
Special Olympics Hawaii Newsletter:
​August 2022

Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.

Support Our Athletes

Share the love with our athletes

An easy way to support our athletes is by shopping through
smile.amazon.com. Be sure to shop with Amazon Smile and
select Special Olympics Hawaii as your charity of choice. A

portion of the proceeds will be donated to programs for our
local athletes!

Got extra miles? Share your HawaiianMiles and help our
athletes!

Donate today!

 
What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?

Register for Special Olympics Hawaii’s Fall MedFest Events 

Do you or your athlete have an expiring medical form that needs
to be renewed? Join us at our upcoming MedFest events in
partnership with Kaiser Permanente on Oahu and Hawaii Island
as we prepare for a safe and fun winter season. 

Our Oahu MedFest will take place on Saturday, September 24,
2022 at our Special Olympics Hawaii Sports and Wellness Center
in Kapolei at 91-610 Maunakapu Street. To schedule an
appointment, register here. 

We will also host a MedFest in Kona on Hawaii Island on

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP
http://smile.amazon.com
https://www.hawaiianairlines.com/hawaiianmiles2/donate-miles-to-charity
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48A4AA28A7FECE9-oahu


Saturday, September 10, 2022 at the Kaiser Permanente Hawaii
Kona Clinic. We invite all East and West Hawaii athletes and their
ohana to register here. 

If you would like to confirm whether you or your athlete need an
updated medical form completed before the season begins,
please reach out to your area director as soon as possible. If you
have any questions related to our health programs, please
contact Michelle Kimura at ha@sohawaii.org.

Welcome, Emerald-Leigh! 

We are excited to welcome the newest Special Olympics Hawaii
team member, Emerald-Leigh Chun who will serve as our
Unified Champion Schools Manager. Previously, Emerald-Leigh
worked for the Hawaii Department of Education where she
worked as an educational assistant in medically fragile
classrooms. As the Unified Champion Schools Manager,
Emerald-Leigh will continue to provide support to all Unified
Champion Schools around the state as well as focus on the
development of league play within each district.

Please join us in extending a warm welcome to Emerald-Leigh
and we look forward to seeing her impact on our organization
and programs.

Stay Calm and Rappel On At Over the Edge ​

If you don’t sweat the tall stuff, Over the Edge is for you! Registration
is currently open for our 13th Annual Over the Edge fundraiser taking
place Saturday, October 8, 2022, at the Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach
Resort and Spa. The event allows participants to rappel 40 stories
down the side of the Hyatt, while helping to spread awareness and
raise funds for Special Olympics Hawaii. 

Registration is $100 per participant. For the safety of those
participating, individuals under the age of 18 must have a parent or
guardian attend the event and sign a consent waiver. Participants must
weigh between 100 and 300 pounds. All participants are asked to raise
a minimum of $1,000 in donations.
Visit https://give.classy.org/overtheedge2022 to register.

If you wish to support Special Olympics Hawaii, but do not want to
actually go “over the edge” you can also donate to Special Olympics
Hawaii athlete, Reyse Sakima, who is rappelling to raise funds for his
fellow athletes. Reyse has been with Special Olympics Hawaii for more

than 15 years, participating in track and field, soccer, bowling, softball and basketball, and is involved in Special
Olympics clubs like Toastmasters and Global Messengers. He has also traveled across the country to New Jersey to
represent Hawaii in the Special Olympics USA Games. Support Reyse by donating  here and help him reach his goal
of raising $5,000 in order to receive a $5,000 matching donation. 

“This fundraising event is something that we believe is truly unique not just here in Hawaii, but in the world since

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48a4aa28a7fece9-kona
mailto:ha@sohawaii.org
https://www.classy.org/event/13th-annual-over-the-edge-2022/e408858
https://give.classy.org/overtheedge2022
http://give.classy.org/reysesakima
https://give.classy.org/reysesakima2022


we are able to offer our participants exceptional and breathtaking views of Waikiki as they rappel down the
beautiful Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa,” said Special Olympics Hawaii’s Director of Development,
Tracey Bender. “Over the Edge celebrates the courageous spirit of our athletes as well as that of our participants
who literally go over and above to raise funds and support our athletes.” 

All participants will receive a special 2022 Over the Edge t-shirt. Additional prizes will be available to those who
raise more than the $1,000 minimum. Monies raised through Over the Edge stay in Hawaii and support local
athletes across the state. Since 2009, Over the Edge has raised more than $1,526,419 for Special Olympics Hawaii
athletes and programs.

Health & Wellness Corner:
Our Hale ‘O Mauliola Summer Series Made Waves

Our Hale ‘O Mauliola Summer Series events
were a splashing success! We had a great
month of programs including our Monday
Health Corner where we shared information
about staying hydrated this summer, sun
safety, summer nutrition, mental health,
staying active and healthy summer recipe
swaps. Our Wednesday Workouts featured
yoga, exercises using bodyweight and exciting
Zumba sessions led by community fitness
professionals. This month we were thrilled to
have a workout led by our very own Special
Olympics Hawaii athlete and health
messenger, Peter Gumataotao. 

And of course we can’t forget about our
Friday Dance Parties which incorporate healthy movement in a fun way, with sessions generously hosted by Special
Olympics Hawaii partners, DJ Ron and DJ Ezra. The photo below is from our Under the Sea-themed dance.

Be sure to join us every Monday, Wednesday and Friday for our Hale ‘O Mauliola program. To view the full
schedule, visit here.

Helping Our Athletes' Swishes Come True 

We would like to give a BIG and special mahalo
to the Department of Defense Innovative
Readiness Training (IRT) program for their
support of the construction of the Special
Olympics Hawaii Health and Fitness Building
and Outdoor Play Court. Hundreds of military
service members have provided both skilled
and unskilled labor at no cost while also
gaining valuable training to support future
missions. 

The new 5,200 square-foot building will
support the four components of Special
Olympics Hawaii’s Health and Wellness
programs by providing: 

Powerlifting Training Stations:
Powerlifting is one of the most
popular sports at Special Olympics
Hawaii and having on-site
powerlifting space and equipment available will allow athletes to train safely and help to recruit
more athletes to compete in this exciting and expanding fitness-centered sport.
Cardio and Strength Space: Athletes will have access to a free fitness gym with equipment
including exercise bikes, rowers, treadmills and free weights.
Multi-use Area: Athletes will enjoy an open area designed for exercise classes like Zumba and yoga, which
can also be converted to a classroom for health training or larger medical screening events.
Medical Exam and Screening Zone: This will provide a dedicated private area for medical screenings and
exams to take place monthly for athletes.  

The new Health and Fitness building will also provide storage for medical equipment, our Young Athletes
Programs, and sports and event equipment. 

Right outside the Health and Fitness building will be an outdoor play court, designed for basketball, volleyball,
pickleball and youth activities that will expand our on-campus program offerings. The new building and play court
will serve hundreds of our Special Olympics athletes in their efforts to train, compete and stay healthy.

http://sohawaii.org/stay-fit-with-sohi/


Sponsor Feature: Walmart

This month we are recognizing Walmart, a company that has been an integral supporter of our annual Cop on Top
fundraiser for more than a decade. Since 2011, Walmart has been a Year-Round Mission Partner, as well as a host
location for Cop on Top, allowing us to hold our fundraiser at stores on Oahu, Maui, Kauai and Hawaii Island. This
year will be the tenth year Walmart served as a host for Cop on Top.
 
“We are incredibly thankful for the continued partnership and support of Walmart and the generous Walmart
shoppers who year-after-year continue to make Cop on Top a success,” said Special Olympics Hawaii’s President
and CEO, Dan Epstein. “Through community donations, we raised more than $135,300 this month at Walmart
stores, which will directly benefit the more than 3,400 children and adults with intellectual disabilities that we
serve across Hawaii.”
 
In addition to their support for Cop on Top, Walmart awarded us with $8,250 in grants this year to help our
programs. Mahalo Walmart for all that you do for our athletes!

Congratulations, Keevan
Matsumoto!

We would like to send a special
congratulations to Keevan

Matsumoto, who was named as one
of the Complex Area Teachers of the

Year. Keevan has been a big
supporter of Special Olympics

Hawaii, and he goes above and
beyond to ensure his students get

the opportunity to participate in our
programs. His hard work and

dedication makes him an excellent
role model for his students and

athletes. 

Pump Up Support for Local
Athletes NOW

This is the last day to support the
hopes and dreams of thousands of
Special Olympics Hawaii athletes

during Par Hawaii's Fueling Dreams
campaign. Island drivers can make

monetary, in-store donations to
Special Olympics Hawaii at any

participating nomnom Hawaii store
on Oahu, Hawaii Island, and Maui.

Mahalo for your support!

Athletes Had a Ball at Aukake
Classic

This month hundreds of athletes,
partners and coaches came together

for our Aukake Classic. On August
20-21, athletes competed in bocce

and five-a-side soccer at Waiau
District Park. In order to qualify for

Aukake Classic, athletes and
partners trained and competed in
area and regional competitions for

the past two months.



From September 1-30, Foodland will hold their annual “Give
Aloha” campaign! 

​Make a donation to Special Olympics Hawaii during checkout at
any Foodland, Foodland Farms or Sack N Save by sharing the 5

digit code for your area with the cashier.

Oahu: 77129
Kauai: 78566

West Hawaii: 78569  

37th Annual First Hawaiian Bank Troy
Barboza

Law Enforcement Torch Run Shirt
​

There is still time to light up the hearts of our
local athletes by making a donation online.

For donations of $30 or more, supporters will
receive this year’s limited-edition,
commemorative Torch Run t-shirt.
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