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​May 2022

Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.

Support Our Athletes

Share the love with our athletes

An easy way to support our athletes is by shopping
through smile.amazon.com. Be sure to shop with
Amazon Smile and select Special Olympics Hawaii as
your charity of choice. A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to programs for our local athletes!

Got extra miles? Share your HawaiianMiles and help our
athletes!
Donate today!

What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?
Help Cheer On Our Champions at the 52 nd Annual State Summer Games!

Tickets are now on sale for the annual Cheer for
Champions event, presented by Fertility Institute of
Hawaii. The event will be held on Saturday, June 18,
2022 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the University of Hawaii
Clarence T.C. Ching Athletic Complex and the lower
grass field next to the Wahine Stadium. Individual tickets
are $200 and can be purchased online.

Guests will enjoy a tapas-style brunch, reserved cocktail
table space, daytime beverages, a silent auction, a wine
pull, and local entertainment by Lehua Kalima and
Shawn Pimental. Free valet parking will be provided.

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP
http://smile.amazon.com
https://www.hawaiianairlines.com/hawaiianmiles2/donate-miles-to-charity
https://give.classy.org/2022cheerforchampions


Guests will also experience firsthand the excitement in
welcoming athletes and coaches from across the state to
the Opening Ceremonies of the 52nd Annual State
Summer Games. Table sponsorship opportunities are
also available. For more information contact Tracey
Bender at traceyb@sohawaii.org.

Saturday, June 18 through Sunday, June 19, hundreds of
athletes from across the state will compete in track and
field, powerlifting and swimming at this year’s 52nd
Annual State Summer Games. Many athletes have not
competed in a State Games since 2019. The annual State
Summer Games has been held since 1968, and marks the
end of the spring season.

Special Olympics Hawaii 2022 Summer Games
Schedule:

Saturday, June 18
Opening Ceremonies 10:00 am – 11:00 am Ching Field

Track & Field 11:00 am – 4:00 pm Ching Field & Lower Prac. Field
Swimming 11:15 am – 4:30 pm Duke Kahanamoku Pool
Powerlifting 11:15 am – 3:00 pm Fitness Center at SSC

Healthy Athlete 8:30 am – 4:00 pm Dance Studios & Classroom
Young Athletes Program 9:00 am – 11:00 am Klum Gym

Victory Dance (TBD) 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Outside TBD

Sunday, June 19
Track & Field 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Ching Field

Swimming 8:00 am – 12:30 pm Duke Kahanamoku Pool
Powerlifting 9:00 am – 11:00 am Fitness Center at SSC

Pediatric Healthy Athlete 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Klum Gym
Closing Ceremonies 12:00 pm – 12:30 pm Ching Field

News from Our SOHI Ohana

We’re excited to announce some big news from our Special Olympics Hawaii
ohana! Shari Johnson has taken on a new role as the Director of Foundation
Funding and Finance and Olivia Morton recently joined the team as
Development Coordinator.

Shari Johnson has been a key member of Special Olympics Hawaii for more
than 16 years. She previously served as Director of Administration, then
moved to New Mexico and continued to work remotely as Special Olympics
Hawaii’s Director of Foundation Funding. Shari recently returned to Oahu to
serve as our Director of Foundation Funding and Finance and will continue to
identify and develop funding opportunities by crafting grant proposals, in
addition to overseeing all aspects of finance.

Olivia Morton is the newest member of the Special Olympics Hawaii
development team. She will serve as Development Coordinator for the Law
Enforcement Torch Run and related LETR fundraising events. Olivia will also
work closely with the development team on other fundraising events and initiatives throughout the year. Olivia’s
previous experience is in marketing, administration and events, in both the private and non-profit sectors.

Registration for the 13th Annual Over the Edge Fundraiser Opens June 1

Calling all thrill seekers! Don’t miss your chance to be
one of less than 100 individuals participating in this
year’s Over the Edge fundraiser benefiting Special
Olympics Hawaii. This year’s event will take place on
Saturday, October 8, 2022 at the Hyatt Regency Waikiki
Beach Resort and Spa. Participants will have the unique
opportunity to rappel more than 400 feet down the

mailto:traceyb@sohawaii.org


side of the hotel and experience truly breathtaking
views of Waikiki and Diamond Head. Registration
opens on Wednesday, June 1 and interested
participants are encouraged to sign up at
www.sohawaii.org.

Early bird registration will run from Wednesday, June 1
through Monday, August 1, and includes a reduced $50
registration fee. After August 1, the registration fee is
$100 per participant. All participants are asked to raise
a minimum of $1,000 in donations.

The Guardian: Go The Extra Mile To Receive the 37th Annual
​First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law Enforcement Torch Run Shirt

For the past 37 years, law enforcement agencies across the state have come together to raise awareness and
resources for Special Olympics Hawaii athletes by participating in the First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza Law
Enforcement Torch Run. This year, you can support the officers that support our athletes by making a donation
online. For donations of $30 or more, supporters will receive this year’s limited edition, commemorative Torch Run
t-shirt.

Help us keep the “Flame of Hope” burning for our local athletes and join First Hawaiian Bank and our law
enforcement community by donating today.All proceeds stay in Hawaii and help Special Olympics Hawaii provide
programs free of charge to over 3,400 children and adults with intellectual disabilities.  Mahalo First Hawaiian
Bank and to all the agencies who participated in the Law Enforcement Torch Run events throughout the year.

Unified Spotlight: Unified Basketball Tournament Was a Slam Dunk!

This month we held our third Unified 3v3
Inclusion Basketball Tournament in
partnership with Kamaʻaina Kids. On May 7,
11 teams from eight schools participated in
friendly basketball games at Honouliuli
Middle School. Mahalo to Honouliuli Middle
School principal, Todd Fujimori for letting us
hold our basketball tournament on campus
and for the school’s support as one of the
newest Special Olympics Hawaii Unified
Champion Schools.

Prior to the basketball tournament,
Kamaʻaina Kids created teams of students
from their after school programs from
various elementary schools across the island.

http://www.sohawaii.org
https://www.classy.org/event/37th-annual-first-hawaiian-bank-troy-barboza-law-enforcement-torch-run/e402594


A special mahalo to Randy Miyashiro and Ed
Silva of Kamaʻaina Kids, who went the extra
mile to highlight the importance of inclusion,
ensuring that our partners help our athletes
showcase their abilities while playing the
sports they love and having fun at the same
time.

Leading up to the basketball tournament, we
held a coaches clinic for the Kamaʻaina Kids
staff that was led by Special Olympics Hawaii
liaison and Nanakuli High School girl’s varsity
head coach, Sasha Montez. Schools then had
two months to practice before the basketball
tournament. We also want to thank the
Kamaʻaina Kids staff who were amazing
coaches and worked hard to have their

players learn the basics of basketball while instilling the importance of inclusion. The following teams participated:

● Hickam, Hickam Elementary School
● Iliahi Dragons, Iliahi Elementary School
● Mauka Ballin, Kalihi Elementary School
● Kalihi Uka, Kalihi Uka Elementary School

● Koko Head Cobras, Koko Head Elementary School
● Team Rex, Kanoelani Elementary School

● Hawaiian Warriors, Kanoelani Elementary School
● Hoku Pana, Kanoelani Elementary School

● Pearl Harbor Kai Mano Warriors, Pearl Harbor Elementary School
● Waimalu Warrior 1, Waimalu Elementary School
● Waimalu Warriors 2, Waimalu Elementary School

Photo Credit: Kama'aina Kids

Good Luck Hui ‘O Hawaii!

In a few days, our Hui ‘O
Hawaii athletes will be jetting

off to Orlando, Florida to
represent Hawaii at the 2022
Special Olympics USA Games
which takes place, June 5-12.

Good luck athletes – we’re
excited to see you represent

the Aloha State on the national
stage!

Last Chance To Sign Up
​for Special Olympics Oahu’s Sunset Sail

Sign up today for Special Olympics Oahu’s
sunset sail with Holokai Catamaran on
June 4, 2022 at 3 p.m. Soak in beautiful
views of Waikiki while supporting our

Special Olympics Oahu athletes. Call 808-
922-2210 to reserve your spot today.

Supporters Made Waves at
Paradise Plunge

Mahalo to all the plungers, donors,
and supporters who helped make

this year’s Paradise Plunge a
splashing success! Together we

raised more than $31,500! Watch
our Paradise Plunge 2022

participant video compilation here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pf3SgrUvih4

