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Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.

Support Our Athletes

Share the love with our athletes

An easy way to support our athletes is by shopping
through smile.amazon.com. Be sure to shop with
Amazon Smile and select Special Olympics Hawaii as
your charity of choice. A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to programs for our local athletes!

Got extra miles? Share your HawaiianMiles and help our
athletes!
Donate today!

What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?
Training Camp Prepares Athletes for 2022 USA Games

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP
http://smile.amazon.com
https://www.hawaiianairlines.com/hawaiianmiles2/donate-miles-to-charity


As our Special Olympics Hawaii athletes get ready to represent Hawaii at the 2022 Special Olympics USA Games,
Hui O Hawaii members spent three days at the University of Hawaii at Manoa training and bonding as a team.
 
Special Olympics Hawaii athletes from Oahu, Kauai, Maui, and Hawaii Island will participate at the 2022 Special
Olympics USA Games taking place from June 5-12, 2022, in Orlando, Florida. The sixteen athletes and four Unified
Partners will join other Special Olympics athletes and coaches from across the country to compete in bocce,
bowling, powerlifting, and swimming. They include:
  
Bocce: 
Head Coach: Jim Ritchie  
Athletes: Jeremy Badua, Ho’opi’o Balaz, Tim Renken, and James Thompson   
Unified Partners: Jon Katsuda and Eric Thompson
 
Bowling:  
Head Coach: Lynette Young-Pak
Athletes: Lisa Laureta, Randelle Lee, Courtney Playter, Carleen Yamamoto   
Unified Partners: Melissa Iida and Briann Ritch-Lazaro
 
Swimming: 
Head Coach: Denise Webb 
Assistant Coach: Sirena Lacour   
Athletes: Natasha Brice, Jamey Burkett, Taralyn Fukushima, Alice Webb
 
Powerlifting:
Head Coach: Winston Ho      
Assistant Coach: Denise Lindsey        
Athletes: Shawn Lehano, Scottie Pacheco, Daniel Saito, Quentin Wong
 
Youth Leadership:  
Mentor: Kalei Castillo
Youth Leaders: Kaylynn Gantt-Yangco and Marissa Matsushige
 
In addition to the athletes, partners, and coaches, Hui O Hawaii was joined by team leaders: Nip Ho, Cindy Ujimori,
Maikel Tsuji, Walker Rowsey, Adrienne Laurion, USA Games Torch Runner Ryan Nishibun, and Medical Coordinator
Danny Kao.
 
We look forward to cheering on our local athletes in 2022!

Rev Your Engines, Fueling Dreams is Back

Par Hawaii is revving up support for Special
Olympics Hawaii athletes! The company’s 17th

Annual Fueling Dreams campaign returns from
January 1 through March 31, 2022, inviting island
drivers to donate to Special Olympics Hawaii at 34
participating nomnom stores across Oahu, Hawaii
Island and Maui.
 
Par Hawaii, marketer of Hele and 76 Hawaii, has



been a strong supporter of Special Olympics
Hawaii for more than 30 years. To date, the
Fueling Dreams campaign has raised more than
$910,385 for Special Olympics Hawaii athletes and
programs.
 
All donations received from the Fueling
Dreams campaign allow Special Olympics
Hawaii to continue to provide programs and
training – both online and in-person – for more
than 3,400 youth and adult athletes with
intellectual disabilities. Mahalo Par Hawaii for all
your continued support, we appreciate you!

Mahalo JaNeal for all of your dedication
and hard work for Special Olympics Hawaii.

Join Us in Saying Mahalo to JaNeal Stevens and
Welcoming Heather Dansdill

JaNeal Stevens, Special Olympics East Hawaii Area Director since
2016, will be leaving our organization next month. Special Olympics
Hawaii wants to thank JaNeal for her years of service to our
athletes and families, coaches and East Hawaii ohana as well as the
rest of the state. The love that JaNeal has for her program and the
people that she worked with was evident in all that she did. We
wish JaNeal the very best on her next adventure.
 
Heather Dansdill will take over as the new East Hawaii Area
Director starting January 2022. Heather began volunteering with
Special Olympics Hawaii in 2007, as a co-coordinator with the
Unified Champion Schools program at Waiakea High School.
Heather is currently the principal at Hilo Intermediate School and
looks forward to helping to strengthen our Unified Champion
School programs throughout East Hawaii. Welcome Heather! 

The Guardian:
​Carrying the Flame for Our Athletes with Intellectual Disabilities

Mahalo to our Guardians of the Flame from the Honolulu Police Department (HPD) and the U.S. Army Criminal
Investigative Division for participating in our final fundraiser of the year, our Tip A Cop fundraiser! From December
3-5, more than 80 off-duty officers/agents donned aprons and volunteered to raise awareness and “tips” for our
athletes.
 
A special mahalo to HPD Acting Deputy Chief Ryan Nishibun and Secretaries Sherri Izumo (Regional Patrol Bureau)
and Kea’ala Pa (District 2) for coordinating this event at The Beach House by 604, Big City Diner (Pearlridge, Waipio,
and Windward Mall) and Ruby Tuesday (Kapolei, Mililani, Moanalua, and Windward Mall). The event was a huge
success because of their hard work and dedication!
 
As we approach the holidays, we would like to salute all of our Law Enforcement Torch Runners for their
unwavering commitment to our athletes. While we may not have been able to gather at our typical events
throughout 2021, you continued to carry the Flame of Hope and light the way for inclusion and acceptance of
those with intellectual disabilities.
 
We would like to wish all of our Law Enforcement Torch Runners a safe and happy holiday season! We are so
grateful for your support and look forward to seeing you in 2022!



Unified Spotlight: STEMing for Greatness!

This month we would like to highlight Lokelani Intermediate Schools, Hanh Bui and Rhea Yalon who are engaging
their students in a community-based learning project to promote inclusion and empathy! Ms. Yalon's community-
based instruction class is comprised of students with various disabilities, including intellectual disabilities. Her class
has participated in numerous Special Olympics Hawaii events including Unified Champions School activities for
many years. 
 
Typically, Ms. Yalon’s class would partner with the Best Buddies Program at Lokelani Intermediate School;
however, the school recently had to move around their staff and classes offered – unfortunately leading to
discontinuing their leadership class. 
 
Now, students from Ms. Bui's class will be using the engineering design process, technology, and 21st-century skills
to design innovative solutions in service to the students in Ms. Yalon's community-based instruction class. In
addition, they will be applying social-emotional learning strategies, where the students will work together to solve
real-life issues while participating in dialogues that promote equity amongst all. This unique partnership was
created to have the leadership class engage in inclusionary activities with the students in Ms. Yalon's class. We
love to see teachers and students come together! Way to go!

Sponsor Feature:
​Hawaiian Airlines Goes the Extra Mile to Support Our Athletes

This month we’d like to recognize Hawaiian
Airlines for continuing to take their support
for our local athletes to new heights! They
recently made a generous donation of
$26,452.82 raised through their Holoholo
Challenge. Hawaiian Airlines selected Special
Olympics Hawaii as one of two nonprofit
partners to receive donations made to our
organizations by Holoholo Challenge
participants and supporters. They also



provided 20 complimentary registrations for
our athletes, coaches and volunteers to
participate in the event in September. As a
result, seven members of the SOHI ‘Ohana
team posted their results and placed 39th out
of 470 teams in the Upcountry to West Maui
50 Mile Run/Walk and logged 440.26 miles!
Way to go team!
 
In addition to donations from the Holoholo
Challenge, Hawaiian Airlines also supports
Special Olympics Hawaii each year by
providing our organization with the
opportunity to receive Hawaiian Miles
donated from the community as well as
providing assistance with group bookings for
athlete travel. Hawaiian Airlines has even
gone the extra mile to host special send-off experiences for our athletes, parents, and coaches when traveling to
National Games. We are very grateful for Hawaiian Airlines’ support throughout the years. Mahalo!

Oahu Athletes Head Back
​to the Playing Field at

Comeback Games!

More than 120 Special Olympics Hawaii athletes from across
Oahu came together to compete in person at our Comeback

Games earlier this month. The event was held at our new
Special Olympics Hawaii Sports and Wellness Center in

Kapolei and at the Kroc Center next door. The Comeback
Games also included a Torch Run with local, volunteer, off-

duty law enforcement officers who have continued to
support Special Olympics Hawaii athletes throughout the

pandemic.

Don't Forget to Cast Your Votes for Special
Olympics Hawaii!

If you are a Target Circle member you can now
cast your votes for multiple charities or use all of
your votes on one charity -- like Special Olympics

Hawaii. Each charity will receive a donation
based on the number of votes it receives. Please

vote now through December 30 to support
Special Olympics Hawaii! 

Join The Combined Federal Campaign

Calling all federal employees! This year, the
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) celebrates its

60th anniversary. To support Special Olympics
Hawaii,

use the charity code 43725 OR pledge online at

Another Successful Tip A Cop

From serving our community to serving your favorite dishes,
this holiday season volunteer, off-duty law enforcement

officers joined forces for our annual Tip A Cop fundraiser.
The event took place at participating restaurants across

Oahu, including Big City Diner and Ruby Tuesday locations, as
well as The Beach House by 604 and raised more than



opm.gov/ShowSomeLoveCFC by January 15,
2022.

$15,400!

http://opm.gov/ShowSomeLoveCFC

