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Happy Holidays from Everyone at Special

Olympics Hawaii!

The entire Special Olympics Hawaii team would like to send their warm
wishes to you and your ohana this holiday season. While the holidays
look different this year, the sincere gratitude we have for each of you
remains. We'd especially like to extend a special mahalo to our
volunteers, sponsors, coaches, athletes and the entire Special
Olympics Hawaii ohana for your generous support throughout this
challenging year. We wish you a safe and healthy holiday season and
a Happy New Year!

Click here to watch our holiday video!
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Unified Spotlight: Chiefess Kamakahelei

Middle School Continues to Spread the
Message of Inclusion
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In this new normal of distance learning, Chiefess Kamakahelei Middle
School's Team Unify - a Unified elective class offered at the school -
has continued to participate in inclusionary activities. This class is led
by special education teacher and Special Olympics Hawaii veteran of
11 years, Amanda Fretto. Whether it's watching videos about Britain's
Got Talent group, Sign Along with Us, or highlights from Chris Nikic's
Ironman journey, students continue to experience inclusion in action.
Videos like these inspire students to discover ways that they can be
inclusive in their own lives and learn valuable lessons that "you can do
anything no matter what."

Students also read and listen to stories about inclusion including
We're All Wonders, Don’t Call Me Special, Mixed: A Colorful Story,
and The World Needs More Purple People. They learn many inspiring
lessons about the importance of inclusion and acceptance of others.
Despite not being able to be face-to-face with each other, students get
to know each other more and discover ways that they were similar (as
well as different) through various activities during each virtual meeting.

The class also has the amazing opportunity to spread positivity and
the message of inclusion by writing messages to be displayed at the
school. From the many activities they completed this school year,
these students expressed that they learned so much about
themselves and others. In addition to the ongoing inclusionary
activities they engage in, Chiefess Kamakahelei Middle School has
participated in our virtual Aukake and Holiday Fitness Classic this
year. Chiefess Kamakahelei Middle School looks forward to continuing
to spread more positivity and inclusion throughout the remainder of the
school year and all of us at Special Olympics Hawaii extend our
gratitude for all that they do!
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The Guardian: Local Law Enforcement Come

Together to Celebrate Special Olympics
Hawaii
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On Saturday, November 21, law enforcement officers from around the
state surprised Special Olympics Hawaii athletes at their homes to
award them with their medals earned at the virtual Holiday Fitness
Classic. Officers from the Hawaii Police Department, Honolulu Police
Department, Kauai Police Department and Maui Police Department
presented a total of 284 awards outside of athletes' homes - while
following full safety precautions including wearing face masks and
social distancing - following the competition.

Mahalo officers for all that you do for our athletes and our community!

Special Olympics Hawaii Awarded $25,000
Second-Year Grant

We are thankful for
the H.T. Hayashi
Foundation and
what they do for our
community. In
addition to relaxing
restrictions on a
$40,000 grant they
made to Special
Olympics Hawaii v y
this year prior to the == p—

COVID-19 pandemic and an addltlonal $15 000 emergency funding
grant to help our organization this year, they have awarded us a
second-year grant of $25,000. This grant will help us continue to
provide virtual and online programs during the COVID-19 pandemic
and help to ensure over 3,400 children and adults with intellectual
disabilities can one day return back to in-person sports.
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"We are incredibly grateful for the generous support and flexibility the
H.T. Hayashi Foundation has shown during the pandemic," says Dan
Epstein, President and CEO of Special Olympics Hawaii. "We would
not be able to evolve and remain engaged with our athletes without
partnerships like these. We thank the H.T. Hayashi Foundation for
reminding us all that we are not in this alone and that together we can
continue to serve our athletes to the very best of our abilities"

Special Olympics Hawaii was selected because our work is in line
with H.T. Hayashi Foundation’s mission and its core values of Love,
Respect, Compassion, Humility, Courage, Perseverance, and
Accountability. The H.T. Hayashi Foundation was also inspired to see
how hard everyone at Special Olympics Hawaii worked to evolve and
pivot to meet the needs of our athletes while also acknowledging and
addressing COVID-19 realities and considerations. Thank you, H.T.
Hayashi Foundation.
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Sponsor Feature: Par Hawaii Continues to
Pump Up Support for Our Athletes

As a Year-Round Mission Partner, Par Hawaii plays a valuable role in
fueling the dreams of athletes as well as supporting health, wellness
and leadership programs for individuals with intellectual disabilities.
For nearly 30 years, Par Hawaii has been a generous supporter of

pecial Olympics Hawaii, contributing over a million dollars in
donations to our program and sponsoring and participating in a
number of fundraising events.

In their efforts to raise awareness and funds for Special Olympics
Hawaii athletes, Par Hawaii has been generous in hosting the annual
Fueling Dreams campaign which collects donations for Special
Olympics Hawaii at participating nomnom stores statewide. This year's
15th Annual Fueling Dreams campaign raised $20,868 adding to the
total of $888,626 raised to date.

"It is incredible to see Special Olympics Hawaii's steadfast
commitment to safely provide life-changing opportunities for athletes
throughout our islands especially during this challenging time," said
Eric Lee, Par Hawaii's Vice President - Retail. "Our entire team has
been very passionate about the organization and their work for
decades. We appreciate the generosity of our customers to help fuel
the dreams of these athletes by supporting creative ways for them to
maintain strong connections with each other until it is safe to resume
in-person competition."

Mahalo to Par Hawaii for their continued support and for believing in
our mission to create sports opportunities for all!
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