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August 2023

Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.
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What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Athletes Goal All Out at 28th Annual Aukake Classic

Our summer season wrapped up earlier this month at our 28th
Annual Aukake Classic at Waiau District Park. The two-day event
brought together more than 425 athletes and coaches from
across the state.

Competition included a five-a-side soccer tournament, individual
skills soccer competition as well as traditional and unified bocce
tournaments.

Athletes trained from June through August and competed in area
and regional competitions to qualify for the event. The Aukake
Classic is one of three state competitions that Special Olympics Hawaii holds annually.

Elevating Fundraising with Badges & Buckets

Volunteer, off-duty law enforcement officers will take their duties to
new heights for Special Olympics Hawaii’s Badges and Buckets
fundraiser. The event will take place September 8-10 at participating
locations across Oahu. There will also be a Waikiki Beach “pop up”
location on Saturday, September 9. During the event volunteer officers
will take community service to another level while perched on 10-foot
scaffolds and rooftops at locations across the state. On the ground
volunteers will collect donations and keep the excitement going for
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shoppers and supporters.

Please contact Allison at volunteers@ sohawaii.org to volunteer,
mahalo!

Confirmed Badges and Buckets locations on Oahu (September 8-
10) include:
@® Enchanted Lake Shopping Center
@ Hawaii Kai Shopping Center
T T M @® Kaneohe Bay Shopping Center
R e e T it e @ Laulani Village Shopping Center
@® Manoa Marketplace
@ Salt Lake Shopping Center
@® Sam’s Club Keeaumoku
® Waimalu Plaza
@® Walmart Kapolei
® \Walmart Keeaumoku
@® Walmart Kunia
® Walmart Mililani
@® Walmart Pearl City

Confirmed Badges and Buckets dates and locations on neighbor islands include:
@ Hawaii Island: Walmart Kailua-Kona | November 10-12 & Walmart Hilo | October 5-7
@® Kauai: Walmart Lihue | September 7-9
@® Maui: Walmart Kahului | November 8-10
@® Molokai: Molokai Public Library | September 7-9

Smiling for Upcoming Healthy Athletes Events

Here are some updates from our Healthy Athletes program this month!

Special Smiles

This month, 81 Special Olympics Athletes received free dental screenings at our Special Smiles clinic at Aukake
Classic! We'd like to extend a huge thank you to our clinical director, Gerraine Hignite, and to all the clinicians and
volunteers who made this event possible, including Aloha Medical Mission.

Holoholo Club

We are excited to announce that we now have six Holoholo Walking Clubs, each with their own schedules! Our
newest club, the Salt Lake Holoholo Club will start on September 19. If you would like to join a club, please email
Emily to register.

@ Leeward: Mondays, 4:30pm-5pm, Special Olympics Hawaii Sports & Wellness Center
@ Salt Lake: Tuesdays, 4:30pm-5pm, Ala Pu’umalu Community Park

@ East Hawaii: Tuesdays, 3:30pm, Location varies

@ Honolulu: Wednesdays, 4pm-4:30pm, Ala Moana Center

@ Central: Thursdays, 4:30pm-5pm, Central Oahu Regional Park

@ Windward: Saturdays, 9am-9:30am, Windward Mall

Upcoming Events

Our next virtual dance party will be on Friday, September 22, at 4pm and our Health Corner presentation will be on
Monday, September 25 at 2pm! The schedule for all Hale ‘O Mauliola virtual events can be found on our website
under “Initiatives.” For any health and wellness program questions, please contact Emily here.



mailto:volunteers@sohawaii.org
mailto:ha@sohawaii.org
http://sohawaii.org
mailto:ha@sohawaii.org

Take Giving to New Heights at This Year’s Over the Edge

It’s not too late to sign up and for the thrill of a lifetime! Our 14th
Annual Over the Edge fundraiser returns on Saturday, October 7,
and roughly 100 supporters will rappel 40 stories down the Hyatt
Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa. The event is still expected to
sell out and only a few spaces remain so sign up today! For
individuals, team members, and returning rappellers, registration is
open on our website.

If you wish to support Special Olympics Hawaii, but do not want to
go “over the edge,” you can support two Special Olympics Hawaii
athletes, Reyse Sakima and Nicole Inouye, who are rappelling to
raise funds for their fellow athletes. They are co-captains of Team
SOHI and want to spread the message that athletes are brave,
strong human beings who can be role models for people of all
abilities. Each of them have a matching donor who will donate
$5,000 to Special Olympics Hawaii if they raise $5,000! Please help
them raise a total of $10,000 so they can receive an additional
$10,000 to support our athletes. To donate to Reyse, visit
https://give.classy.org/reysesakima2023. To donate to Nicole, visit
https://give.classy.org/nicoleinouye2023.

Since becoming a Unified Champion School (UCS) in 2019, Nanakuli High and Intermediate School has seen the
positive impact made within their school. “Being part of the Unified Champion School family has been a very
positive experience for us at Nanakuli High & Intermediate School. Our school delegation has increased in numbers
with both athletes and partners since the first joining in 2019,” said Saha Montez, Liaison of Nanakuli High and
Intermediate School. “Our school sees the value in what inclusion, unity, kindness and friendships can bring
through sports. We are grateful for this amazing partnership and would encourage other schools to join the UCS
family.”

We look forward to seeing Nanakuli competing in this year’s UCS activities to help promote physical activity for all
of their students!

The Guardian:
Mahalo Major Roland Turner

Our Aukake Classic was held August 12-13, 2023, and we are incredibly grateful
for Major Roland Turner, who served as our Aukake Classic Torch Run Director.
Not only did he recruit volunteer special duty officers to watch our equipment

overnight, but Major Turner also coordinated an amazing cauldron lighting for

our Opening Ceremonies and served as an awards presenter! Special Olympics

Hawaii is honored to have supporters like Major Turner who pour their passion
and efforts into these events. Our athletes look forward to seeing men and
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women in uniform at competitions cheering them on!

Mahalo nui loa to Major Turner and the Honolulu Police Department for
supporting this year’s Aukake Classic.

Sponsor Feature:
31 Years Banking on First Hawaiian Bank’s Support

As the title sponsor of the First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch Run for 25 years, First
Hawaiian Bank has been an incredible supporter of Special Olympics Hawaii athletes and law enforcement. This
year marks 31 years that First Hawaiian Bank (FHB) has supported Special Olympics Hawaii.

“For more than three decades, we have been able to bank on the loyal support of our friends at First Hawaiian
who have gone above and beyond to invest in both the physical and emotional well-being of our athletes,” said
Special Olympics Hawaii’s President and CEO Dan Epstein. “This year we are excited to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of First Hawaiian Bank becoming the title sponsor of the First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law
Enforcement Torch Run, and we want to sincerely mahalo the entire FHB team for all they do for our athletes and
for furthering and believing in our mission.”

In 2022, FHB committed to donating $25,000 each year, for four years to our Capital Campaign, and to date, they
have made corporate contributions totaling over $1.5 million since 1992. During our 31-year relationship, FHB has
provided a full range of support to Special Olympics athletes by sponsoring fundraising events, selecting our
organization as a beneficiary of the Kokua Mai employee giving campaign, and providing in-kind printing services
and radio promotional opportunities to raise additional funds for our programs. FHB employees and their families
around the state also volunteer at various events and Torch Runs to provide refreshments, thank, and cheer on
Torch Runners and athletes. Mahalo nui loa to First Hawaiian Bank!
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New Special Olympics Hawaii
Website!

Planned Giving: Young Athletes

National Make-a-Will Month

Our team is excited to announce the

launch of our new Special Olympics You are invited to join our
. | T .
August is National Make-a-Will Hawaii web.5|te. ThIS is the pe.rfect Inclusionary Young Athletes event
. . place online to find upcoming Saturday, September 30, from 1pm
Month! Include a gift for Special . ) '
events, volunteer and leadership to 2:30pm at the Special Olympics

Olympics in your will or living trust




to help us bring acceptance, opportunities, Special Olympics Hawaii Sports & Wellness Center

inclusion, and joy to athletes and Hawaii resources, and so much located at 91-610 Maunakapu St.
families. Learn more about ways to more. Explore our new website Ewa Beach. Click here for the
name Special Olympics as a today and check out our upcoming informational flyer and schedule
beneficiary in your will, living trust, events at sohawaii.org. and click here for the NEW
retirement plan, or life insurance, or participant registration form that
let us know that you’ve already you can bring with you on
included a gift by visiting September 30. We are excited to

specialolympics.org/wills. see you there!

Special Olympics Hawaii | 91-610 Maunakapu St, Ewa Beach, HI 96706
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