahu. Special Smiles will be offering free dental screenings to participating
Special Olympics Hawaii athletes and youth Unified Partners. Special Smiles also provides comprehensive oral
health care information and instructions on correct oral hygiene techniques. There will also be an information tent
with hydration tips and sun protection and information. Sunscreen and water will be available at the event. We
hope to see you there!
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Oahu Medfest on Saturday, August 31

Special Olympics Hawaii is hosting another MedFest on Oahu! MedFest is a free medical screening opportunity,
provided by our wonderful year-round partner, Kaiser Permanente Hawaii, for both new and returning athletes in
order to receive their mandatory medical screenings. The event will be held on August 31, at the Special Olympics
Hawaii Health and Wellness Center in Ewa Beach. If you or your child needs a new medical screening, please
contact your team's Head of Delegation. To sign up for an appointment, click

Other Upcoming Events:

o August 19 at 2pm Health Corner: We will be discussing food and nutrition.
o August 24 at 4pm: Pizza Party! We will be using the vegetables that were grown in our garden.

o August 30 at 4pm: Dance Party

The schedule for Hale ‘O Mauliola virtual events can be found on

under “Initiatives."

For any health and wellness program questions, please contact Erica at

Sponsor Feature: BrandSafway
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This month we’d like to extend a heartfelt mahalo to
BrandSafway for their 21 years of support in providing
crucial infrastructure needed to conduct two of our
most important fundraisers: Badges and Buckets and
Over the Edge. BrandSafway constructs thirteen 10-
foot scaffoldings spanning from Hawaii Kai to Kapolei
for Badges and Buckets. Additionally, they build the
scaffolding on the roof and the landing zone at the
Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa for our
annual Over the Edge fundraiser. To date, a total of
over $5,155,000 has been raised for our athletes with
their support of these events.

"We are incredibly grateful for the support
BrandSafway has given us and our athletes for over
two decades,” said Special Olympics Hawaii’s Director
of Development, Tracey Bender. "Their expertise,
generosity, and unwavering commitment are truly
invaluable and play an instrumental role in ensuring
the success of both the Badges and Buckets and Over
the Edge fundraisers each year.”

Give Blood, Empower Athletes

We need your support! On Sunday, August 25, we will
be holding a special blood drive from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the Special Olympics Hawaii Sports and Wellness
Center (91-610 Maunakapu St. Ewa Beach, HI 96706).
Your support will double the impact and provide life-
saving blood to_Blood Bank of Hawaii during a critical
summer period — when blood donations drop by as
much as 15 percent — as well as help our organization
provide athletes to train and compete, free of charge.
You can sign up for our blood drive on Sunday, August
25 here: bit.ly/sohiaugust25.

The 7th Annual Hawaii State Law Enforcement Surfing
Classic Made Waves in Waikiki

Last month, the Hawaii State Law Enforcement Surfing
Classic raised $5,000 for our athletes. The event was
held from June 21-23, at Queen’s Beach in Waikiki and
included teams of first responders from Hawaii and
California. Mahalo to everyone who took part in the
event and a special thank you to Gregg Ari, Guy
Demello, and the Surfing Classic committee!
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Create a legacy of giving: i

empower future athletes

Coming Soon: August is Make-a-Will Month

One of the most important gifts you can give to your
family, friends and community is a future where each
person is accepted and appreciated for their unique
strengths. August is National Make-a-Will Month.
Learn about the top 3 reasons you need a will. It only
takes a few minutes, but it will mean so much to the
people you love. Learn more here.

Mark Your Calendar for Badges and Buckets
Volunteer, off-duty law enforcement officers are
getting ready to elevate their duties for Special
Olympics Hawaii’s annual Badges and Buckets
fundraiser. The event returns to 18 locations
statewide, including Molokai (September 4-6), Maui
(September 5-7), East Hawaii (September 5-7), Kauai
(September 5-7), Oahu (September 6-8), and West
Hawaii (November 8-11). During the event volunteer
officers will take community service to another level
while perched on 10-foot scaffolds and rooftops at
locations across the state. For more information, visit

sohawaii.org.

Share your Special Story

If you have a story about your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii — such as a volunteer, coach, official or
family member — we would love to hear from you! Please email your story to our PR team at
crystalclearcomms@ gmail.com. We can’t wait to see what kind of stories you’ll share!

Special Olympics Hawaii | 91-610 Maunakapu St | Ewa Beach, HI 96706 US
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