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Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.

Support Our Athletes

 
What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Ending our Winter Season on a Bright Note  

Earlier this month, our athletes got a head start celebrating
the holiday at our annual Holiday Classic at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam and Kaneohe Marine Corp Base Hawaii. We
welcomed over 500 athletes and 180 Unified partners to
compete in three different sports: basketball, bocce, and
bowling. To kick off the event, athletes, coaches, Unified
Partners, and even special guests from the Chicago Parks
District were invited to the opening ceremonies and treated to
live music by the United States Air Force Band of the Pacific,
Hana Hou Ensemble, and a dance party with the Barefoot DJs.
The opening ceremonies included an awards ceremony that
recognized individuals, families, and corporations for their
support of Special Olympics Hawaii.  
 
The event was a great success and after a brief break for the holidays, athletes will begin to train for the State
Summer Games in the new year. 

Athlete Advocates for National Disability Awareness

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP


Tripler Medical Center recently invited Special Olympics Hawaii to present at a walk-a-thon in honor and
celebration of National Disability Awareness. During his speech to Tripler's medical personnel, one of our athletes
and Toastmasters, Peter Gumataotao, shared his own experience and advocated in favor of a more inclusive
healthcare system.  
 
“Imagine a world where every visit to the doctor’s office feels like you are invisible or don’t matter. That is the
reality that many of us with IDD (Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities) face -- a place where we are not seen
or heard,” said Special Olympics Hawaii athlete, Peter Gumataotao. “People with IDD want to be seen every step
of the way. From the moment we check in to when our appointment is complete. Every person we meet affects
our experience. Please, always give me the benefit of the doubt. Never assume I cannot understand you or that I
cannot speak for myself. I want to feel empowered to speak for myself, to use my voice, and be heard and
understood.” 
 
We are so proud of Peter!

A Busy Month for Our Unified Champion Schools

Our Unified Champion Schools were busy bouncing around
this month as Campbell, Nanakuli, Waianae, Mililani,
Radford, and Kaimuki High School finished out their
basketball league play season this month. Seven teams
competed in a two-day basketball competition hosted at
Campbell and Kaimuki High School, marking the end of their
season. Athletes and Unified partners left everything they
had out on the courts, while our first Unified cheer team
rooted for them from the sidelines. “I really enjoy meeting
new people and playing against other schools,” said Campbell
High School athlete, Troy Quinones. What a successful way to
wrap up the basketball league season. 
 
In addition to the basketball league, Campbell and Mililani
High School from Oahu, and Waimea High School and
Chiefess Kamakahelei Middle School from Kauai participated
in their first Unified bowling event and Waiakea High School
participated in their area bocce event. We also welcomed
Ewa Beach Elementary School and Kapalama Elementary
School to our Unified Champion Schools program! 

Celebrating Makahiki With Young Athletes

Our first ever Young Athletes Makahiki event is right around
the corner! Join us December 9, at our new Special Olympics
Hawaii Sports and Wellness Center from 9:30am until 11am.
This event is designed for keiki ages two through seven years
old with and without disabilities. In celebration of makahiki,
we will host Hawaiian cultural activities, along with activities
based on all the skills our young athletes have learned
throughout the year. All participants will receive a Young
Athletes shirt and a snack following the event. 
 
To register your young athlete, please visit here to complete

https://sohawaii.org/initiatives/young-athletes/


the registration form. See you there!

The Guardian:
​A Windy Trip To Chicago for the 2023 LETR International Conference

Guardians of the Flame from Hawaii Island Police Department, Honolulu Police Department, Kauai Police
Department, and Maui Police Department, along with seven Special Olympics Hawaii staff journeyed to Chicago for
the 2023 Law Enforcement Torch Run (LETR) International Conference.  
 
Major Roland Turner from Honolulu Police Department shared his experience: I have many great memories from
the 2023 LETR International Conference. Exploring Chicago with friends both old and new, sharing stories of
challenge and success with members from around the world, hearing heartfelt tales from our athletes who saw a
whole new world open to them when they joined Special Olympics, and attending sessions led by dedicated
leaders from the LETR family. While each of these was a true highlight, I think my favorite moment was bonding
with the members from the LETR Hawaii family over bocce and good food. Finding an indoor bocce venue in
Chicago was fantastic, a favorite staple of our competitions as well as a great team sport. It allowed us to come
together and get to know and appreciate many others who live and work on different islands and otherwise might
not have even met. Aside from being a lot of fun, this experience both built on my faith in our team and reminded
me how wonderful it is to be a part of something much bigger than myself with others who feel the same way. 
 
The conference brought together law enforcement personnel and Special Olympics staff from around the world to
recognize achievements, share best practices, network, and attend educational sessions all to support Special
Olympics athletes. Special Olympics was founded by Eunice Kennedy Shriver in Chicago, Illinois, and the Hawaii
delegation had the opportunity to visit the Eunice Kennedy Shriver Eternal Flame at Soldier Field, which served as
the start of the conference Torch Run. 

Sponsor Feature:
​Safeway Foundation Rises to Support Local Athletes

Mahalo to Safeway Foundation for continuing to be
a Year-Round Supporter! Since 2016, Safeway
Foundation has been supporting Special Olympics
Hawaii through grant awards and has selected us as
one of the beneficiaries of their annual in-store
fundraising campaign. This year, the Safeway
Foundation presented us with a $45,000 donation,
and to date, has donated $385,000 to support our
athletes.  
 
“For almost a decade, we have been so grateful for



the dedication Safeway Foundation has shown
Special Olympics Hawaii,” said Special Olympics
Hawaii’s President & CEO, Dan Epstein. “Their
support allows our athletes to continue to compete
and train at no cost to themselves or their families,
and helps us further our mission to provide
programs which work towards creating a more
inclusive community. We want to sincerely mahalo
the entire Safeway Foundation team for all they do
in recognizing our athletes and their important
contributions to our community by supporting their
goals.” 
 
Local Safeway stores also continue to support our
annual Badges and Buckets fundraiser, formerly
known as Cop on Top. The 2023 Badges and

Buckets fundraiser included seven shopping centers with Safeway as the anchor stores. Safeway customers helped
to raise $97,270 at those seven locations. Mahalo to Safeway Foundation and our local Safeway stores for your
commitment to enhancing the lives of our athletes both on and off the playing field. 

Maui and Kona Rise to Raise Funds

Big mahalo to our volunteer, off-
duty law enforcement officers who
took their support to new heights at

Special Olympics Hawaii’s Badges
and Buckets fundraiser from
November 8-10 on Maui and

November 10-12 on Kona. Mahalo
to all the generous donors on both

islands. A total of $14,031 was
raised on Maui and $37,025 was

raised on Kona! A huge thank you to
our law enforcement teams, event
partners, and site sponsors for their

hard work and tremendous
commitment to our athletes.

31 Years Banking
​on First Hawaiian Bank’s Support  

First Hawaiian Bank has been
providing financial support to
Special Olympics Hawaii for 31

years! “The goal of the Torch Run is
to raise awareness and resources to

support our mission, and First
Hawaiian Bank has been

tremendous by supporting the Torch
Run and showing a true

commitment to our athletes for
over three decades,” says Dan

Epstein. 
 

Mahalo to Hawaii Business
Magazine for showcasing the

support from First Hawaiian Bank!
Read more in their article here.

Upcoming Healthy Athletes Events

We are still looking for members to
join our Holoholo Walking Clubs. If
you would like to participate please
contact Emily at Ha@sohawaii.org. 

 
Additionally, we still host virtual

monthly Health Corners and Dance
Parties over Zoom through our Hale

O’ Mauliola Program. Our next
Health Corner will be on December
18. The calendar for this program

can be found here. 

Planned Giving:
We Want To Hear From You

We want to hear from supporters like you. Please take
a moment to complete our brief online survey around

planned giving. To share your input, visit our online
survey here.

Share your Special Story

We’d love to hear from you! If you have a story about
your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii – such
as a volunteer, coach, official or family member – we

would love to hear from you! Please email your
interest and some information on your story to our PR

https://www.hawaiibusiness.com/first-hawaiian-bank-yes-effect-special-olympics-hawaii/
https://www.hawaiibusiness.com/first-hawaiian-bank-yes-effect-special-olympics-hawaii/
http://sohawaii.org/events/hale-o-mauliola?fbclid=IwAR1xA3mo45yVM5Zf8Ix0CMpI7-T62f_6LbXxbs716IuxjwSlJNzYWlE0p34
http://bit.ly/PlannedGivingSurvey2023


team at crystalclearcomms@gmail.com. We can’t wait
to see what kind of stories you’ll share!

Special Olympics Hawaii | 91-610 Maunakapu St, Ewa Beach, HI 96706

Unsubscribe traceyb@sohawaii.org

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data
Notice

Sent bye-news@sohawaii.org

mailto:crystalclearcomms@gmail.com
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:e-news@sohawaii.org

