
Special Olympics Hawaii Newsletter:
​March 2022

Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.

Support Our Athletes

Share the love with our athletes

An easy way to support our athletes is by shopping through
smile.amazon.com. Be sure to shop with Amazon Smile and
select Special Olympics Hawaii as your charity of choice. A
portion of the proceeds will be donated to programs for our
local athletes!

Got extra miles? Share your HawaiianMiles and help our
athletes!
Donate today!

What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?
The Guardian: Volunteer Law Enforcement Serve Up Support and Awareness For

Our Annual Tip A Cop Fundraiser

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP
http://smile.amazon.com
https://www.hawaiianairlines.com/hawaiianmiles2/donate-miles-to-charity


Volunteer, off-duty law enforcement officers from across Oahu will trade their uniforms for aprons and wait on
tables alongside servers at 11 participating restaurants at Ala Moana Center, Kahala Mall, and Pearlridge Center
including several Big City Diner, California Pizza Kitchen and Goma Tei locations, as well as Buffalo Wild Wings,
Lucky Strike, and The Counter Custom Burgers. This unique fundraiser aims to raise awareness and collect tips (or
donations) for Special Olympics Hawaii athletes and programs. The event will take place at the following dates and
times: 

Friday, March 25 from 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. at:  
• Big City Diner: Pearlridge Center

• Buffalo Wild Wings: Ala Moana Center 
• California Pizza Kitchen: Ala Moana Center, Kahala Mall, Pearlridge Center 

• The Counter Custom Burgers: Kahala Mall 
• Goma Tei: Ala Moana Center, Kahala Mall, Pearlridge Center 

• Lucky Strike: Ala Moana Center

Saturday, March 26 from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. at: 
• Big City Diner: Pearlridge Center, 

• Buffalo Wild Wings: Ala Moana Center 
• California Pizza Kitchen: Ala Moana Center, Kahala Mall, Pearlridge Center 

• The Counter Custom Burgers: Kahala Mall 
• Goma Tei: Ala Moana Center, Kahala Mall, Pearlridge Center 

• Lucky Strike: Ala Moana Center only (12 p.m. – 3 p.m.)

Sunday, March 27 from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. at: 
• Big City Diner: Pearlridge Center

• Buffalo Wild Wings: Ala Moana Center 
• California Pizza Kitchen: Ala Moana Center, Kahala Mall, Pearlridge Center 

• The Counter Custom Burgers: Kahala Mall 
• Goma Tei: Ala Moana Center, Kahala Mall, Pearlridge Center (11 a.m. – 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.)

• Lucky Strike: Ala Moana Center only (12 p.m. – 3 p.m.)

Unified Spotlight: Hilo High School Implements Inclusion Projects

The general education students at Hilo High School have been
partnering with the Special Olympics Hawaii Unified Champion
Program on a number of projects this year. Their leadership
clubs worked closely with the special education students in
JoAnn Nishimoto's class to practice inclusion and
sustainability.
 
The Hilo High School Student Association and Key Club
conducted a recycling project with newspapers, bottles, and
cans as part of their work-study program. They worked hand-
in-hand with the special education students to create recycling
bins to Spread the Word about inclusion and their partnership.
Mrs. Nishimoto's class created a greenhouse where they
planted lettuce and other greens, which attracted the culinary
program to partner with them in the future, with plans to make
delicious salads.
 
Mrs. Nishimoto's class also teamed up with P.E. classes to
teach the general education students how to play bocce! They



plan to have more collaborations with the physical education
department in the near future.
 
A huge mahalo to Mrs. Nishimoto and the Special Olympics
Unified Champion Program on bringing the true spirit of
inclusion to your campus.

Athletes Receive Free Physical Exams During Annual MedFest Event

Last month, Kaiser Permanente hosted our 12th
Annual Medfest for Special Olympics Hawaii
athletes. Over 40 athletes across Oahu received
free screenings at Kaiser Permanente
Mapunapuna for vision, height, weight, blood
pressure, and cardiovascular and
musculoskeletal health. The exams were
performed by Kaiser Permanente doctors,
nurses, and medical staff. On Maui, Kaiser
Permanente provided physical exams and
screenings for Maui athletes interested in
participating in Special Olympics Hawaii
programs this upcoming season. A special
mahalo to Dr. George Talbot, MD, Dr. Megha
Chandoke, MD, and Diana Jill, RN, MSN who

helped our Maui athletes with checkups at the Maui Medfest event at Laakea Village. 

MedFest is an annual event that provides comprehensive physical screenings to athletes of all ages competing in
Special Olympics Hawaii. Physical exams are needed to ensure it is safe for athletes to participate in training and
competitions each year. Mahalo Kaiser Permanente, for all that you do for our athletes!

On April 2, Kaiser Permanente will host a Medfest event in Lihue to support our Special Olympics Hawaii athletes
on Kauai. More details to come!

Welcome Paula!

Please join us in welcoming Paula Whitaker, who
joined us this month as our Oahu Regional Director.
Paula is a parent of a Special Olympics Hawaii athlete
from the Terminators and has been actively involved in
their delegation for several years.
 
Her background includes work with several local
nonprofits, and years spent as a special education
teacher. She has been instrumental in planning and
conducting several events for Special Olympics Hawaii
and will bring that knowledge to the Oahu programs.
Welcome to the team, Paula!



Sponsor Feature: Jersey Mike's Proves They Are a Sub Above

Bready, set, go… to your local Jersey Mike’s restaurants –
across Oahu and Maui – this month to make a donation to help
Hui O Hawaii athletes attend the 2022 Special Olympics USA
Games which will take place June 5-12 in Orlando, Florida.
 
"We are proud to support the inspiring athletes of Hui O
Hawaii and their quest to represent our state and bring home
the gold," says Tim Januszewski, Owner of Jersey Mike’s.
"Jersey Mike’s is grateful to have the opportunity to raise funds
to help get the team to the USA Games and we hope the
community will join us for the Day of Giving on March 30
where 100 percent of sales will benefit our Hawaii athletes."
 
Throughout March, customers can make a donation by visiting
Jersey Mike's and will receive free items or a discount. This
week, if you place your order on the Jersey Mike’s app, you
can use the promo code GIVE and receive $2 off a regular or
giant sub. On March 30, Jersey Mike’s locations in Hawaii,
excluding Schofield, will celebrate the Day of Giving where 100
percent of the day's sales will be donated to the 2022 Special Olympics USA Games and Hui O Hawaii. For a list of
Jersey Mike’s locations, please visit https://www.jerseymikes.com/locations.

Pump Up Support for Local Athletes
Now Through March 31

Now through March 31, support the
hopes and dreams of thousands of
Special Olympics Hawaii athletes
during Par Hawaii's 17th Annual

Fueling Dreams campaign! Island
drivers can make monetary, in-store
donations to Special Olympics Hawaii
at any participating nomnom Hawaii

store on Oahu, Hawaii Island, and
Maui. Mahalo for your support!

1, 2, 3… PLUNGE!

There is just a month left to
participate in Paradise Plunge! The

socially distanced event allows
participants to safely support local

athletes by sharing a video or photo
of themselves taking a dip in the
ocean or performing any type of

water activity – such as
bodyboarding, surfing, or taking the
plunge in a swimming pool. Register

today at
give.classy.org/paradiseplunge2022.

Please Complete This Survey and
Share Your Voice!

Your opinion is important to us. We
hope that you will take a few

minutes to complete our online
survey to help us understand how
we can work together to provide
those with intellectual disabilities

the opportunity to develop physical
fitness, demonstrate courage,

experience joy, and participate in
sharing gifts, skills, and friendships.
You can complete the survey online

today at
https://solegacygiving.org/2022surv

ey/?ref=fbsohi.

Amazon Smile

Be sure to shop with Amazon Smile
and select Special Olympics Hawaii. A

portion of the proceeds will be
donated to programs for our local

athletes!

smile.amazon.com

SAVE THE DATE!

May the 4th Be With You
A fundraising event at

City Square Shopping Center
Saturday, May 7, 2022

10am to 2pm
More details to come!

Hawaiian Miles

Share your Hawaiian Miles and help
our athletes!

Donate today!

https://www.jerseymikes.com/locations
http://give.classy.org/paradiseplunge2022
https://solegacygiving.org/2022survey/?ref=fbsohi
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.hawaiianairlines.com/hawaiianmiles2/donate-miles-to-charity



