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Mahalo for your continued support!

Support Our Athletes

 
What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Sports… And Much More!
By Dan Epstein, President and CEO of Special Olympics Hawaii

Below is an excerpt of an article that appeared in the June 19 edition of Midweek.

For over 50 years, Special Olympics Hawaii has played a pivotal role in fostering inclusive and unified communities
across Hawaii. Founded in 1968, we are a year-round movement dedicated to empowering individuals of all ages
with intellectual disabilities through the transformative power of sports and beyond. With over 50 competitions
annually – including three major state games – we provide a platform for over 6,000 athletes and Unified partners
to showcase their abilities and redefine perceptions of what's possible.
 
At the heart of our mission is the belief that every individual, regardless of ability deserves the chance to shine.
That’s why we welcome athletes of all ages and abilities – from keiki as young as two to kupuna well into their
nineties. One of my favorite memories is of Auntie Vivian Olivera from Hilo, who competed in bocce well into her
eighties and inspired her fellow athletes – not to mention myself! – and reminded us that age is just a number.
 

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP


Did you know that Special Olympics’ mission and work extends well beyond “just sports.” Today, our organization
offers programs like our Healthy Athlete Program, which ensures athletes thrive both on and off the field through
health screenings, education, and fitness programs, and our Unified Champion Schools Program promotes
meaningful social inclusion in schools from Pre-K through college. 

Read the full article here

Live on the Edge and Support Special Olympics Hawaii

Calling all thrill seekers! Don’t miss your chance to be one of less than 100 individuals participating in the 15th
Annual Over the Edge fundraiser benefiting Special Olympics Hawaii. This year’s event will take place Saturday,
October 19, at the Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa, where participants have the unique opportunity
to rappel more than 400 feet down the side of the hotel and experience truly breathtaking views of Waikiki and
Diamond Head. Individuals and teams are strongly encouraged to sign up today at
give.classy.org/overtheedge2024.

Early bird registration runs now through Friday, August 1, and includes a reduced $50 registration fee. After August
1, the registration fee is $100 per participant. The Team Member registration fee is $25 and registration for
returning participants is free. All participants are asked to raise a minimum of $1,000 in donations, must be 18
years of age by the day of the event, and weigh less than 300 pounds. Each participant will receive a
commemorative 15th Anniversary Over the Edge t-shirt, and additional prizes will be awarded to those who raise
more than the $1,000 minimum.
 
A special mahalo to Love’s Brand and the Hawaii Food Alliance for supporting this year’s event as our Gold Medal
Sponsors!

Health and Wellness Corner:
​Together We Completed Over 800 Screenings

A BIG mahalo to all the athletes and Unified partners who participated in our Healthy Athletes event at this year’s
State Summer Games. Across all disciplines, we completed over 800 health screenings in Fit Feet (podiatry), Fun
Fitness (physical therapy), Opening Eyes (optometry/ophthalmology), Special Smiles (dentistry), Healthy Hearing
(audiology), Health Promotion (healthy living/preventative care), and Smart Minds (emotional health). This
successful event wouldn’t have been possible without the invaluable support of our dedicated volunteers, clinical
directors, clinicians, students, and community partners like Project Vision, who came out to support our athletes
and helped to keep our community healthy, and a special mahalo to Kaiser High School for being such an
exceptional host.
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/6b9e4e4b001/892f153f-3add-497f-9e74-963c82c46069.pdf
http://give.classy.org/overtheedge2024?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1QWCKB7yeCYifw7fSaB41rqA6dbxoflHib9nUJ4dVdLx3xqhBobfsqEkg_aem_M9H3BQjPaOILKYvx-b16bg


Athletes and Unified partners, we invite you to join us at our next Healthy Athletes event at Aukake Classic on
August 17 and 18 at Waiau District Park. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Unified Spotlight: ​Reflecting on Waimea Canyon Middle School's

"Spread the Word" EventBy Carrie Kimmel, Waimea Canyon Middle School Liaison and DOE

Occupational Therapist

Last month, Waimea Canyon Middle School came together for a special "Spread the Word" event. This initiative,
aimed at promoting inclusion and unity, was a resounding success thanks to the enthusiastic participation of our
students, athletes, and dedicated staff.
 
Students that took the first step in signing up for the Unified Club were invited to participate in a pizza party during
lunch with our athletes. We also took the Fully Self Contained (FSC) class to visit the Unified Club mural that was
put up in the cafeteria. Throughout the event, our students shared powerful insights into the importance of
inclusion.
 
One new club member shared, "Inclusion is very important. Just because people have disabilities doesn't mean
that they can't also be included in what we do on a daily basis." Another student echoed this sentiment,
highlighting that inclusion makes things easier for everyone and enriches our school community.

Sponsor Feature: First Hawaiian Bank Invests in Inclusion

As the title sponsor of the First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch Run for 26 years, First
Hawaiian Bank has been an incredible supporter of Special Olympics Hawaii athletes and law enforcement
volunteers who come together to make the run possible. From the beginning of our partnership 32 years ago, First
Hawaiian Bank (FHB) has remained committed to Special Olympics Hawaii’s mission and efforts to promote
inclusion for people of all abilities. "We deeply value our more than three decades of partnership with First
Hawaiian Bank,” said Special Olympics Hawaii’s President and CEO Dan Epstein. “Their loyal support has been a
cornerstone for our organization, providing the means and opportunities for our athletes to achieve their dreams.”

In 2022, FHB committed to donating $25,000 each year, for four years to our Capital Campaign, and to date, they
have made corporate contributions totaling over $1.5 million since 1992. During our 32-year relationship, FHB has
provided a full range of support to Special Olympics athletes by sponsoring fundraising events, selecting our



organization as a beneficiary of the Kokua Mai employee giving campaign, and providing in-kind printing services
and radio promotional opportunities to raise additional funds for our programs. Recently, First Hawaiian Bank has
given our athletes the unique opportunity to throw out the first pitch at University of Hawaii at Manoa baseball
games that are sponsored by First Hawaiian Bank. They have also been a proud sponsor of our gala events for over
two decades. In addition to making personal donations and receiving commemorative shirts, First Hawaiian Bank
employees and their families across the state volunteer at various events and Torch Runs to provide refreshments,
as well as thank and cheer on Torch Runners and athletes. Mahalo nui loa First Hawaiian Bank!

 
Give Blood, Empower Athletes -
Appointments Still Available for the Blood Drive on
Saturday, June 29th! Help Us Save Lives!

The Blood Bank of Hawaii is currently experiencing a
blood donation shortage and needs your kokua to
ensure a safe and adequate blood supply for patients
here in Hawaii. From now through the end of August,
every blood donation made at the Blood Bank of
Hawaii means a donation to Special Olympics Hawaii.
We are also hosting a blood drive at the
Special Olympics Hawaii Sports and Wellness Center
(91-610 Maunakapu Street, Ewa Beach, HI 96706) this
Saturday, June 29, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. It's not too
late to schedule an appointment – visit
bit.ly/sohijune29 to sign up. 

Planned Giving
One of the most important gifts you can give to your
family, friends and community is a future where each
person is accepted and appreciated for their unique
strengths. Learn more about how you can leave a
lasting impact when you include the Special Olympics
in your will, by visiting bit.ly/plannedgivinghawaii. 

Cheer for Champions Raises $237,700!

Mahalo to everyone who supported this year’s Cheer
for Champions fundraiser. Together we raised
$237,700 for our athletes and programs. Mahalo to
our presenting sponsor, the Fertility Institute of
Hawaii, and our MVP and All-Star table sponsors and
their guests, as well as our event partners, donors,
volunteers, and those who participated in the online
auction. 

 

Par Hawaii Fuels Dreams
A BIG thank you to Par Hawaii and their hard-working
HELE employees for raising close to $52,000 for Special
Olympics Hawaii during their 19th Annual Fueling
Dreams campaign. A special mahalo to everyone who
contributed to this year’s campaign. To date, the
Fueling Dreams campaign has raised over $1,052,000
to support our athletes and programs.

Share your Special Story

If you have a story about your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii – such as a volunteer, coach, official or
family member – we would love to hear from you! Please email your story to our PR team at

crystalclearcomms@gmail.com. We can’t wait to see what kind of stories you’ll share!
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