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Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.

Support Our Athletes

 
What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Unified Track Makes a Dash for the State Championships

Last month, five Unified Schools traveled to Maui’s War Memorial Stadium to participate in the HHSAA Track &
Field State Championship. The five Unified track teams — from Campbell, Kaimuki, Mililani, Maui, and Waimea
High Schools — competed in the 4x100 and 4x400 Unified relay. It was inspiring to have been a part of this event
and see schools from across the state cheer on our athletes as they competed.

HHSAA Track and Field
Unified Relay Results

 
4x100 Meter Relay Unified Team Finals Relay

1 Maui High Sabers 58.02
2 Kaimuki Bulldogs 59.36

3 Campbell Sabers 1:00.16
4 Waimea Westside 1:15.93

5 Mililani Trojans 1:17.28
 

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP


 
4x400 Meter Relay Unified Team Finals

 
1 Maui High Sabers 4:59.64 
2 Kaimuki Bulldogs 5:07.02
3 Campbell Saber 5:11.04

4 Waimea Westside 7:23.77
5 Mililani Trojans 7:33.59

Athletes Lace Up for the 53rd Annual State Summer Games

Special Olympics Hawaii athletes from across the state are getting ready to dive into one of the biggest
competitions of the year! Hundreds of athletes and coaches have been preparing since February to compete in
powerlifting, softball, track and field, and swimming at this year’s 53rd Annual State Summer Games, taking place
from June 9-11, 2023 at the University of Hawaii at Manoa and Henry J. Kaiser High School.

It all kicks off with the Opening Ceremonies on Friday, June 9 where athletes and coaches parade into the
University of Hawaii at Manoa’s Les Murakami Stadium to start the weekend of competitions with entertainment
and a celebration for sponsors whose support helps to make this year’s 53rd Annual State Summer Games
possible. The Opening Ceremonies also marks the finish line for the Guardians of the Flame participating in this
year’s First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch Run, an event that brings together law
enforcement officers from city, county, state, and federal agencies running to raise awareness and resources for
people with intellectual disabilities. This year, we are excited to celebrate the 25th anniversary of First Hawaiian
Bank becoming the title sponsor of the First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch Run.

To view the full event schedule and for more information on the 53rd Annual State Summer Games, visit
bit.ly/2023SummerGames.

Don’t Miss Out on Healthy Athletes!

All athletes and youth Unified Partners, please join us
for fun, free health screenings in several different
disciplines at Healthy Athletes at both UH Manoa and
Kaiser High School! We will be offering Healthy Hearing
(audiology) and Opening Eyes
(optometry/ophthalmology) screenings at UH Manoa
in the pool classrooms/parking lot. Screenings in the
gymnasium at Kaiser High School will include Fit Feet
(podiatry), Fun Fitness (physical therapy), Opening Eyes
(optometry/ophthalmology), Special Smiles (dentistry),
and Health Promotion (healthy living/preventative
care). Both Healthy Athletes venues will run from
8:30am-4:30pm (athlete check-in will close at 3:30pm).
All athletes and youth unified partners are highly
encouraged to attend! Please contact Michelle
ha@sohawaii.org with any questions. We look forward
to seeing you there!

The Guardian: The Final Leg

https://sohawaii.org/sports/games-and-competitions/summer-games/
mailto:ha@sohawaii.org


The final leg of the 38th Annual First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch Run is just a few weeks
away! It’s not too late to make a donation and receive a commemorative Torch Run shirt by visiting
give.classy.org/2023SOHITorchRun! While hundreds of law enforcement officers and agencies prepare to make the
journey down Kalakaua Ave. and into the Opening Ceremonies of our State Summer Games on Friday, June 9, First
Hawaiian Bank is preparing to show their commitment to also making an impact in the lives of our athletes.

As the title sponsor of the Torch Run for 25 years, First Hawaiian Bank has been an incredible supporter of our
athletes and law enforcement. This year, in addition to their annual sponsorship, they are also offering their
customers an easy way to support Special Olympics Hawaii with their in-branch direct account donation campaign.

“For more than three decades, we have been able to bank on the loyal support of our friends at First Hawaiian
Bank who have gone above and beyond to invest in both the physical and emotional well-being of our athletes,”
said Special Olympics Hawaii’s President and CEO, Dan Epstein. “This year we are excited to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of First Hawaiian Bank becoming the title sponsor of the First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law
Enforcement Torch Run, and we want to sincerely mahalo the entire FHB ohana for all that they do for our athletes
and for furthering and believing in our mission.”

Taking it to the Edge

Registration for the 14th Annual Over the Edge is now
open! Experience beautiful ocean views while
supporting our athletes by rappelling 40 stories down
the side of the Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and
Spa on October 7. Join less than 100 other participants
for the chance to go over the edge and see Waikiki
Beach and Diamond Head like you have never seen it
before.

Register before August 1, and take advantage of the
early bird registration deposit of just $50. Individual,
team member, and returning rappeler registration is
open on our website. For any questions please email
Tracey at traceyb@sohawaii.org. We hope to see you
there!

Welcome Greg and Emily!

Special Olympics Hawaii is excited to introduce Greg
Terhune as our new Director of Sports. Greg brings to
the position an extensive background and knowledge
on sports and athletics having previously served as the
athletic director for Island Pacific Academy. Greg is
diving right into his new role and is in the midst of
planning our State Summer Games. Welcome Greg!

We are saddened as we prepare to bid goodbye to our
Health and Wellness Manager, Michelle Kimura in July.
We are excited for Michelle’s next adventure as she
moves on to attend medical school and pursue her
dream of becoming a physician who specializes in
working with patients with special needs. Good luck
Michelle!

https://www.classy.org/event/38th-annual-first-hawaiian-bank-troy-barboza-law-enforcement-torch-run/e459114
https://www.classy.org/event/14th-annual-over-the-edge-2023/e483889
mailto:traceyb@sohawaii.org


Special Olympics Hawaii is excited to welcome Emily
Sloan, who will fill our Health and Wellness Manager
position. Emily has experience in working on fitness
programs for individuals with and without disabilities.
We love her passion for holistic health and wellness, as
well as her extensive knowledge on Special Olympics
and are excited to welcome her to our ohana.

Participate in the Cheer for Champions Silent Auction

Mark your calendars for our annual Cheer for Champions Online Auction! Our auction preview is now open, and
bidding will begin June 6. You can view auction items and place bids online for staycations, restaurant, spa, and
golf certificates, outdoor family activities, art, jewelry, and more. For questions or more information contact
Garrika at development@sohawaii.org. Stay tuned for the link to the Silent Auction!

​Photo Credit: Wailea Beach Resort and Plumeria Beach House

Sponsor Feature:
​Mahalo Par Hawaii For Fueling the Dream of Our Athletes

Year-Round Mission Partner, Par Hawaii will once again be returning as the Opening Ceremonies Sponsor of our
upcoming State Summer Games. On Friday, June 9, employees will volunteer their time to lead our athletes onto
the field and attend the Cheer for Champions fundraiser as an All-Star Sponsor. For more than three decades, Par
Hawaii has been an amazing supporter of Special Olympics Hawaii, contributing over $1.4 million through
corporate donations and sponsorships, participating in fundraising events, and conducting in-store fundraisers to
continue making a difference in the lives of our athletes.

This year, the Fueling Dreams campaign is on track to raise over $50,000 to make the overall contribution for this
annual fundraiser reach the $1 million mark. They will also graciously match customer donations up to $10,000!
Mahalo to Par Hawaii for their continued support and for believing in our mission to create sports and life
changing opportunities for all!

mailto:development@sohawaii.org


Young Athletes

Children ages 2-7 with and without intellectual
disabilities are invited to attend the Special Olympics

Hawaii Young Athletes event, Saturday, June 10. Join us
at the University of Hawaii Dance Studio’s Lower

Campus from 9:30am-11am; check in starts at 9am. To
register your young athlete, please fill out the

registration form here: bit.ly/YoungAthletes23 and
email it to program@sohawaii.org. If you are a

returning participant, just email
program@sohawaii.org on or before May 19. See you

there!

Get Our Hawaii Athletes to the World Games

We’re counting down the days till the 2023 Special
Olympics World Summer Games which takes place this
month, June 17-25 in Berlin, Germany. Help Tess, Kalei,
Shavanna, Officer Kuilee and Denise represent the USA

in Berlin, Germany by making a donation at:
bit.ly/SOHI2023WorldGames. The Special Olympics
2023 World Games will be the world’s largest sports

and humanitarian event taking place in 2023, and the
biggest multi-sport event in Berlin in decades.

Paradise Plunge Recap

Mahalo to all the plungers and donors who
participated in our 4th Annual Paradise Plunge! Thanks
to your support we raised $20,300 for our athletes and

fundraising pages are still open  for donations to
support your favorite Plunger! Check out this year's full

#ParadisePlunge video compilation by visiting our
website at sohawaii.org and clicking on Paradise

Plunge, or visit our YouTube page at
www.youtube.com/@SpecialOlympicsHI.

Planned Giving

We want to hear from our supporters, like you. Please
take a moment to complete our brief online survey

today. Completing a survey may seem like a small task
but one of the things our athletes learn is that no

action is too small.

To share your input, visit our online survey at
bit.ly/PlannedGivingSurvey2023. Thank you!
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