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Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to
this past month.

Support Our Athletes

Share the love with our athletes

An easy way to support our athletes is by shopping
through smile.amazon.com. Be sure to shop with
Amazon Smile and select Special Olympics Hawaii as
your charity of choice. A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to programs for our local athletes!

Got extra miles? Share your HawaiianMiles and help our
athletes!
Donate today!

What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?
Athletes Gear Up for Comeback Games

We are so excited for our athletes to
return to the playing field and
compete in our first-ever Comeback
Games on December 4, 2021. Around
120 athletes will participate in our
bocce and swimming competitions,
held at our new Special Olympics
Hawaii Sports and Wellness Center in
Kapolei and at the Kroc Center
located right next door.
 
Due to COVID-19 and limited space, we are restricting the number of spectators allowed at the Comeback Games.

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP
http://smile.amazon.com
https://www.hawaiianairlines.com/hawaiianmiles2/donate-miles-to-charity


Therefore, only two spectators per athlete can attend the bocce competition, and two spectators per athlete may
attend the swimming competition.
 
For more information and a tentative schedule of our Comeback Games, visit: bit.ly/ComebackGames2021.

Volunteer Law Enforcement Trade in Badges for Aprons at the Annual Tip A Cop
Fundraiser

From serving our community to serving your favorite
dishes, this holiday season volunteer, off-duty law
enforcement officers will join forces for our annual
Tip A Cop fundraiser. The event takes place Friday,
December 3, through Sunday, December 5, at
participating restaurants across Oahu, including
several Big City Diner locations and Ruby Tuesday
locations, as well as The Beach House by 604. 
 
Friday, December 3 from 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. at: 
● The Beach House by 604 
● Big City Diner: Pearlridge Center, Waipio Shopping
Center and Windward Mall (Windward Mall only
from 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.) 
● Ruby Tuesday: Kapolei Commons, Moanalua
Shopping Center, Town Center of Mililani and Windward Mall 

Saturday, December 4 from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. at: 
● The Beach House by 604 
● Big City Diner: Pearlridge Center, Waipio Shopping Center and Windward Mall (Windward Mall only from 11
a.m. – 3 p.m. and 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.) 
● Ruby Tuesday: Kapolei Commons, Moanalua Shopping Center, Town Center of Mililani and Windward Mall 

Sunday, December 5 from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. at: 
● The Beach House by 604 
● Big City Diner: Pearlridge Center, Waipio Shopping Center and Windward Mall (all locations from 11 a.m. – 3
p.m. and 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.) 
● Ruby Tuesday: Kapolei Commons, Moanalua Shopping Center, Town Center of Mililani and Windward Mall
 
During the event, off-duty, volunteer law enforcement from Honolulu Police Department will put their serving
skills to the test by volunteering to greet customers and assist servers in a variety of duties in efforts to raise tips
for Special Olympics Hawaii’s programs. Since its inception, Tip A Cop has raised $340,409 for Special Olympics
Hawaii. For more information, visit sohawaii.org.

Hui O Hawaii Swim Team Makes a Splash at Lahaina Swim Meet

Our Special Olympics Hawaii Hui O Hawaii swimming team was honored to be invited to compete in the Lahaina
Maui Age Group Swimming Association SCY Swim meet on October 16.  
 
Four of our athletes -- Natasha Brice (Oahu), Jamey Burkett (Maui), Taralyn Fukushima (Maui), and Alice Webb
(Oahu) -- along with their coaches, Sirena Lacour and Denise Webb, competed alongside the Maui swimmers to
secure their qualifying times for the Special Olympics USA Games which will be held in Orlando, Florida next year.
 
The support they received from the Maui Age Group Swim Association (MAGSA) staff and other athletes and
spectators was remarkable. A huge mahalo to Dave Wintermeyer and the MAGSA board members for inviting our
Special Olympics athletes to participate in this wonderful, inclusionary event!

http://sohawaii.org/


Pictured L to R: Jamey Burkett, Sirena Lacour (coach), Alice Webb, Natasha Brice, Denise Webb (coach), and
Taralyn Fukushima.

Hale O Mauliola Virtual Programs: Connecting Athletes to Wellness

In November we rebranded and re-launched our virtual programs as the “Hale O Mauliola Virtual Programs.” The
new name was chosen to best show respect toward the Native Hawaiian community surrounding our Special
Olympics Hawaii Sports and Wellness Center. The name, a traditional Hawaiian phrase, "Hale O Mauliola,"
meaning "The Place of the Power of Healing," was chosen to represent the nature of our virtual platform and the
health and wellness-focused programming it offers our athletes. 
 
Every week, we will be offering our Monday “Health Corner,” an interactive health education series, our
“Wednesday Workouts,” lead by fitness industry professionals, and our “Friday Dance Parties”! For our monthly
schedules, please see our website sohawaii.org.

Unified Spotlight:
Building Lifetime Bonds Through Special Olympics Hawaii

The Hui O Hawaii Training Camp took place on November
12-14 at the University of Hawaii at Manoa and other
facilities around Oahu. The camp was an opportunity for
athletes to prepare to represent Hawaii in the Special
Olympics USA Games in Orlando, Florida in June 2022. 
Kaylynn Gant-Yangco has been involved as an athlete with
Special Olympics Hawaii for six years, participating in
events including track and field and bowling. Marissa
Matsushige is a Unified partner and a leader in Kauai High
School's Team Unify club, and has known Kaylynn since
they were in six grade, participating together in Unified
sports and Team Unify at Chiefess Kamakahelei Middle



Pictured: Marissa Matsushige (left) and
Kaylynn Gant-Yangco (right) are Kauai High
School's youth leaders of Special Olympics

Hawaii's Unified Champion Schools Program.

School. The two were partners in various sports events,
and since then, have grown an extraordinary friendship
through Special Olympics Hawaii and Team Unify. While at
training camp, the girls had the task of leading team
icebreakers, assisting in uniform fitting and health intake,
filming and editing videos of the practices held all weekend,
and leadership building activities and planning. 

They are also a part of the Special Olympics Hawaii's Youth
Activation Committee (YAC). The YAC is responsible for the
promotion and sustainability of the state’s inclusive sports
program. They meet with other youth leaders from other
schools quarterly on Zoom. Their objective is to educate,
motivate and activate youth to become agents of change in
their communities through advocacy for respect, inclusion,
and acceptance for all people. We look forward to the
many great things Kaylnn and Marissa will accomplish this
school year!

Sponsor Feature: Mahalo to Safeway for Their Support

We would like to recognize Safeway and The Safeway Foundation for being
a Year-Round Partner of Special Olympics Hawaii! This year, The Safeway
Foundation presented a $60,000 donation to Special Olympics Hawaii to
provide our athletes with the resources they need to compete. 
 
Safeway continually shows its support for Special Olympics Hawaii over the
years through their annual in-person campaigns, and during our annual
Cop on Top fundraiser. Additionally, as one of the leaders in hiring
individuals with disabilities, Safeway and The Safeway Foundation has a rich
history of encouraging an inclusive environment and ensuring that people
with differences are given equal opportunities.
 
"We are so grateful for the generosity that Safeway has shown Special
Olympics Hawaii over the years," said Special Olympics Hawaii’s President
and CEO, Dan Epstein. "The support we receive from them is invaluable to
our athletes and coaches – especially during this time when our athletes
need it the most. Their generous grant will help us get our athletes back on
the playing field and continue to provide virtual programs to keep our athletes safe while staying strong physically
and emotionally."

Mahalo for Shopping with
Aloha!

We’d like to give a BIG mahalo to
Foodland for including us in this

year's Give Aloha campaign. Thanks

Cast Your Votes For Special
Olympics Hawaii Thank You for Supporting Cop

on Top



to your support and Foodland's
Annual Community Matching Gifts
program, Special Olympics Hawaii

received a gift of $1,012.31.

If you are a Target Circle
member you can now cast your

votes for multiple charities or use
all of your votes on one charity --

like Special Olympics Hawaii.
Each charity will receive a

donation based on the number of
votes it receives. Please vote
now through December 30 to

support Special Olympics
Hawaii!

A special mahalo to all the
dedicated off-duty, volunteer law

enforcement officers and
community volunteers who

participated in this year’s Cop on
Top fundraiser. We also want to

say thank you to all the generous
donors and our committed site

sponsors who hosted the three-
day event.

We Had a Blast At Over the Edge 

Thank you to all of the thrill-seekers who
participated in this year’s Over the Edge

fundraiser. With your support, we exceeded our
goal and raised over $180,000. If you’re interested
in registering for next year’s Over the Edge, please

email traceyb@sohawaii.org.

Join The Combined Federal Campaign

Calling all federal employees! This year, the
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) celebrates its

60th anniversary. To support Special Olympics
Hawaii, use the charity code 43725 OR pledge

online at opm.gov/ShowSomeLoveCFC by
January 15, 2022.

http://opm.gov/ShowSomeLoveCFC

