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Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.

Support Our Athletes

 
What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Special Olympics Hawaii 2023 Highlights

As we reflect on 2023, we’re so proud of the important work
we did – serving athletes with intellectual disabilities and their
families and creating a more inclusive space for us all. From
the completion of our Health and Fitness Building and
Outdoor Play Court, to organizing sports training and
competitions for more than 6,000 athletes and partners, 2023
has been a tapestry of inspiring moments and impactful
achievements. Here are some of the numbers that share part
of our 2023 story: 

In 2023 Special Olympics Hawaii served more than
6,000 athletes and Unified partners on every island in
our state with the help of more than 8,000 coaches
and volunteers.  
Special Olympics Hawaii held over 50 thrilling sports
competitions across the islands, allowing athletes to
showcase their skills in 10 different sports, with an
incredible 18,300 family members cheering them on. 
Special Olympics Hawaii athletes, Teresa “Tess”
Moore and Virginia “Kalei” Lee, represented Hawaii
as part of Special Olympics USA at the 2023 Special
Olympics World Summer Games in Berlin, Germany,
bringing home an incredible five medals. Other individuals that represented Hawaii include Shavanna
Mahoe who joined the World Games Local Organizing Committee as a bocce official, and Officer Kuilee
Dela Cruz from the Hawaii County Police Department, representing Hawaii in the Law Enforcement Torch
Run as a part of the Law Enforcement Team. 
We celebrated the completion of two new additions to our Sports and Wellness Center: the Health and
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Fitness Building and Outdoor Play Court. 
Thanks to the commitment of 281 clinical volunteers, 786 healthy athlete exams  were conducted,
ensuring our athletes’ well-being, safety and health both on and off the playing field.

Our Resolutions for 2024

As we start anew in 2024, our team took a moment to pause and
reflect and share some of their resolutions for the new year. Greg,
Paula and Hoʻopiʻo opened up about what they are most looking
forward to for Special Olympics Hawaii in 2024: from growing our
Special Olympics Hawaii community, to offering new activities,
here’s some things that we are looking forward to accomplishing in
2024.  
 
Greg Terhune , Special Olympics Hawaii Director of Sports  
My motto going into 2024 is to stay healthy, live happy and enjoy
the moment. As I step into 2024, I want to take time to reflect on
all the State Games I’ve experienced in 2023 and take what I’ve
learned into the new year. As a provider of sports programs, it is
always the goal to grow the programs and what is offered. This

could mean expanding on what some areas are doing and taking those sports to the next level by offering them to
the entire state, or it could mean introducing brand new sports to Special Olympics Hawaii. 
 
I also look forward to getting to know more of the athletes and their families and to pause and enjoy the game
(when I’m not organizing the logistics of each competition of course) and watch the joy the athletes experience on
the playing field. On a personal level, I’m planning to spend more time with my family to make health, wellness
and nutrition a priority!  
 
Paula Whitaker, Special Olympics Hawaii Oahu Regional Director
In 2024, I am excited to welcome new athletes and families to our Special Olympics community! Special Olympics
Hawaii is more than just a sports organization – it's a community of support, empowerment and acceptance. I can't
wait to meet and get to know all of the new athletes who will be joining us in the coming year. I also look forward
to welcoming athletes to our new Special Olympics Hawaii Sports and Wellness Center. We will offer state-of-the-
art facilities for basketball, pickleball, bocce, soccer, powerlifting and more. These facilities will not only provide
our athletes with top-notch training opportunities, but they will also serve as a welcoming space for our
community to come together and celebrate our athletes' achievements. On a personal note, I look forward to
spending more time with my family and enjoying our beautiful island! 
 
Hoʻopiʻo Balaz, Special Olympics Hawaii Project Assistant  
There are many things I’m looking forward to in 2024. The first is attending all of the Area and State Games. It’ll be
great to see everyone, not just from Oahu, but also the neighbor islands. I’m especially looking forward to Summer
Games! I’m excited to celebrate my 30th birthday and am proud to see how much I’ve accomplished since my
early twenties. Lastly, I’m looking forward to meeting more people not just in the Special Olympics Hawaii ohana,
but outside the community and making a positive impact on their lives. 2024 is looking like a great year and I
cannot wait for how things will become.

The Guardian:
Mahalo for Your Service Major Roland Turner!

Congratulations to Major Roland Turner on his recent retirement
from the Honolulu Police Department. We are honored to have
Major Turner as part of our Special Olympics Hawaii ohana for
more than two decades. Throughout his distinguished career, he
has participated in the First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law
Enforcement Torch Run and volunteered at several Special
Olympics events as a scorekeeper and awards presenter. In
2020, Major Turner joined our Law Enforcement Torch Run
Planning Committee, where he continues to help coordinate and
volunteer all year long. His professionalism, courage and
dedication to serving and protecting our community, as well as
championing for the acceptance and inclusion of our athletes,
has made our world a better place. Congratulations and best
wishes from all of us at Special Olympics Hawaii.  



Unified Spotlight:
Leading with Passion On and Off the Courts

According to the dictionary, a leader is a person who guides a group or
organization. In society, a leader not only inspires others to find their voice and
passions, but also sets goals, plans and supports their team. Within our Ala Wai
Elementary Unified basketball team, a 10-year-old student, Dre-Sapp Taulung,
embodies these leadership values. Despite his young age, Dre-Sapp
demonstrates not only the skills and dedication required for the game but also
exudes joy during each game and displays excellent sportsmanship both on and
off the courts.

Dre-Sapp aspires to become a professional basketball player. To fulfill his
dream, he dedicates time not only after school, but also on weekends
practicing with his family. His skills showcase his commitment, dedication and
passion for basketball.

With a profound understanding of the sport, Dre-Sapp imparts knowledge to
and guides his teammates. While he enjoys scoring points, he equally assists
teammates and provides them with numerous opportunities to shoot baskets.
Echoing his favorite NBA player, Giannis Antetokounmpo, who said, "If I can't

score, I like to do whatever I can to support my teammates," Dre-Sapp mirrors this sentiment. His teammates,
both partners and athletes, look up to him for guidance and support due to his innate leadership qualities.

Dre-Sapp's father emphasizes that winning isn't everything; what matters is doing one's best and enjoying the
game. Without joy in the game, there's no reason to play.

Dre-Sapp’s leadership extends beyond the courts at school, where he leaves a lasting impact on peers by helping
them navigate social situations, especially with those who speak another language. He demonstrates helpfulness
to classmates and teachers at Ala Wai Elementary School every day. 
 
Despite playing for our Ala Wai Elementary Unified basketball team for only one year – due to his young age and
COVID – Dre-Sapp upholds the mission of Special Olympics Hawaii. He exemplifies courage, joy and the sharing of
his gifts, skills and friendship with teammates, classmates, families, our Ala Wai ohana and the entire Special
Olympics Hawaii community. 
 
However, it's not just about skills, dedication, joy, courage and friendship; it's about the heart. Dre-Sapp possesses
the heart of a champion and willingly shares it with others. As John Wooden once said, “What you are as a person is
far more important than what you are as a basketball player.” There is no better quote to describe Dre-Sapp than
this. He is not only a great basketball player but a far better human being who leads not only himself but others. 

By Coach Taylor Shiro

Sponsor Feature:
A Slice of Gratitude for California Pizza Kitchen 

To kick off the year, we are recognizing California Pizza
Kitchen, which celebrates its fifth anniversary as one of our
year-round sponsors. California Pizza Kitchen has been an
amazing host of our annual “Tip A Cop” fundraisers where
volunteer, off-duty law enforcement officers meet and serve
customers to raise awareness and resources for Special
Olympics Hawaii. Over the years, our partnership with
California Pizza Kitchen has helped us raise $141,390 for our
athletes. 
  
The first “Tip A Cop” at California Pizza Kitchen took place
at their Ala Moana Center restaurant in 2016. In 2018, the
event expanded to all seven Oahu restaurant locations. Since
then, we’ve been so grateful to conduct the event at various locations, twice a year. California Pizza Kitchen
managers and employees have always welcomed our officers and athletes to their restaurants with enthusiasm
and open arms. With their support, we are able to convey to their customers the impact Special Olympics Hawaii
makes in the lives of our athletes.     



  
“We are proud to have California Pizza Kitchen as one of our year-round supporters and look forward to another
wonderful year of partnership,” said Special Olympics Hawaii’s Director of Development, Tracey Bender. “Our first
Tip A Cop event is coming up in February and we’re excited to once again team up with California Pizza Kitchen for
another successful event that brings together the community and local law enforcement through delicious food
and a great cause."  
 
Mahalo nui loa, California Pizza Kitchen!

Register Your Young Athlete TODAY!

Our Young Athletes Program is designed for ALL two to
eight year olds both with and without disabilities.

Activities focus on development of motor skills and
serve as an introduction to pre-sports skills along with

socialization through play. Our Young Athletes program
alternates one Saturday each month at the Special
Olympics Hawaii Sports and Wellness Center and

Liholiho Elementary from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. For
more information on registering your young athlete

and to see this year’s schedule, visit here. 

Join Us At Our Oahu Medfest!

As we prepare for a safe and fun 2024 season, join us
at our Oahu MedFest event with Kaiser Permanente on
Tuesday, February 27 at the Kaiser Permanente Hawaii

Mapunapuna Clinic and receive a free medical
screening. For more information please contact

ha@sohawaii.org.

Save the Date for Tip A Cop: February 23-25

Volunteer, off-duty law enforcement personnel on
Oahu will get a taste for what it’s like to serve in a

different way, at popular restaurants, California Pizza
Kitchen and Goma Tei, at Kahala Mall and Pearlridge

Center and California Pizza Kitchen locations at Ka
Makana Ali’i and Kailua Town Center. The event will

take place Friday, February 23, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.,
and Saturday and Sunday, February 24 and 25 from 11

a.m. to 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Share your Special Story

We’d love to hear from you! If you have a story about
your involvement with Special Olympics Hawaii – such
as a volunteer, coach, official or family member – we

would love to hear from you! Please email your
interest and some information on your story to our PR
team at crystalclearcomms@gmail.com. We can’t wait

to see what kind of stories you’ll share!
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