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Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.

Support Our Athletes

Share the love with our athletes

An easy way to support our athletes is by shopping
through smile.amazon.com. Be sure to shop with
Amazon Smile and select Special Olympics Hawaii as
your charity of choice. A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to programs for our local athletes!

Got extra miles? Share your HawaiianMiles and help our
athletes!
Donate today!

What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?
Make Wave for Paradise Plunge

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP
http://smile.amazon.com
https://www.hawaiianairlines.com/hawaiianmiles2/donate-miles-to-charity


Special Olympics Hawaii invites supporters to "seas" the day and take part in the 3rd Annual Paradise Plunge
fundraiser. All participants are asked to share a video or photo of themselves performing any water activity – such
as surfing, bodyboarding, snorkeling, or taking the plunge in a swimming pool. Registration for this year's Paradise
Plunge is now open at give.classy.org/paradiseplunge2022.

Read more

Taking it to the Hill for Capitol Hill Day 2022

This year Hawaii athletes and
representatives joined over 400
delegates representing 47 states and
the District of Columbia for Capitol
Hill Day. The virtual event took place
February 9 and 10, 2022 and allowed
Special Olympics Hawaii President and
CEO Dan Epstein, Senior Vice
President of Programs, Nip Ho, and
Special Olympics Hawaii athlete, Peter
Guamataotao to meet with:

● Office of Senator Mazie K. Hirono’
Senior Policy Advisor, Ben Strand
● Office of Representative Kaiali'i Kanahele’s Senior Policy Advisor, Sonia Norton, and Administrative Assistant and
Intern Coordinator, Kadara Marshall 
● Representative Ed Case along with the his Staff, Health Education and Labor Policy, Nick Luna and Intern, Emily
Peterson
● Office of Senator Brian Schatz’s Legislative Counsel, Jesse Isleman and Legislative Correspondent, Corbin
Kenaley
 
Across the nation, Special Olympics athletes led more than 250 virtual meetings with members of Congress in both
the House and Senate, inviting their elected officials to partner with them to support inclusive education and
health initiatives for people with intellectual disabilities (ID). Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools
programming is in nearly 7,500 schools across the United States, intending to be in over 10,000 schools by 2024.
 
Under the current federal funding agreement that started in 2016, Special Olympics has reached more than
207,000 Special Olympics U.S. athletes with inclusive health programming, to reach at least 500,000 by 2025.
Typically, Special Olympics U.S. Programs travel to Washington, D.C. each February to meet with their state's
members of Congress in person. However, due to COVID-19, all meetings were held virtually for Capitol Hill Day
2022.

Unified Spotlight: Champions of CHANGE

This year's Spread the Word theme is "Champions of
Change." Special Olympics Hawaii is fortunate to have
received beautiful original designs from students involved in
Unified Champion programs from Kalani High School, Maui
High School, and Kauai High School which were printed on
shirts, lanyards, stickers, posters, and bracelets to be passed
out to students for Spread the Word to End the Word Day on
March 2.
 
The trophy-inspired design was inspired by the idea that we
are all "champions of change." From there, the students
chose to utilize the image of the Hawaiian islands to make
these designs unique and specific to Special Olympics Hawaii.
The design includes colors of blue and gold with a trophy to
represent champions of change, words that the students
came up with that define inclusion and what it means to
them, and the Special Olympics logo. Read more

http://give.classy.org/paradiseplunge2022
https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.86/z20.966.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Special-Olympics-Hawaii-Newsletter-February-2022.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.86/z20.966.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Special-Olympics-Hawaii-Newsletter-February-2022.pdf


Sponsor Feature: Mahalo American Medical Response (AMR)

This month we want to say mahalo to Danny
Kao and the fantastic team from American
Medical Response (AMR) for their continued
support of our Special Olympics Hawaii
athletes and programs. We look forward to
seeing AMR at our events as they continue to
volunteer their time and services to Special
Olympics Hawaii year-round, including at all
state games and fundraising events. Always
supportive and providing compassionate
care, the amazing team from AMR has grown
to personally know many of our athletes and
truly become a part of our Special Olympics
Hawaii ohana.
 
AMR was at Bocce Bash, Comeback Games,
and Over the Edge in 2021 to support us as
we slowly and thoughtfully returned to in-
person activities, competitions and
fundraisers. Danny was a tremendous source of information and guidance, serving as one of our health advisors
during the pandemic and providing support to us during that challenging time. In addition, we are honored to have
him traveling with us to Florida for the 2022 Special Olympics USA Games to serve as Hui O’ Hawaii’s Medical
Coordinator. Mahalo Danny and AMR, for keeping our athletes safe and healthy!

 Oahu Tip A Cop

Mark your calendars! Officers
will be trading their uniforms

for aprons March 25-27 for our
first law enforcement

fundraiser of 2022! Come out
and support our law

enforcement friends as they
bus tables at local restaurants
at Ala Moana Center, Kahala
Mall, Pearlridge Center, and

Windward Mall! Stay tuned for
more details!

Jersey Mike's Month of Giving

Throughout the month of March, diners
can donate at any Jersey Mike's eatery on
Oahu and Maui to help Special Olympics
Hawaii athletes cover travel expenses to

compete in the 2022 Special Olympics USA
Games. The Month of Giving campaign

will culminate with Jersey Mike's "Day of
Giving" on Wednesday, March 30. Local
Jersey Mike's restaurants will give 100
percent of the day's sales to the 2022

Special Olympics USA Games and to local
state programs, like Special Olympics

Hawaii, participating in the competition.

Fueling Dreams is Going Strong

The next time you need to fill up
your car or grab a snack at a

nomnom Hawaii store, you can
support the hopes and dreams of

thousands of Special Olympics
athletes during Par Hawaii's 17th
Annual Fueling Dreams campaign!

From now through March 31, island
drivers can make monetary, in-store

donations to Special Olympics
Hawaii at any participating nomnom
Hawaii store on Oahu, Hawaii Island,

and Maui.

Please Share Your Input!
Maui Tip A Cop



Your opinion is important to us. We hope that you will
take a few minutes to complete our online survey to

help us understand how we can work together to
provide those with intellectual disabilities the

opportunity to develop physical fitness, demonstrate
courage, experience joy, and participate in sharing
gifts, skills, and friendships. You can complete the

survey online today at
https://solegacygiving.org/2022survey/?ref=fbsohi.

Don’t make the mis-steak of missing Special Olympics
Maui’s Tip A Cop event. Off duty, volunteer law

enforcement officers will be at the Kihei Outback
Steakhouse March 11-12 from 5-9 pm, trading in their
badges for aprons to help raise funds and awareness

for local Special Olympics Maui athletes.

*Note: Photo was taken in 2019

https://solegacygiving.org/2022survey/?ref=fbsohi

