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Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.

Support Our Athletes

 
What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Special Highlights from the 2024 Health and Wellness Conference

Earlier this month Special Olympics Hawaii held their first
Health and Wellness Conference since before the pandemic
at the Ala Moana Hotel. Over 130 participants that included
athletes, partners, coaches, family members, health
community partners and staff attended trainings in Athlete
Leadership, Health Messenger, Media and Communications,
Principles of Coaching Special Olympics Athletes, Family
Empowerment in the Area of MedQuest, ABLE Now, Kal’s
Law and Estate Planning for Children with Special Needs, and
Health Commuity Collaboration. 

We were also honored and thrilled to have Roberta Kraus, PhD, President for the Center for Sports Psychology for
Colorado Springs, give an inspiring and motivational speech during our general session and lunch. We hope that
everyone enjoyed this inspirational and educational time together!

Off-Duty, Volunteer Law Enforcement Serve Up Your Favorite Dishes This Weekend!

From serving our community to serving your favorite
dishes, volunteer, off-duty law enforcement officers
from federal, state, and county agencies across Oahu
will join forces for Special Olympics Hawaii’s annual Tip
A Cop fundraiser. The event takes place this Friday,
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February 23, through Sunday, February 25, at
participating restaurants including four California Pizza
Kitchen locations and two Goma Tei locations across
Oahu. The fundraiser aims to raise awareness and
collect donations for Special Olympics Hawaii athletes
and programs. The event will take place during the
following dates and times:

California Pizza Kitchen – Ka Makana Aliʻi, Kahala Mall, Kailua Town Center and Pearlridge Center
●        Friday, February 23, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
●        Saturday, February 24, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
●        Sunday, February 25, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
 
Goma Tei – Kahala Mall and Pearlridge Center
●        Friday, February 23, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
●        Saturday, February 24, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
●        Sunday, February 25, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
(Pearlridge Center only 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.)
 
“We’re incredibly grateful to have the opportunity to continue to partner with such beloved restaurants like
California Pizza Kitchen and Goma Tei, and for their kindness and generosity in giving back to the community and
hosting us for this event,” said Special Olympics Hawaii’s Director of Development, Tracey Bender. “We hope that
our supporters will come out and support our local law enforcement and all that they do for our athletes while
enjoying their favorite meal – whether that’s pasta, pizza or ramen!”

Health and Wellness Corner:
Connecting Communities for the Future of Inclusive Health

Earlier this month Special Olympics Hawaii held our first Health and
Wellness Conference since before the pandemic at the Ala Moana
Hotel. This gathering gave us the opportunity to hear from Special
Olympics Hawaii athletes and their family members, as well as
representatives from local healthcare organizations on ways to
make Hawaii’s healthcare system more inclusive and equitable.
Together we concluded that the most important topic moving
forward in our Community Collaborative discussions is resource
awareness.
 
We are currently creating a resource list so if you have any
resources you’d like to share regarding health and the intellectual
disabilities community, please send them to ha@sohawaii.org.
Special mahalo to Phoebe Packer, Jaycie Anderson, and Ian
Kahalewai for leading this session.

​If you would like to join our next discussion, the next meeting will
be held on April 24, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Please email
ha@sohawaii.org for more details. 

The Guardian:
​Maui Police Officer Kauanoe Mossman Goes the Extra Mile to Support Athletes

Special Olympics Hawaii would like to congratulate
Officer Kauanoe Mossman for being named Special
Olympics Hawaii’s Coach of the Year! “Moss,” as he is
affectionately known, is a school resource officer on
Molokai. His involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii
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began as a police officer at our fundraising events and
today, he leads all law enforcement events on Molokai
while also generously sharing his time and talent as the
head coach for track and field and basketball. During
the pandemic, Moss took it upon himself to check on
our Molokai athletes to ensure their well-being, and he
continues to go the extra mile every day for our
athletes, both on and off the playing field.

​Mahalo and congratulations Officer Mossman, you are
truly an inspiration!

Why We <3 Special Olympics Hawaii 

Special Olympics Hawaii isn’t just about sports. It’s a beacon of
love, inclusion and acceptance. In the spirit of Valentine’s Day,
we wanted to reflect on a few of the things we love about our
special community. This month Cindy, Tracey and Emily share
what they cherish most about being a part of the Special
Olympics Hawaii ohana.
 
“It’s all for our athletes. All of the hard work, sweat and
countless hours of work is worth it when I see our athletes
shining on the playing field, and in life!”
- Cindy Ujimori, Special Olympics Hawaii Vice President of Community Outreach
 
“I love knowing we are bringing joy, pride, and special memories into the lives of our athletes, but also into the
lives of their parents, guardians, siblings, grandparents, and everyone in their extended ohana.”
  - Tracey Bender, Special Olympics Hawaii Director of Development
 
“It feels like family. <3”
-  Emily Sloan, Special Olympics Hawaii Health and Wellness Manager

Unified Spotlight:
​Youth Activation Committee Champions Inclusion at This Year’s Conference 

On February 2-4, our Youth Activation Committee (YAC) – which consists of athletes and partners from schools
across the state – attended their first Youth Conference at the Ala Moana Hotel. Youth Activation Committee
schools, Campbell High School, Chiefess Kamakahelei Middle School, Kauai High School, and Waimea High School
collaborated and discussed what they do to fulfill the three components of our Unified Champion Schools program.
Some of the activities that were shared included a color run for the whole school to participate in, a “Team Unify"
class for youth leadership, and playing Unified sports such as flag football and basketball.
 



We asked Makayla Karimi, Kasen Goias-Abrigo, Juliette Rosales O’Shaughnessy, and David Braman to share some
of their favorite takeaways from the conference. Here is what they had to share:
 
“I loved that I was able to meet other students from different schools, especially other students from different
islands. While all the students do the same things in their clubs I liked how I was able to see the small differences
and I will take back what I learned and share it with my club. This conference was a great way to learn how to run
a professional meeting with people that I’m not as familiar with. It was useful to meet in-person but would love to
see even more attendees next year so that we are able to reach even more schools.”
- Makayla Karimi, Special Olympics Hawaii Unified Partner
 
“I enjoyed my first chance to speak in front of people. I also enjoyed meeting new people from Kauai and from
other schools around the state. I hope that I can do this again either on Kauai or anywhere else.”
- Kasen Goias-Abrigo, Special Olympics Hawaii athlete
 
“This was my first year being a part of the Youth Summit and it was such a fun and awesome experience. I got to
meet a lot of new people and hear how different schools around ours and other islands run their YAC programs. We
all bonded and spread inclusion, I can’t wait for the next one!”
- Juliette Rosales O’Shaughnessy, Special Olympics Hawaii Unified Partner
 
“I am grateful to be given the chance to be in a position of leadership. I loved meeting people for the first time in-
person and making new friends. Whether it was at the conference, in the hotel rooms with my friends, or at the
mall, the memories I made were my favorite thing about the trip. Thank you to everyone who helped put the
conference on.”
- David Braman, Special Olympics Hawaii Unified Partner

Sponsor Feature:
Jersey Mike’s Subs Serve Up Sub-stantial Support for

​Special Olympics Hawaii Athletes

Special Olympics Hawaii is so grateful to once again
have been selected as the beneficiary of Jersey Mike’s
Subs’ “Month of Giving” campaign. Throughout the
month of March customers can make a donation at any
Jersey Mike’s Subs restaurant in Hawaii – seven
locations on Oahu and three on Maui – as well as on
the Jersey Mike’s Sub mobile app. Donations will
directly benefit our athletes, providing them with
opportunities for training, competition, and growth.

Jersey Mike’s Subs “Month of Giving" campaign will
culminate with Jersey Mike’s Subs “Day of Giving” on
Wednesday, March 27, when local Jersey Mike’s Subs
restaurants will donate 100 percent of the day’s sales
to Special Olympics Hawaii.

Along with raising funds for our programs, Jersey Mike’s Subs has also partnered with us to provide meals for our
State Summer Games competition. And if you see familiar faces when you dine there it may be because they
employ three Special Olympics Hawaii athletes!
 
“Jersey Mike’s Subs is proud to provide employment opportunities for Special Olympics Hawaii athletes, said
Jersey Mike’s Subs Owner, Tim Januszewski. “We have a long-standing history of giving back to the communities
we serve and a strong belief that we can make a difference, so after partnering with Special Olympics Hawaii and
seeing first-hand the personalities, confidence, and determination of their athletes, we realized we could do even
more to enhance their lives. Each of the athletes we employ show their co-workers and our customers what it’s
like to be brave and prove daily that Special Olympics athletes can become and ARE contributing members of our
community.” 
 
Last year, 10 Jersey Mike’s Subs restaurants across the state raised a total of $63,583 in one day on the “Day of
Giving,” and a total of $86,645 during their “Month of Giving.”
 
We look forward to another successful “Month of Giving” and other future collaborations with this amazing Year-
Round Sponsor. Please stop by Jersey Mike’s Subs during the month of March to support our athletes, and be sure
to save the date for “Day of Giving” on Wednesday, March 27, and plan to “Eat a Sub and Make a Difference!” 



New Maui Holoholo Club and
Upcoming Events

We’re excited for the launch of our
new Maui Holoholo Club held on

Monday, February 26, at Keopuolani
Park from 1:30 to

2:30 p.m. The club will be led by our
very own Special Olympics Hawaii

athlete and Health Messenger,
Brittany Bautista. For more

information on joining, contact
holoholo808maui@gmail.com.

Boogie on down to our Virtual
Dance Party held on Friday,

February 23 at 4 p.m. over Zoom
(Meeting ID: 918-226-3957).

 Join us at our Oahu MedFest event
with Kaiser Permanente on Tuesday,

February 27 at the Kaiser
Permanente Hawaii

Mapunapuna Clinic and receive a
free medical screening.

​For more information contact
ha@sohawaii.org .

Save the Date for
Cheer for Champions

June 7, 2024

Special Olympics Hawaii’s annual
Cheer for Champions fundraiser
returns on Friday, June 7, from

6 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at University of
Hawaii's Les Murakami Stadium. If

you would like to be a table sponsor
or donate an auction item, contact
Tracey at traceyb@sohawaii.org .

Summer Games
June 7 to 9, 2024

This year's Summer Games will be
held June 7 to 9 at the University of

Hawaii, Kaiser High School, and
Patsy T. Mink Central Oʻahu

​Regional Park

Mark Your Calendar for
Over The Edge

October 19, 2024

Our most thrill-seeking event
returns on Saturday, October 19,

2024 at the Hyatt Regency Waikiki
Beach Resort and Spa. Stay tuned

for more details on how YOU could
be one of less than 100 participants

who will have the opportunity to
rappel more than 400 feet down the

side of the hotel and experience
truly breathtaking views of Waikiki
and Diamond Head. For questions,

contact Tracey at
traceyb@sohawaii.org .

Share your Special Story

We’d love to hear from you! If you have a story about your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii – such as a
volunteer, coach, official or family member – we would love to hear from you! Please email your interest and some

information on your story to our PR team at crystalclearcomms@gmail.com. We can’t wait to see what kind of
stories you’ll share!
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