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Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.

Support Our Athletes

 
What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Unified Spotlight:
​Ala Wai Elementary Shines with Inclusion

As we get ready to start the new school year, let’s take a look at how Ala Wai Elementary celebrated their week of
inclusion, May 17-23. Kindergarten teacher, Taylor Shiro, helped lead a whole-school engagement event where
students were encouraged to demonstrate different ways to promote inclusion. During their end-of-year assembly,
each grade level was assigned a color of the rainbow so that together they created a rainbow of inclusion. We
can’t wait to add more schools to our Unified Champion School program and see all the creative ways they spread
inclusion!

Fore more information on our Unified Champion Schools, please email Emerald at unify@sohawaii.org.

State Games:
Aukake Classic

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP
mailto:unify@sohawaii.org


Join us on August 12 and 13 for our Annual Aukake Classic State Games! Hundreds of athletes and unified partners
from all over the state will compete at Waiau District Park in Pearl City in bocce and soccer events to conclude the
season. For more information, please visit our website here.

To volunteer, email Allison at soadmin@sohawaii.org for available opportunities.

Smiles for Healthy Athletes

We are excited to announce that we will be hosting a Healthy
Athletes screening at our upcoming State Games on August 12, at
Waiau District Park on Oahu. Special Smiles will be offering free
dental screenings to participating Special Olympics Hawaii athletes
and youth Unified Partners. Special Smiles also provides
comprehensive oral health care information and instructions on
correct oral hygiene techniques. We hope to see you there!

Upcoming Events:
Additionally, our next virtual dance party will be on August 25, at
4pm! The schedule for all Hale ‘O Mauliola virtual events can be
found here under initiatives.
More information on our fall Medfest screenings will be available soon.

For any health and wellness programming questions, please contact Emily at ha@sohawaii.org.

Rock and Bowl at Special Olympics Oahu’s Bowl-A-Thon

Have some spare time on August 19? Join us for our bowl-
a-thon! The Special Olympics Oahu Bowl-A-Thon will be at
Schofield Bowling Center, Saturday, August 19, with
check-in starting at 10am and bowling starting at 10:45am.
Everyone and anyone is welcome to join…volunteers,
parents, coaches, and friends! Participants will get to bowl
two games and are eligible to compete for prizes. If you
can’t bowl, please consider sponsoring one of our
athletes!

A minimum donation of $50 for each bowler is required to
participate, and all funds raised will support Special
Olympics Oahu delegations.

To register or get sponsor information, or for questions or more information, please contact Paula at
oahuad@sohawaii.org.

The Guardian:
​Congratulations Cpl. Corbin Matsumoto and Lt. High Shin Lin

Congratulations to Honolulu Police Department’s 2023 Police
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Officer of the Year and Corporal of the Year, Corbin Matsumoto,
and Lieutenant of the Year, High Shin Lin! The two were recognized
in May during HPD’s National Police Week celebrations along with
many other officers for their outstanding service to our community.
Cpl. Matsumoto and Lt. Lin have been a part of the Special
Olympics Hawaii Law Enforcement Torch Run Committee for
several years, and we are grateful to have them as dedicated
supporters. Cpl. Matsumoto has taken on many volunteer roles at
our LETR events, including Cop on Top and Tip A Cop, along with
stepping up to serve as our Torch Manager. Lt. Lin has also
volunteered at Tip A Cop and Cop on Top, and is now our Final Leg
Torch Run Co-Director, where he excelled in the logistical planning
of the First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch
Run.

We are so honored to have both of them as part of our Special
Olympics Hawaii ohana. Congratulations and mahalo for your
dedication to our community!

Sponsor Feature:
​Kaiser Permanente Hawaii

As a community partner since 2006, we are so thankful for Kaiser Permanente Hawaii and all that they have done
for us! Just this year, they donated $58,500 of in-kind services, making them a Year-Round Partner. Additionally,
Kaiser Permanente has been hosting our annual MedFest events since 2010, providing athletes with intellectual
disabilities across Oahu and neighbor islands with free medical exams. They provide us with Clinical Directors from
various healthcare fields for all Healthy Athletes disciplines as well as clinician volunteers for all Healthy Athletes
events, including medical residents from their Internal Medicine residency program.

Kaiser Permanente is a health agency partner for Inclusive Health Needs Assessments and participates in our
Inclusive Health Focus Groups, working with us to further Inclusive Health within the Kaiser system. We appreciate
their partnership and support for our organization and mission. A special mahalo to Kirk Fernandes, and all of our
wonderful Kaiser Permanente Hawaii clinical directors, medical residents and all clinical volunteers! Your kindness,
dedication, and love for our athletes and mission has done wonders for our health programs, and we are so
grateful to have you as partners in our mission to achieve inclusive health!

Take Giving to New Heights at Over the Edge Mahalo to The Coca-Cola Company for Celebrating



Registration for the 14th Annual Over the Edge
Fundraiser is NOW OPEN! It’s a tall order to rappel 40
stories down a building. But when the Over the Edge

fundraiser returns on October 7, roughly 100
supporters will do just that. The annual event returns
to the Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa to

raise funds and awareness for Special Olympics Hawaii.
Register today here.

Champions in July

July’s annual Celebrating Champions $100,000 match
campaign is sponsored by The Coca-Cola Company,

who is helping Special Olympics build a more inclusive
world through the support of people like YOU. Your

last chance to support Celebrating Champions month is
coming soon!

Mahalo Bell Charitable
​Foundation and Hawaiian Telcom

A huge mahalo to Bell Charitable
Foundation and Hawaiian Telcom

for helping us continue our mission
to create safe inclusive places in our

community for local children and
adults with intellectual disabilities.

Together, with a generous donation
of $20,000, we are ensuring their

lives can be enriched by
participating in sports training and

competitions, health, wellness,
leadership, and inclusionary

programs!

Planned Giving:
​We Want To Hear From You

We want to hear from supporters
like you. Please take a moment to
complete our brief online survey
around planned giving. To share

your input, visit our online survey at

To share your input, visit our online
survey here. Thank you!

6th Annual Hawaii State Law
Enforcement Surfing Classic Makes

Waves

The 6th Annual Hawaii State Law
Enforcement Surfing Classic held on
July 15 and 16 was a success! This

year, the event also hosted the
World Police and Fire Games. Over
100 surfers made up 37 teams in 7
divisions and raised $5,000 for our
athletes! Mahalo to everyone who
took part in the event and a special

thank you to Gregg Ari, Guy
Demello, and the Surfing Classic

Committee!
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