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Special Olympics Hawaii Newsletter:
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Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.
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OnJune 9, 10, and 11, hundreds of Special Olympics Hawaii athletes from across the state gathered to compete in
powerlifting, softball, track and field, and swimming at this year’s 53rd Annual State Summer Games. The
competition took place at the University of Hawaii at Manoa and Henry J. Kaiser High School.

Athletes have been preparing since February to compete in the three-day competition. Special Olympics Hawaii’s
State Summer Games have been held since 1968.

Unified Track Is Run in a Million
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School is out and summer is in session! Some athletes from Unified Champion Schools recently participated in our
State Summer Games including Mililani and Kaimuki High School who competed in Unified track events. When
athletes were not competing, we loved watching them cheer on their fellow athletes from around the state. We
can definitely say, friendships were formed, good sportsmanship was shown, and great memories were shared.

Keeping Athletes Healthy at the State Summer Games!

A big mahalo to all the athletes and Unified Partners who participated in Healthy Athletes at the State Summer
Games! During the event we successfully completed 681 health screenings in the following fields: Fit Feet
(podiatry), Fun Fitness (physical therapy), Opening Eyes (optometry/ophthalmology), Special Smiles (dentistry),
Healthy Hearing (audiology), and Health Promotion (healthy living/preventative care). Thanks to the outstanding
assistance of our fantastic volunteers, the event was a huge success!

We appreciate everyone who came out to meet our athletes and support our efforts to keep our community
healthy, including our clinical directors, clinicians, students, community partners, and volunteers. A special thank
you to Kaiser High School for being such a wonderful host! Be sure to visit us at Healthy Athletes at Aukake Classic
in August!

The Guardian: Lighting the Torch at Opening Ceremonies

38TH ANNUAL FIRSTHAWAIIAN BANK TROY
BARBOZA LAWENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN
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On Friday, June 9, hundreds of off-duty law enforcement took off for the 38th Annual First Hawaiian Troy Barboza
Law Enforcement Torch Run. Representing more than 30 law enforcement agencies from across the state, athletes
and their loved ones cheered as the Guardians of the Flame carried the Flame of Hope into the Opening
Ceremonies of Special Olympics Hawaii’s State Summer Games at Les Murakami Stadium.

Torch Run Director and Honolulu Police Department Assistant Chief, Ryan Nishibun alongside Red Waves athlete,
Josiah Davis lit the cauldron to signify the start of competition. Seeing so many individuals come together to
support Special Olympics Hawaii and promote inclusion, unity, and equality among our athletes and community
was a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Mahalo nui loa to our sponsors, event partners, supporters, and Guardians of




the Flame who made this all possible!

Athletes Earn Five Medals at Special Olympics World Games

It’s a dream for any athlete to represent their country
on an international playing field. And last week, two
Special Olympics Hawaii athletes, Teresa “Tess” Moore
and Virginia “Kalei” Lee, represented Hawaii as part of
Special Olympics USA at the 2023 Special Olympics
World Summer Games in Berlin, Germany.

Teresa Moore of Hawaii Island (Special Olympics East
Hawaii program) represented USA in track and field.
Her results include:

@ Silver Medal, Shot Put

@ 4th Place, 50-Meter Run

@ 6th Place, 4x100-Meter Relay

Virginia Lee of Hawaii Island (Special Olympics West
Hawaii program) represented USA in powerlifting. Her
results include:

@ Silver Medal, Squat

@ Bronze Medal, Female Bench Press

@ Bronze Medal, Deadlift

@ Bronze Medal, Combination Event

Other Hawaii individuals that represented Hawaii at
the Special Olympics World Summer Games include
Shavanna Mahoe from Oahu, who joined the World
Games Local Organizing Committee as a bocce official,
and Officer Kuilee Dela Cruz from the Hawaii County
Police Department, representing Hawaii in the Law
Enforcement Torch Run as a part of the Law
Enforcement Team.

Sponsor Feature:
Matson and D.R. Horton

The State Summer Games would not be possible
without our amazing State Summer Games sponsors.
These sponsors provided financial support and always
bring the unwavering spirit of volunteerism to the
games. Each sponsorship is critical to ensuring athletes
and their family members enjoy a quality experience
during the State Summer Games weekend. This month,
we would like to recognize two sponsors who
celebrated milestone anniversaries at this year’s
Games, which demonstrates the depth of support
Special Olympics Hawaii is so fortunate to receive.

Mahalo to Matson for their 30 years of tremendous
support and to D.R. Horton for 25 years of being there
for our athletes. We would also like to extend a special
mahalo to all of our State Summer Games sponsors
and Cheer for Champions table sponsors!
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Fueling the Dream of Our Athletes

Thank you to Par Hawaii and all the hardworking HELE
employees who helped raise $58,500 for Special
Olympics Hawaii! The amount included a $10,000
matching donation from Par Hawaii, which contributed
to the Fueling Dreams campaign reaching a fundraising
milestone. To date Fueling Dreams has raised more
than $1,000,000 for our athletes.

Take Giving to New
Heights at This Year’s Over the Edge

Registration for the 14th Annual Over the Edge
Fundraiser is NOW OPEN! Early bird registration is
currently available through Tuesday, August 1, with a
reduced fee of $50. Sign up today bit.ly/3NbpcTb.

Celebrating Champions
at Cheer for Champions

This year’s Cheer for Champions returned to the Les
Murakami Stadium and raised a record $215,000!
Mahalo to our Presenting Sponsor, the Fertility
Institute of Hawaii, our Hall of Fame Sponsor, Altres
Foundation, and all of our MVP and All-Star table
sponsors and their guests, as well as all of our event
partners, donors, volunteers, and online auction
participants.

Planned Giving:
We Want To Hear From You

We want to hear from supporters like you. Please take
a moment to complete our brief online survey around
planned giving. To share your input, visit our online
survey at

To share your input, visit our online survey at
bit.ly/PlannedGivingSurvey2023. Thank you!
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