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Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.

Support Our Athletes

Share the love with our athletes

An easy way to support our athletes is by shopping
through smile.amazon.com. Be sure to shop with
Amazon Smile and select Special Olympics Hawaii as
your charity of choice. A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to programs for our local athletes!

Got extra miles? Share your HawaiianMiles and help our
athletes!
Donate today!

What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?
Special Olympics Hawaii Makes a SPLASH with Third Paradise Plunge Fundraiser

Paradise Plunge returns to make waves this spring for the third year in a row! The fundraiser reinvents the
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traditional, in-person Polar Plunge – which previously allowed supporters to take the chilly plunge into a pool of
ice water – into a new, creative format called “Paradise Plunge.” The socially distanced event allows participants to
safely support local athletes by sharing a video or photo of themselves taking a dip in the ocean or performing any
type of water activity – such as bodyboarding, surfing, or taking the plunge in a swimming pool. Registration for
this year’s Paradise Plunge will open on Tuesday, February 1. For more information, visit www.sohawaii.org.
 
Paradise Plunge is open to individuals, families and student groups, and anyone else who wants to take the plunge
to support Special Olympics Hawaii athletes. All plungers are asked to raise a minimum of $100 to participate and
receive a Paradise Plunge event shirt. There is also a reduced fundraising minimum of $50 for students of all ages,
elementary through college. Register as a Passionate Plunger and raise $500, or as a Super Plunger and raise
$1,000. Special prizes are awarded to plungers who raise $250, $500, or $1,000 or more.

Plungers are asked to submit up to a 60-second, horizontal video clip or photos of themselves performing their
“Paradise Plunge” at www.wetransfer.com to development@sohawaii.org. The deadline for submissions is
Sunday, April 24.
 
Special Olympics Hawaii will release the 2022 Paradise Plunge compilation video on Friday, April 29. Participants
are “shore” to enjoy the video and can share with it donors and supporters.

Adrienne Laurion Continues to Make a Difference Across the Islands

Special Olympics Hawaii’s Neighbor Island
Regional Director, Adrienne Laurion, was recently
featured in the People Who Made a Difference
column in the Maui News for her inspiring work
and dedication to hundreds of local athletes.
Adrienne has been a critical member of our team
for the past 25 years and currently oversees the
Special Olympics Hawaii programs on Maui,
Molokai, Lanai, Kauai and Hawaii Island.

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, Adrienne came
up with creative ways to keep athletes active –
both physically and socially. She personally
delivered equipment – everything from
basketballs to bocce sets – to Maui athlete’s homes so they could continue training safely. She also coordinated
virtual fitness classes and organized Friday night dance parties on Zoom, which are still going to this day.
 
Adrienne shared, “I love my job because everyone around me shares the same vision of dedication to inclusion. I
work with enthusiastic athletes and supportive volunteer coaches who want the best opportunities to play sports
and feel part of a team. My reward is the joy of friendships and the smiles after a hard competition. It’s the feeling
of a strong community that cares for one another.”
 
Mahalo Adrienne for all that you do for our athletes! If you would like to get involved with Special Olympics Maui,
please contact mauicounty@sohawaii.org.
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Unified Spotlight:
​That’s a Wrap on a Great MovBand League Play Season

The second season of the MovBand League Play wrapped up last
month! From November through December 2021 four leagues were
held across Oahu, Maui and Kauai with 11 schools returning from the
first season of the MovBand League Play held in spring of 2021.
Movband League Play offers students a safe way to participate in a
friendly fitness competition while social distancing.
 
This season, every Unified Champion School had a team consisting of
partners and athletes that participated in physical activities that
encouraged daily movement for four weeks. Every student received a
MovBand that recorded their total distance per week. And every

Tuesday, the league coordinator announced the schools with the highest average distance, and incentives were
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given through the Holoholo Walking Program to students who met their milestones. At the end of the season, the
overall winning team from each league received a Jamba Juice party. The winning schools in each league (listed in
order) are:
 

Oahu 1:
Campbell High School

Kalani High School
Kailua High School

Nanakuli High School
 

Oahu 2:
Kaimuki High School 

Farrington High School
Mililani High School 

Pearl City High School
 

Neighbor Island: 
Maui High School 
Kauai High School 

Maui CC/Dream School
 

Neighbor Island Middle Schools:
Chiefess Kamakahelei Middle School

Lokelani Intermediate School 
 

Congratulations to all the winning schools and a special mahalo to all who participated!

Mahalo to Alexander & Baldwin for Years of Support for our Athletes!

Special Olympics Hawaii is proud to
announce Alexander & Baldwin as our
newest year-round sponsor.
Alexander & Baldwin is now a “Year-
Round Partner”, which means the
support we receive through our
partnership totals over $50,000
throughout the year.
 
Alexander & Baldwin has been a long-
standing partner and tremendous
supporter since 1984. Over the
decades, they have sponsored events
on Oahu and Maui, hosted
fundraisers, provided corporate
contributions and recently made a
generous $20,000 donation to our
Capital Campaign.
 
Last year, they proved their
commitment to our athletes by
hosting four Cop on Top sites for the return of this very important annual fundraiser. Cop on Top events at Laulani
Village Shopping Center, Kaneohe Bay Shopping Center, Manoa Marketplace, and Sam's Club at Pearl Highlands
Center raised over $59,000. To top it off, Alexander & Baldwin donated an additional $1,000 to bring the total
raised to $60,000! Over the past 17 years, Alexander & Baldwin has hosted 36 Cop on Top sites, which have raised
over $471,000.
 
“We are incredibly grateful for the ongoing support of Alexander & Baldwin, who has stuck by us and continues to
support our athletes and critical fundraisers like Cop on Top,” says Special Olympics Hawaii Director of
Development, Tracey Bender. “Their commitment to our mission is a tremendous help as we work towards safely
transitioning back to in-person sports and programs and continuing to provide them free of charge to our athletes
and their families.”
 
Mahalo Alexander & Baldwin, for your years of generous support!



Mahalo for Supporting Cop on Top!

A special thank you to all the
dedicated off-duty, volunteer law

enforcement officers and community
volunteers who participated in this

year’s Cop on Top fundraiser.
Together we raised $130,276.71!

Mahalo to all the generous donors
and our committed site sponsors who

hosted the three-day event.

Fill Up and Support Special
Olympics Hawaii During Fueling

Dreams

The next time you need to fill up
your car or grab a snack at a
nomnom store, you can help

support the hopes and dreams of
thousands of our athletes during
Par Hawaii’s 17th annual Fueling

Dreams campaign! From now
through March 31, island drivers can
make monetary, in-store donations
to Special Olympics Hawaii at any

participating nomnom store on
Oahu, Hawaii Island and Maui.

Thank You for Voting in Target
Circle

Drum roll please! Mahalo to
everyone who casted their votes for

Special Olympics Hawaii. We
received 84,344 votes resulting in a

$1,595.49 donation.

Planning Ahead for Your Loved One with Special
Needs

For families who have a loved one with special needs, it
can be challenging to find guidance to establish a life
plan. Creating your own plan and establishing a life

plan for your family member can help ensure they have
the support they need. You can gain peace of mind as

well as a sense of control with our complimentary
guide, Planning When Someone You Love Has Special
Needs. You can download this helpful publication, as

well other planning resources, here.

Lace Up for the Great Aloha Run

Grab your running or walking shoes and walk, jog or
run from February 18 – February 21 for a total of 8.15

miles. Go to greataloharun.com and register to join our
team using code, “SpecialOlympics15.” If the code

does not work, please email your first and last name to
oahuad@sohawaii.org with the subject line “Great

Aloha Run Team SOHI” and you will be added to the
team. The deadline to register online is February 21.
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