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Hundreds of Athletes in Action this Month!

Area and Regional competitions are ongoing through ﬁ
the month of April and into May. Competitions in Track
and Field, Swimming, Powerlifting and Softball are
being held on all islands as hundreds of athletes
showcase their skills in their local communities with
the support of well over a thousand volunteers.
Athletes competing in these competitions qualify for
the State Summer Games on June 7-9 at the University
of Hawaii, Kaiser HS, and Central Oahu Regional Park.
Mahalo to the many coaches who have donated
countless hours in support of our athletes remarkable
achievements!

To volunteer for the State Summer Games please reach

out to Akemi at volunteer@ SOHawaii.org.

Three Cheers for Our Amazing Volunteers!

April is National Volunteer Month and we would like to thank all of the amazing volunteers who generously
share their time to support the athletes of Special Olympics Hawaii.

Check out a few of our volunteers and the very special way that they give back:
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Maureen and Stanley Chun have been
invaluable volunteers for Special Olympics for
over two decades. They lend their talents as
photographers who capture the magic of our
events. They can be seen at all of our state
games and fundraisers and have even traveled
with our Hawaii delegations to USA games. Their
commitment and passion shine through in every
photo they take.

"It started out as a project in our photography club, and we ended up falling in love with Special Olympics Hawaii. |
love the mission and inclusivity — like how Special Olympics expanded their reach to schools. Unified teams is so
cool,” said Maureen Chun.

The Honolulu Fire Department is fired up about
supporting Special Olympics Hawaii and gives back to
our organization in a variety of ways! Just this month
they joined our Preschool Play Days, where they
volunteered at various activity stations. Last year,
firefighters served as Awards Presenters and Bocce
Officials as well as ropes volunteers at Over The Edge.

“We love working with kids and helping with the
community. We really want to give back," they all
agreed.

Law Enforcement Torch Run Picks Up Speed

Members of federal, state and county law enforcement
agencies from across the state are gearing up for the
2024 First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law
Enforcement Torch Run! The Law Enforcement Torch
Run® for Special Olympics engages law enforcement
personnel to champion acceptance and inclusion for
people with intellectual disabilities. Known honorably
as our Guardians of the Flame, dedicated and
compassionate law enforcement personnel will carry
the “Flame of Hope” into the Opening Ceremonies of
the Special Olympics Hawaii 2024 State Summer
Games on Friday, June 7.

We would like to invite all members of law enforcement/military and their families to join us for our first-ever
Torch Run Festival at the University of Hawaii, Ching Football Field at 6 p.m. by registering for the First Hawaiian
Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch Run. All participants will receive this year’s popular commemorative
shirt. To sign up visit: http://bit.ly/torchrun2024.

Health and Wellness: Our Garden Club is Growing!

Statistically, gardening has been shown to lighten one’s mood and reduce stress and anxiety. Gardening
also provides structure to our day and is directly linked to improved mental health — not to mention the
added benefit of fresh herbs, produce and flowers! Since Special Olympics Hawaii launched its Garden
Club in February, our plants have flourished and are already producing fruit and vegetables. Currently, we
are growing tomatoes, eggplants, basil, fresh oregano and parsley to host a pizza party that our Garden
Club members will be able to enjoy later this year.

Our next meeting is scheduled to take place Wednesday, May 8, in person at our Special Olympics Hawaii
Sports and Wellness Center. For more information and to join the Gardening Club, please email Ho'opi‘o
at: hbalaz@ sohawaii.org.
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Year-Round Mission Partner Par Hawaii has been a
sponsor of Special Olympics Hawaii since 1991. They
are also the annual Opening Ceremonies Sponsor of
our State Summer Games and an All Star Sponsor for
Cheer for Champions. For more than three decades,
Par Hawaii has been an amazing supporter of Special
Olympics Hawaii, contributing over $1,547,322 through
corporate donations and sponsorships, participating in
fundraising events like Polar Plunge and Over the Edge,
and conducting in-store fundraisers to continue making
a difference in the lives of our athletes.

Right now, Par Hawaii is conducting its 19t annual
Fueling Dreams campaign, helping Special Olympics
Hawaii athletes on their journey for gold. The
fundraiser, which runs now through May 13, 2024, is
on track to raise over $50,000 and invites Hawaii
drivers to put the pedal to the metal and drive support
for Special Olympics Hawaii athletes by making a
donation at 33 participating Hele stores across Oahu,
Hawaii Island and Maui. All donations received will
provide opportunities for athletes with intellectual
disabilities to train and compete free of charge. To
date, the Fueling Dreams campaign has raised more
than $1,005,120 for Special Olympics Hawaii athletes
and programs.

Mahalo to Board of Directors Member John Peyton, Par Hawaii’s Vice President — Hawaii Retail and the Par Hawaii
and Hele employees for supporting our athletes for over three decades.

Unified Spotlight: Celebrating Autism Acceptance Month

April is celebrated globally as Autism Acceptance Month. Here in Hawaii
our friends at Radford High School, a Unified Champion School, planned
and executed a school-wide Blue Carnival. Students were encouraged to
wear blue. During lunch, students explored different booths that
included: Guess the Smell, Listen to the Sounds, Guess What’s in the Box
and many more. Additionally, there were food booths, dance battles and
various sports activities, including ring toss and football. Remarkably, the
students came together to raise awareness about autism and disabilities
and created meaningful connections with their peers with and without
disabilities.




Jersey Mike’s Raises Over $80,000 for Local Athletes

Jersey Mike’s Month of Giving campaign raised
$80,207 for the athletes of Special Olympics Hawaii!
Thank you to everyone who made a donation during
the Month of Giving and a sub-stantial difference on
Jersey Mike's Day of Giving. A special mahalo to
Jersey Mike’s Hawaii on Oahu and Maui for
continuing to support our athletes!

Seeking Donations for the
Cheer for Champions Auction

Special Olympics Hawaii is seeking donations for our
annual Cheer for Champions Online Auction taking
place June 5-7. If you would like to make a donation,
please contact Tracey at traceyb@ sohawaii.org.

More information to come on how you can register
to bid in this year's auction!

Over the Edge: Rise to the Challenge

Registration opens May 13 for this year’s 15th
Annual Over the Edge on Saturday, October 19. Raise
a minimum of $1,000 to support our athletes and
rappel 40 stories from the roof of the Hyatt Regency
Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa. For more information,
visit https://sohawaii.org/events/over-the-edge/

or contact Tracey at traceyb@ sohawaii.org
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Create a legacy of giving:
empower future athletes

Planned Giving

One of the most important gifts you can give to your
family, friends and community is a future where each
person is accepted and appreciated for their unique
strengths. Learn more about how you can leave a
lasting impact when you include Special Olympics in
your will by visiting
https://bit.ly/plannedgivinghawaii.

Share your Special Story

If you have a story about your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii — such as a volunteer, coach, official or
family member — we would love to hear from you! Please email your story to our PR team at
crystalclearcomms@ gmail.com. We can’t wait to see what kind of stories you'll share!
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