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Mahalo for your continued support!

Support Our Athletes

 
What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Athletes Bring the Heat at 54th Annual State Summer Games

Special Olympics Hawaii athletes from across the state are getting ready to dive into one of the biggest
competitions of the year! Hundreds of athletes and coaches have been preparing since February to compete in
swimming, track and field, powerlifting and softball at this year’s 54th Annual State Summer Games, taking place
from June 7-9, 2024 at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, Henry J. Kaiser High School and Central Oahu Regional
Park. 
 
The Games officially kick off with the Opening Ceremonies on Friday evening, June 7, when athletes and coaches
parade into the University of Hawaii at Manoa’s Les Murakami Stadium to start the weekend of competition with
entertainment and a celebration for sponsors whose support makes the Games possible. The Opening Ceremonies

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP


also marks the finish line for the Guardians of the Flame participating in this year’s First Hawaiian Bank Troy
Barboza Law Enforcement Torch Run, an event that brings together law enforcement officers from city, county,
state, and federal agencies running to raise awareness and resources for people with intellectual disabilities. 

"Summer Games is awesome because we get to play
sports, and we love to be with athletes from all over
the state. And I can add to my medal collection."
- Jack Whitaker | Special Olympics Hawaii Athlete

"I look forward to meeting everyone from the neighbor
islands. Making new friends and seeing old friends."
- Ho'opi'o Balaz | Special Olympics Hawaii Project
Assistant and Athlete

"I'm looking forward to seeing all my friends from other islands. I only get to see them once a year. "
- Josh Rowe | Special Olympics Hawaii Athlete

Highlights from the 54th Annual State Summer Games include:
Friday, June 7

Softball | 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. | Central O'ahu Regional Park
Opening Ceremonies and Cheer for Champions | 6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. | University of Hawaii at Mānoa Les
Murakami Stadium

Saturday, June 8
Healthy Athletes | 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. | University of Hawaii at Mānoa Pool Classrooms and Kaiser High
School Gyms
Track & Field | 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. | Kaiser High School Cougar Stadium
Powerlifting | 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. | University of Hawaii at Mānoa Fitness Center
Swimming | 9:15 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. | University of Hawaii at Mānoa Duke Kahanamoku Aquatic Complex
Young Athletes | 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. | University of Hawaii at Mānoa Dance Studio

 
Sunday, June 9

Swimming | 8:15 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. | University of Hawaii at Mānoa Duke Kahanamoku Aquatic Complex
Powerlifting | 8:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. | University of Hawaii at Mānoa Fitness Center
Track & Field | 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. | Kaiser High School Cougar Stadium
Closing Ceremonies | 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. | All locations

 
To view the full event schedule, visit bit.ly/2024SummerGamesSchedule
For information, visit: https://sohawaii.org/events/state_summer_games/

Donate Blood, Be the Heartbeat of Special Olympics Hawaii
To participate in our June 29th Blood Drive, visit bit.ly/sohijune29

This summer, you can be a champion for local athletes AND give the gift of life by donating blood. For every blood
donation made from June 1 through August 31 at any Blood Bank of Hawaii drive or facility across the state. Blood
Bank of Hawaii will donate to our organization, which will help our Special Olympics Hawaii athletes train and
compete free of charge. Even better: you'll provide life-saving blood during the critical summer period when blood
donations typically drop by as much as 15 percent. The Blood Bank of Hawaii needs up to 200 donors every day to
maintain the state's blood supply, and just one donation can save up to three lives. Your support will double the
impact by helping two nonprofits dedicated to serving the Hawaii community. To attend a blood drive near you,
you can schedule your appointment at bbh.org.
Additionally, Special Olympics Hawaii will be hosting two blood drive events at our Special Olympics Hawaii Sports
and Wellness Center (91-610 Maunakapu Street, Ewa Beach, HI 96706) on Saturday, June 29, and Sunday, August
25, both from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. To participate in our June 29th Blood Drive, visit bit.ly/sohijune29 .

 

"I gave blood last year and I couldn't think of a
better, and easier way to support two local
organizations working to improve the lives of
island residents," said Special Olympics Hawaii's
President and CEO, Dan Epstein. "With every
blood donation made this summer, you're not
just saving lives, you're also supporting Hawaii's
children and adults with intellectual disabilities,
helping them reach their full potential and
pursue their dreams on and off the playing field."

https://bit.ly/2024SummerGamesSchedule
https://sohawaii.org/events/state_summer_games/
http://bit.ly/sohijune29
http://bbh.org
http://bit.ly/sohijune29


Unified Spotlight: HHSAA State Track Competition

Sets the Pace for Inclusion

Earlier this month, the Oahu Interscholastic Association
(OIA) hosted the HHSAA State Track Competition.
Special Olympics Hawaii had the opportunity to attend
and compete amongst peers in the 4x100 and 4x400
Unified relay races. Three Unified Champion Schools
participated – Campbell High School, Mililani High
School, and Waimea High School – with teams
consisting of two Unified partners (general education
students) and two athletes (with intellectual
disabilities).

Alyssa, a Campbell High School, Special Olympics
Hawaii athlete, shared: "I was excited to be running the
4x400 with friends as it was my first time on
track."John, a Unified partner from Mililani High
School, said: "It's so cool to have everyone watching us
promote inclusion."

 

HHSAA State Track Competition Results:
4x100 Relay

Campbell High School: 51.37
Waimea High School: 53.25
Mililani High School: 1:09.18

 
4x400 Relay

Campbell High School: 4.30.93
Waimea High School: 4.35.01
Mililani High School: 5.56.95

It was inspiring to see our athletes compete at this level and to provide a platform for general education students
to see our athlete's abilities and cheer them on. Congratulations to all who participated!

The Guardian: Lace Up for the First-Ever Torch Run Festival



A special shout to our Guardians of the Flame for sporting our 2024 First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law
Enforcement Torch Run shirts! This year’s commemorative shirts are flying out the door and there are less than
two weeks to go before our first ever Torch Run Festival. We invite all members of law enforcement, military, and
their families to join us for the first Torch Run Festival taking place at the University of Hawaii at Manoa’s Ching
Football Field at 6 p.m. The Festival will be followed by the Final Leg of the Law Enforcement Torch Run and, after
running through Moilili and Manoa, will culminate with an entrance into the Summer Games Opening Ceremonies
and the lighting of the cauldron to kick-off the Summer Games. Sign up now at: bit.ly/torchrun2024.

Health and Wellness Corner: Free Screenings for Athletes and Youth Unified
Partners at This Year’s State Summer Games

Calling all athletes and Unified partners! Join us on Saturday, June 8, for a day of fun and FREE health screenings
during our annual State Summer Games. Our Healthy Athletes program will take place at two locations: the
University of Hawaii at Mānoa and Kaiser High School, offering a variety of screenings to support our athletes and
youth Unified partners' health and well-being.

At the University of Hawaii at Manoa, we will provide:
Healthy Hearing (audiology)
Opening Eyes (optometry)
Special Smiles for Young Athletes (dentistry)

 
At Kaiser High School , you can participate in:

Fit Feet (podiatry)
Fun Fitness (physical therapy)
Opening Eyes (optometry)
Special Smiles (dentistry)
Health Promotion (healthy living and
preventative care)
Strong Minds (emotional health)

 

Both locations will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with athlete check-in closing at 3:30 p.m. All athletes and
youth Unified partners are encouraged to attend, and you can even win some great prizes for participating. If you
have any questions, please contact Erica at ha@sohawaii.org. We hope to see you there!

http://bit.ly/torchrun2024


Meet Our New Team Members!

We would like to extend a warm welcome to Aysia, Pohai, Akemi, and Jo, the newest members of our team! Each
brings their own unique story, passion, and spirit to our Special Olympics Hawaii ohana. We asked them to share a
few words about themselves and what they are most looking forward to with their new roles at Special Olympics
Hawaii. 

 
"Hello, my name is Aysia, and I am one of the
Development Coordinators at Special Olympics Hawaii.
My last job was as a Project Coordinator and Counselor
at the University of Hawaii at Mānoa. I am looking
forward to planning fun events that will benefit Special
Olympics Hawaii, and, I am excited to work with a
great team!"
- Aysia Amion | Development Coordinator

 
"Aloha, my name is Pohai, and I am the new
Bookkeeper and Office Manager at Special Olympics
Hawaii. Previously, I worked at the Kroc Center as the
Senior Events Manager, and, I own my own wedding
and event planning business. I am excited to play an
integral part in the operation and success of Special
Olympics Hawaii and make a difference in the lives of
our athletes!"
- Pohai Carlos | Bookkeeper and Office Manager 

  "My name is Akemi, and I am the new Volunteer
Coordinator. I recruit and coordinate volunteers for our
events throughout the year. If you are interested in
volunteering, please don't hesitate to reach out. I
previously worked in hospitality while attending the
University of Hawaii at Mānoa where I received my
Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education. After
deciding that teaching was not for me, I was lucky
enough to find a position at Special Olympics Hawaii
and I have been loving it since day one! I look forward
to getting to know everyone involved with Special
Olympics Hawaii: volunteers, athletes, families, and
coaches. I am very grateful to be a part of a community
that spreads awareness and inclusion on our islands
and around the globe. The Special Olympics does make
the world a better place for everyone."

- Akemi Nagai | Volunteer Coordinator

 
"Hi! My name is Jo, and I am one of the newest
Development Coordinators. I previously worked with
kupuna at an assisted living community. I loved
working for our kupuna and making their days brighter.
Furthermore, I am looking forward to creating and
building new relationships along with gaining new
knowledge, and skills in planning large-scale events. I
am excited to work more with our athletes, and, I can't
wait to share more about our work here at Special



Olympics Hawaii!"
- Josefina Salas-Cruz Mau | Development Coordinator

Sponsor Feature: Walmart’s Decade of Dedication

This month we recognize Walmart, a company that has been an integral supporter of our annual Badges and
Buckets (previously known as Cop on Top) fundraiser for more than a decade. Since 2013, Walmart has been a
Year-Round Mission Partner, as well as a host location for Badges and Buckets, allowing us to hold our event at
stores on Hawaii Island, Kauai, Maui, and Oahu. This year will be the eleventh year supporting the three-day,
statewide fundraiser.
 
“We are incredibly thankful for the continued partnership and support of Walmart and their generous shoppers
who year after year continue to make Badges and Buckets a success,” said Special Olympics Hawaii’s Director of
Development, Tracey Bender. “Thanks to their support and the generosity of the community last year we were
able to raise more than $160,695 at Walmart stores, which directly benefits more than 3,400 children and adults
with intellectual disabilities that we serve across Hawaii.”
 
In 2023, Walmart received the Special Olympics Hawaii’s Organization of the Year award, acknowledging their
steadfast, decade-long dedication to our athletes. In addition to their support for Badges and Buckets, Walmart
provided us with $11,500 in grants last year to help our programs. Together, our partnership has raised over
$1,000,000 for local athletes. Mark your calendars: this year's Badges and Buckets event is set for the first week
and weekend of September. Mahalo Walmart for all that you do for our athletes!

Our Cheer for Champions Online
Auction Preview is LIVE

Calling All Thrill-seekers! 

Registration is now OPEN for this

Planned Giving
One of the most important gifts you
can give to your family, friends and



The annual Cheer for Champions
online auction preview is now
available. Bidding starts on June 4
and concludes on June 7 at 9:00pm.
You must register to bid. Check out
this year’s enticing array of auction
items online here:
bit.ly/sohicheer2024.
 
For more information, contact
Tracey at traceyb@sohawaii.org.
Don’t miss out on the chance to
secure some special items – all
while making a difference in the
lives of our Special Olympics
athletes. 

year’s 15th Annual Over the Edge,
which is set to take place on
Saturday, October 19. Raise a
minimum of $1,000 to support our
athletes and rappel 40 stories from
the roof of the Hyatt Regency
Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa. For
more information or to register, visit
give.classy.org/overtheedge2024 or
contact Tracey at
traceyb@sohawaii.org.

community is a future where each
person is accepted and appreciated
for their unique strengths. Learn
more about how you can leave a
lasting impact when you include the
Special Olympics in your will, by
visiting bit.ly/plannedgivinghawaii.  

Share your Special Story

If you have a story about your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii – such as a volunteer, coach, official or
family member – we would love to hear from you! Please email your story to our PR team at

crystalclearcomms@gmail.com. We can’t wait to see what kind of stories you’ll share!
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